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Second Announcement
That era of easy water is behind us. Definitively behind us. The era of unacceptable pillaging has given way to one of sharing. Progressively we will all consume better and waste less. This is our mission: to dedicate our time and our willpower to this sharing. Sharing between people of course, but also sharing between Man and Nature in order to pass on the resource our ancestors left us to future generations. This sharing must be sustainable so that sufficient, healthy water can be distributed whilst respecting biodiversity and protecting ecosystems. It must be equitable, because nobody has the right to deprive his neighbor of the water he naturally needs. The era of confiscated water is over. We are entering the era of shared water.
Loic Fauchon, President of the World Water Council
Uzbekistan welcomes the participants of the International Conference with its traditional warm hospitality and would like to share during the Conference its achievements and practical experience in improving water resources management as its contribution to the regional water security.
The Conference is approaching and we bring to your attention an updated Conference program and necessary logistical information. 
Arrival of the participants
The Organizers arrange meeting of the participants at the airport and their transportation to hotels. 
In this context, the participants are requested to inform the Organizing Committee (adkham@icwc-aral.uz) as soon as possible about their arrival dates, time, and flight numbers.  
Hotel
The following hotels provide booking for the Conference participants: 

· Dedeman Silk Road Hotel

· Tashkent Palace Hotel
The pre-booked participants will be accommodated at discount rates.

In addition, the Radisson SAS Hotel also provides booking for participants. 
Venue
Hotel Intercontinental Tashkent. 

The buses will run with 30 min interval between the Dedeman Silk Road Hotel, the Tashkent Palace Hotel and the Conference venue.  
Registration
Registration of arriving participants is open on
11th May (8:00-20:00):

· Lobby of the Dedeman Silk Road for the participants accommodated at this hotel
· Lobby of the Tashkent Palace for the participants accommodated at this hotel   
· Lobby of the Intercontinental Tashkent for local participants and participants accommodated in other hotels (for example, Radisson SAS)  

12th May (8:00-9:30):

· Lobby of the Intercontinental Tashkent 

Presentations
Taking into account a large number of participants, please, note that the time for presentations is limited: 

15 min – at plenary session
10 min – key reporters of the round-tables
5-7 min – participants of the round-tables
The Organizers request the participants to keep within the time limit.   
International Conference Program 

	11 May (Wednesday) 

	Arrival of participants


Arrival and accommodation
	15:00-17:00
	Meeting of Chairs and key reporters of Target groups (round-tables)


	17:00-18:00
	Press-conference of the Organizing Committee


	12 May (Thursday) 

	1st Day


	8:30-9:30
	Registration of participants


9:30-11:00 Plenary session
Chair: Mr. Rustam Azimov, Deputy Prime-Minister of the Republic of Uzbekistan

	9:30-9:40
	Address to the conference participants on behalf of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan by Mr. Rustam Azimov, Deputy Prime-Minister of the Republic of Uzbekistan


Welcome speeches:

	9:40-9:50
	World Water Council – L. Fauchon, President


	9:50-10:00
	UN Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia - M. Jenca, Director


	10:00-10:10
	Water community of Kazakhstan – A.O. Orman, Chairman of Water Resources Committee at the Ministry of Agriculture



	10:10-10:20
	Water community of Kyrgyzstan – Z.I. Zhamaldinov, Chair of the State Committee for Water Resources and Land Reclamation 



	10:20-10:30
	Water community of Tajikistan – R. Bobokalonov, Minister of Land Reclamation and Water Resources 



	10:30-10:40
	Water community of Turkmenistan – A. Mukhammedov, Deputy Minister of Water Resources


	10:40-10:50
	Water community of the Russian Federation - V.A. Nikanorov, Deputy Head of the Federal Agency for Water Resources 



	10:50-11:00
	Water community of Caucasus – N. Chkhobadze, Ex-Minister of Nature Conservation of Georgia, member of International Advisory Council of the REC Caucasus



11:00–11:30 Coffee-break

11:30–13:00 Key reports on regional priorities 
	11:30-11:35
	Chair of the session: Mr. Bori Alikhanov, Vice-speaker of Legislative Chamber, Senate of the Republic of Uzbekistan 


	11:35-11:50
	Water priorities in light of European campaign on the way to the Sixth World Water Forum - J-F. Donzier, Regional coordinator of European Regional Process, INBO Executive Director (France)


	11:50-12:05
	Prospects of water use in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia on the basis of integrated water resources management – Academician P.A. Polad-zade, President of International EECCA network of water organizations (Russian Federation)


	12:05-12:20
	Enhancing international cooperation around the Central Asian transboundary water Courses – S.R. Ibatullin, Chairman of IFAS Executive Committee (Kazakhstan)



	12:20-12:35
	Switzerland’ support to transboundary water cooperation in the Middle East and Central Asia – L. Guye, Country Director, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (Switzerland)



	12:35-12:50
	Climate change in Central Asia and conservation of flow formation zone – B. Moldabekov, Director of Kyrgyz-German project (Kyrgyz Republic)



	12:50-13:00
	Discussion


13:00-14:30 Lunch

14:30-16:00 Key reports on regional priorities – continued 
	14:30-14:35
	Chair of the session: Mr. Nariman Umarov, Chairman of State Committee for Environmental Conservation, Uzbekistan


	14:35-14:50
	Uzbekistan’s water sector on the way to overcome destabilizing factors through innovations and international water law – Sh.R. Khamraev, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Water Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan 



	14:50-15:05
	Neutral platform of the Global Water Partnership for capacity building in water sector of the Countries of Caucasus and Central Asia – A. Grobicki, Executive Secretary GWP (Sweden)



	15:05-15:20
	Irrigated agriculture under conditions of growing water crisis and socio-economic reforms – Academician P.I. Kovalenko, Vice-president of International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (Ukraine)



	15:20-15:30
	Discussion


16:00–16:30 Coffee-break
16:30–18:00 Round tables (parallel):

Guaranteeing water for future generations 

Co-chairs: Prof. Victor Dukhovny – WWC governor, Uzbekistan, Prof. Nadejda Prokhorova – Russian Research Institute Integrated Management and Protection of Water Resources, Russia 
Goal – to elaborate main directions of the water strategies in order to meet existing challenges and overcome destabilizing factors. 

Expected outputs – identifying key proposals for the development of basin and national “Road-maps” for sustainable water development. The focus should be done to the development of a prospective vision tool (for example, the Aral Sea basin model - ASBmm, approaches and alternatives of prospective planning, use of the neutral platform of the Global Water Partnership, generalization of climate forecasts). 

Ensuring Sustainable Drinking Water Supply 
Co-chairs: Mr. Anarbek Orman, Chairman of Water Resources Committee, Kazakhstan, Mr. Chingiz Uzakbaev, State Committee for Water Resources and Land Reclamation, Kyrgyzstan
Goal – to create favorable conditions in the region to meet the Millennium Development Goals regarding access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation. 

Expected outputs – All the countries in the region have adopted the United Nations Millennium Declaration and have been working in this direction. However, none of the countries able to assure that the targets will be met by 2015. For achieving the goals, the countries need substantial international investments. To this end, the effective monitoring and evaluation tools are needed to assess an actual impact of investments, as well as the integration of water supply and sanitation sector into IWRM. 
19:00 – 21:00 Receiption on behalf of the Government of Uzbekistan and the Conference organizers 

	13 May (Friday)

	2nd Day


9:00 – 13:00 Round tables (parallel):

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee-break

International cooperation on Transboundary Water Management on the basis of International Water Conventions
Co-chairs: Mrs. Flavia Loures, World Wildlife Fund, Mr. Saghit Ibatullin, EC IFAS
Goal – To ensure an enabling environment for transboundary water cooperation on the basis of international law, in order to support peace, environmental sustainability and long-term socio-economic development.

Expected outputs – regional assessments of the role and relevance of the UN Watercourses Convention, the UNECE Water Convention, the ILC Draft Articles on Transboundary Aquifers, and the EU Water Framework Directive to support transboundary water cooperation and sound water management in the region; regional initiative to mobilize countries to consider joining the UN Watercourses Convention and the UNECE Water Convention set up; strengthened regional and basin organizations. Special attention should be paid to developing awareness and understanding among key stakeholders of IWL principles and instruments, as the basis for regional cooperation, as well as to stressing and further exploring the role of cooperation tools, such as training at regional level; regional information systems, implementation of automation systems, etc.). 

Adoption of innovations in agrarian sector in order to achieve food security 
Co-chairs: Prof Peter Kovalenko, UkrNIIG&M, Ukraine, Dr. Jozef Turok, ICARDA - IWMI 

Goal – ensuring food security through the effective and highly productive use of irrigated areas and the development of associated sectors (livestock farming, agricultural processing, etc.) 

Expected outputs – directions for all-round development of the agricultural sector through irrigation, adaptation of innovative irrigation facilities to conditions of re-structuring, improvement of sustainability of water supply by managing water demand, orientation towards the achievement of potential water and land productivities while establishing extension services and ensuring sustainable agricultural ecosystems through return water management and utilization, low water-consuming crop varieties genesis, etc. Here, presentations should show as an achievement the examples of conserving irrigation capacity in Central Asia versus its neighboring regions (Eastern Europe and CIS countries have lost 11 Million hectares of irrigated area for production in the last 20 years). 
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch

14:30 – 16:30 Round tables (parallel):

Risk Management and Water Security

Co-chairs: Mr. Kurbangeldy Balliyev, EC IFAS, Turkmenistan, Mr. Bo Libert, UNECE, Switzerland

Goal – ensuring sustainable water supply and use in light of potential natural and anthropogenic disasters (case of the Sayan-Shushensk HPS), preventing and rectifying the consequences of emergencies of natural or anthropogenic origin at hydraulic structures, especially those located along transboundary waterways; special attention to a risk of diminishing water security due to construction of large hydraulic projects.
Expected outputs – jointly monitoring and assessing safety of hydraulic structures in the long-terms (especially, for structures located along transboundary waterways), creating public institutions as in Uzbekistan to monitor safety of hydraulic structures, organizing training for relevant staff. Drawing up and signing Regional (Basin) agreements on safety of large structures.  

Integrated water resources Management – as a tool for balancing multiple uses of water
Co-chairs: Ania Grobicki, Executive Secretary GWP, Sweden, Vadim Sokolov, Regional Coordinator GWP CACENA 

Goal – disseminating experience in IWRM implementation using as a case-study the pilot projects on a regional scale in order to achieve equitable and equal water use. 

Expected outputs – recommendations on dissemination of IWRM, agreement on the IWRM Toolbox uses, dissemination of IWRM at basin level, development of a financial mechanism for viability of IWRM and other tools. 

Climate change and conserving environmental capacity 

Co-chairs: Bakhtiyor Kadyrov, First Deputy Director General of Uzhydromet, Uzbekistan, Saidrasul Sanginov, Deputy Chair, Ecological Movement of Uzbekistan, Uzbekistan
Goal – identify a scale of threats in context of climate change for the region as a whole, countries and zones and agree upon directions of adaptation to climate changes. 

Expected output – develop understanding among wider circle of stakeholders and concerned institutions about the potential scale of impact and a need for planning in context of this challenge; program of actions to prepare future generation (schoolchildren, students) for survival under conditions of water scarcity. 

16:30 – 17:00 Coffee-break
17:00 – 18:00 Plenary session 

Chair: Mrs. Galina Saidova, Minister of Foreign Economic Relations, Investments and Trade, Uzbekistan 

Summary on round tables – adopting conference resolution, closing. 

18:15 – 19:15 Concluding press-conference 

(officials and members of the Organizing Committee before mass media)

	14 May (Saturday)

	Departure of participants 


Excursion tours
The participants can take excursion tours to water sites and historical and cultural memorials.
· Excursion around Tashkent (4 hours)

· Ferghana Valley (automation and IWRM sites) (2 days)

· Samarkand (1 day)

· Bukhara (2 days)

· Charvak waterworks and Upper-Chirchik waterworks (1 day)

Organizers
· The Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan

· World Water Council

· The Network of Basin Organisations for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia

· Swiss Agency for the Development and Cooperation

· International Fund for the Aral Sea Saving

· Global Water Partnership Caucasus and Central Asia

· The Ecological Movement of Uzbekistan

Sponsors

· The Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan

· Swiss Agency for the Development and Cooperation

· The Government of the French Republic // International Forum Committee

· Global Water Partnership Caucasus and Central Asia

· Embassy of the State of Israel in the Republic of Uzbekistan

· International Fund for the Aral Sea Saving

More information about the International Conference on:
www.cawater-info.net/6wwf/conference_tashkent2011/
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