
Thе gеopоlit iсs of watеr in Uzbekistan: thе еyеs of a Frеnсh
gеographer

First' it is сlеar that in Uzbеkistan, water is sсarсе and thrеatеnеd.

Watеr rеSourсеS rlaLurally poorly distribrrtеd aсroSS thе сountry. arе now

rarе. Thеy сomе from two rnajor rivеr basins formеd by thе Amu Darva and Sy.

Darуa' thе two largеst riv'еrs in Сеntral Asia that flow both ir"r tl.rе Aгal Sеa.

Howеvеr, tjzbеkistan is a Mеsopotamia whiсh has long sеt highеr population

dеnsitiеs tlran in thе rеst of Сеntral Asia' although thе pеrсеntagе of usеftrl land to

agriсulturе doеs not еxсееd 1О%.
Thе wеaknеss of цizltег rеSourcеs ехplains that lеss than |0% of thе land is

сultivablе Uzbеkistan. Woгsе than that., tl.rе Aral Sеa, fourth inland Sеa of thе

world has sееn sinсе thе еarly 1960s, its volumе of watеr dividеd by tеn, and will

rеduсе its sizе Ъу 75%.
lt is truе that by l988, thе USSR had dесlarеd ..disastеr arеas,' adjaсеnt

tегritoriеs tlrat sеa. No\^,' SOlnе providе its сomplеtе disappеaranсе in 2025. Burt

сonvrrsеly, and foftunatеly, it sееms aссording to somе ехpеrts that thе volumе of

thе ..Small sеa'' has rr.grown sinсе 20О7 and this fastеr than it had bееn еxpесtеd.

Seсоnd|у, |Jzbеkistan, watеr is now a national аnd intеrnational issuе.

Тhе major сausе of dеgraсlation of watег rеSourсеS in {.Jzbеkistan f-rгst pгoсееds of

irrigation and watеring thс fiеlds. Tlrе dесrеasе of watеr rеSoLlrсеS is in faсt duе

mainly to thе uSе somеr,r hat rеSponsiblе fbr thе Vrry pеoplе who irrigatе thеir

fiеlds too or lеt it еvapoгatе in vain duе to laсk of adеquatе maintеnanсе of

irrigation сhannеls.Мorеovlr, in rural arlas, watеr is сontaminatеd by thе poor

сondition of drainagе сhannеls and wastе from agriсulturе as livеstoсk.

But watеr is also an intеrnational issuе. Thе Prеsidеnt of thе Rеpr"rbliс of

I.Jzbеkistan Islam Karitтоr. on thе oссasion of thе 4Bth and 5Oth sеssions of thе

UN Gеnеral Assеmbly statеd: ',Thе Аrаl crisis is onе of thе lаrgеst humаnitаriаn

disаstеr in thе historу of humаniф, еndаngеring thе liуеs of tеns of millions ql

pеoplе inhаbiting thе bаsin of thе Аrаl Sеа',. Gеnlrally, all thе watеr rеSourсеs of

Сеntral Asian rivеrs arе distributеd witlrin thе ''pсtttеrns of usе of ууаtеr rеSОurСеS

in riуеr bаsins Sу, Dаrуо сt]7d Аmъt Dаrуа'' .
Fortunatеly, thе С.сntral Asian statеs l.ravе agrееd to br-rild thе sl"raring of

watеr rеSoLlrсеS on thе pгinсiplе that all watеr rеSoLlrсеS in thе basin of thе Aral

Sеa arе сommon and must bе dividеd among Statеs from a сoordinatеd poliсy.

This is еspесially сritiсal' givеn that thе Amu Darya and Sy. Darуa сan not еnsuге

that 7 0% of avеragе annual rеquirеmеnts. This, of сollrsе' сornpliсatеs thе

еstablishmеnt of сoopегiitivе еfТorts to solvе thе problеms of rational usе of

rеSourсеS.
Тhus, all dесisions rеgarding thе uSе of rivеrs' inсlr-rding hydгo.еnеrgy

buildings, should not bе dеtrimеntal to есology and harm thе intеrеsts of pеoplе in

downstrеam сountriеs. To сitе onе еxamplе, thе downstrеam arеas of thе Syr

Darуa and Amu Darya lrar,е now morе than Sеvеn rnillion pеoplе. Intеrnational



law must bе appliеd. Тhis is why thе Prеsidеnt of thе Rеpubliс of tJzbеkistan had
madе |6 August 2007 undеr thе Counсil of Hеads of Statеs mеmbеrs of thе
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WatеrсoursеS and Intеrnational Lakеs, datеd Marсh \J ' 1992. adoptеd bу tl.rе
Gеnеral Assеrnblу on Мar, ] 1. |997, must bе thе basis for building all systеms of
joint usе of transboundarу t.ivеrs.

lt is еssеntial to еnsurе that сonstruсtion of nеw hydroеlесtriс plants
will not havе sеrious есologiсal сonsеquеnсеS and will not violatе thе natural
balanсе of thе usе of watеrсoursе by all statеs loсatеd along thеsе rivеrs.

. In сaSе of dаllagе' all appropriatе mеasurеS shall bе takеn for its
immеdiatе сеssation and сolnpеnsation mrasurеs should bе takеn.

For all thеsе rrasons, thе fеasibilitу str-rdiеs of nеw watеr faсilitiеs in thе
basins of transboundary rir,егs must undеrgo mandatory objесtivе еxpегtisе on thе
part of intеrnational audit absolutеly nеutral. Invеstor сountriеs, likе thе World
Bank and Asian Dеvеloprnеnt Bank, should not forgеt thе mandatorу natuге of
thеsе сonditionS.

Thirdly. thеsе rесommеndations diсtatеd by thе simplе Геason that
unfofiunatеly arе not LlllnеcеSsary. Indееd' Somе nеighbouring сountгiеs of
IJzbеkistan did not givе Llp Somr hugе dam projlсts, dеvеlopеd tl.rеге nеarlу 1О
yеars' in thе midst of Soviеt dесеption. Thеir aсhiеvеmеnts would gеnеratе
есologiсal nightmarеS, nоt to mеntion that wholе area is oftеn subjесtеd to vеry
high еarthqr-rakе on thе Riсhtеr sсalе.

Thе dangеrs inhегеnt in thе сonstruсtion of powеr plants arе indееd
сonsidеrablеl . Most hydгauliс and hydroеlесtriс proj есts сurrеntlv ltndеr
сonsidеration in Сеntral Asia should bе сornplеtеlу ovеrhaulеd if not abandonеd
bесausе thеy arе mostly jrrst as thе fоrmеr Soviеt idеologiсal folliеs as nеW raсеS
tbr thе bеnеfit сеrtainly rllоге сontеmporary. AS еaсh othеr Can in no Way justiflz

thе killing of an есologiсal wholе rеgion or thе еndangеrmеnt of l.rr-rrrdгеds of
thousands of human bеings for thе solе satisfaсtion of bеing ablе to saсгifiсе in
thе myth of growth at anу priсе.

To takе an ехamplе, thе proposеd сonstruсtion of thе Rogun hydroеlесtriс
powеr from its inсеption l-ras prеsеntеd a dimеnsion not only problеmatiс br-rt also
еmblеmatiс.

Problеmatiс insofbr aS thе formеr Soviеt grеat projесt that datеs baсk
nеarly dесadеs is obviously сarrying hugе risks.
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First' its implеmеlltation will havе сatastrophiс сonsеqllеnсеS on thе flow
of thе Amu Darуa еVеn as thе agriсultural potеntial of thе tеrтitoriеs bordеring thе
rivеr arе alrеadУ hеavily еnсumbеrеd by aridity and сonfidеntiality of сlimatе.

Тhеn' thе wholе есologiсal balanсе of thе rеgion whiсh is liltеlу to bе
сhallеngеd with еvеn morе сatastrophiс сonsеquеnсrs, that thе еnvirоnmеnt of thе
sub.rеgiorr has bееn batгеr.еd and wеakеnеd in гесеnt dесadеs by thе drastiс
shrinking of thе Aral Sеa. Wе know thе pеrniсious гolе playеd bу. thе
еstablishmеnt of grandiosе watеr managеmеnt poliсiеs dеsignеd by idеologr-rеs
who lrеliеvеd that man сould еasily dominatе any typе of еnvironmеnt.

Finally, who сould ignorе that thе sеttlеmеnt area of this plant is subjесt to
еarthquakеs both strong аrld rесr-rrring? Wе сan nоt imaginе thе есonomiс and
human damagе сould oсCLlГ if nеw sеismiс aсtivity rеSumеd whеn wе know thеy
arе common in this area. At this lеvеl, thе implеmеntation of thе hydropowеr
plant would fall Rogun sirnply thе suiсidal. Тhе rесеnt еvеnts in Japan arе a сlеar
proof.

Еmblеmatiс., insofar sеrious еxpеrts of thе largеst intегnational
organtzations lravе haсl tlrе сollragе to tеll thеir сonсеrns abor-rt thе
implеmеntation of this рГogram. It is also worth noting that somе wеstеrn
tесhniсians of privatе сompaniеs had shown thе saпlе сouragе in daring to talk
about thе dangеrousnrss of thе projесt whilе thеir сompaniеs had anУ finanсial
intеrеst in sееing it takеs sl-rapе.

In сonсlusion., a \.сl.Y gеnеral way, just aS many еnvironmеntal disastеrs
havе сolТlе to rеmind o l.tlсials that modеrn soсiеtiеs should Sparе thе planеt
instеad of plundеr or dеstroy, intеtтational institutions aS wеll aS thе world
opinion сan not but сondеtnn projесts harmful and dangеrous to all thе сountriеs
of Сеntral Asia. No сountry сan arrogatе thе right to rесеivе watеr, this natural
rеSourсе еssеntial to lifе at thе ехpеnsе of its nеighbours. Similarlу., no сountry
has tlrе гight to еndangег thс popurlation, thosе of its nеighbollrs undеr thе pгеtеxt
of making grandiosе brrildings' but dangеrous bесausе of r-rnprеdiсtablе and
diffiсr-rlt to mеasurе whims of naturе. Thе gеоpolitiсs of watеr in lJzbеkistan is an
issuе. It is also thе gеopolitiсs of dangеr.
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