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1. Participants appreciated the timely initiatiyethe Government of Turkmenistan, the country that
presently chairs the United Nations Special Prognanor the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA), to
host in Ashgabat the Follow-up Meeting of the 2BRECA Economic Forum “Developing a Plan of
Action to Strengthen Stability and Sustainable Dgweent of Afghanistan through Regional Economic
Cooperation in Central Asia”. They reconfirmed thegional economic cooperation is an important
pillar of regional stability, in line with the oljgves outlined by the Kabul International Conferen
held on 20 July 2010.

2. Discussions at the meeting built on the outcoofethe 2010 SPECA Economic Forum held in
Geneva on 18 and 19 October 2010, which address#alig aspects of regional economic cooperation
in a comprehensive manner, as well as ways and sy&facloser involvement of Afghanistan in such
cooperation. It responded to calls by the Goverrroéthe Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Fourt
Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afgétaniand the Afghanistan Task Force of the G8
for more active involvement of SPECA in strengtimgneconomic cooperation between Afghanistan and
other member countries of the Programme.

3. Participants agreed that SPECA can effectivelytribute to building the capacity of its member

countries to develop mutually advantageous coojperah such areas as trade, transport, border
crossing, information and communication technolsgiavestment, energy, public-private partnership
and the joint management of shared resources, riicylar water resources. The Programme should
support ongoing policy dialogue among Central Asianntries by offering a neutral United Nations

umbrella for the discussion of strategic issuesegional cooperation with the involvement of United

Nations and international experts, the privatememtd the academic community.

4. Participants welcomed the commitment by sevVBRECA member countries to contribute to the
stabilization and sustainable development of Afgétan by improving transport links and border
crossing, increasing trade, investment, delivergrargy, water managemext well as hosting regional
level capacity-building activities.



5. The delegates thanked the UNECE and its padrganizations for presenting a broad range of
project proposals in key areas of regional coopmraand confirmed their readiness to cooperate and
coordinate with SPECA in these areas. They invitedor organizations to give serious consideraton t

the project proposals presented at the meeting aithew to operationalizing them at the earliest
possible occasion.

6. Delegates expressed their hope that interesieddéncies and other partner organizations take
advantage of SPECA when implementing regional dapaand institution-building programmes.

7. Participants noted with satisfaction that thejgmt proposals presented and discussed at the
meeting form a broad basis for the developmentfoture Plan of Action. Its draft could be elabeht

by SPECA member countries in consultations withtiNECE and ESCAP and with the involvement of
partner organizations, interested donors and qihdres. The Plan of Action could be submittedhte t
next session of the SPECA Governing Council whicHue to take place later in 2011 in Turkmenistan
with a view to being integrated into the SPECA Wétlan for 2012-2013. Delegates encouraged the
Governments of SPECA member countries to view &@ssie to strengthening economic cooperation
between Afghanistan and Central Asia as an impbrt@mponent of future activities within the
framework the United Nations Special Programmetha Economies of Central Asia. The Plan of
Action could offer a flexible and efficient framevkofor developing, approving, implementing and
evaluating projects that serve this important dijec

8. Participants expressed their gratitude to there@oment of Turkmenistan for providing high
quality working conditions and generous hospitalépd the UNECE and UNRCCA for the excellent
organization of the event.




