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 I. Report of the Executive Secretary of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change on the  
United Nations Climate Change Conference, Copenhagen, 
2009, and its follow-up 
 
 

 A. Introduction 
 
 

1. The General Assembly, in its resolution 64/73, invited the secretariat of the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change1 to report to it at its 
sixty-fifth session on the work of the Conference of the Parties. The present report is 
submitted in response to that invitation.  
 
 

 B. Outcomes of the fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties 
and the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the 
Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol 
 
 

 1. Summary 
 

2. The United Nations Climate Change Conference was held in Copenhagen from 
7 to 19 December 2009. The conference comprised the following sessions:  

 (a) Fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties;  

 (b) Fifth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of 
the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol;  

 (c) Thirty-first session of the Subsidiary Body for Implementation;  

 (d) Thirty-first session of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 
Technological Advice;  

 (e) Tenth session of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for 
Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol;  

 (f) Eighth session of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative 
Action under the Convention. 

3. The Copenhagen Conference had an unprecedented level of participation, 
including attendance by over 100 Heads of State and Government, approximately 
10,500 government delegates, 13,500 observers and 3,000 media representatives. 
Intensive negotiations took place in the course of the conference, with over 1,000 
official, informal and group meetings among parties. Observers discussed climate 
change in more than 400 meetings and the media attended over 300 press 
conferences. 

4. The Conference of the Parties adopted 10 formal decisions and the fifth 
session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the 
Kyoto Protocol adopted eight decisions. The decisions adopted allow for the 
continuation of negotiations towards: 

 (a) Enabling the full, effective and sustained implementation of the 
Convention through long-term cooperative action, now, up to 2012 and beyond;  

__________________ 

 1  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1771, No. 30822. 



 A/65/294
 

3 10-48475 
 

 (b) Considering further commitments for parties included in annex I for the 
period beyond 2012, in accordance with article 3, paragraph 9, of the Kyoto 
Protocol; 

 (c) Providing for further support in the implementation of the Convention 
and its Kyoto Protocol.  

5. At the Conference, the Copenhagen Accord was developed by a group of 
Heads of State and Government, and other heads of delegation and the Conference 
of the Parties took note of it. The Copenhagen Accord emphasized the political will 
to urgently combat climate change in accordance with the principle of common but 
differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. As at 29 July 2010, a total 
of 137 parties had expressed their intention to be associated with or agree to the 
Accord.  

6. Significant progress was made in Copenhagen in the negotiations under the 
Bali Road Map, through the Ad Hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for 
Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol and the Ad Hoc Working Group on 
Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention. However, governments did 
not reach a level of agreement that would have allowed the Working Groups to 
conclude their work pursuant to decisions 1/CMP.1 and 1/CP.13. Through decisions 
1/CP.15 and 1/CMP.5, the mandates of the two Working Groups were extended for 
another year. They have been tasked with presenting the outcome and results of their 
work at the sixteenth session of the Conference of the Parties and the sixth 
Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol, in Cancún, Mexico.  

7. Based on the progress made in Copenhagen, and in subsequent work under the 
two Working Groups, the Cancún Conference can take decisive steps towards 
putting in place a comprehensive operational architecture of implementation in the 
areas of adaptation, mitigation, finance, technology and capacity-building, and 
launch mitigation action in specific sectors, such as forests. 
 

 2. Progress in negotiations 
 

  Progress under the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under 
the Convention 
 

8. In Copenhagen, discussions took place on a series of draft decisions on the 
areas identified in the Bali Action Plan (decision 1/CP.13), which were presented by 
the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention 
to the Conference of the Parties for consideration.  

9. Good progress was made in Copenhagen under the Working Group, with 
negotiations reaching different degrees of maturity on a number of key issues, 
including the following: 

 (a) A comprehensive adaptation framework, and its objectives, principles 
and categories of action;  

 (b) A technology mechanism with a technology executive committee and a 
technology centre to undertake technology-related activities for mitigation and 
adaptation, as well as the implementation of those activities;  
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 (c) Scope and objectives relating to reducing emissions from deforestation 
and forest degradation in developing countries and the role of conservation, 
sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in 
developing countries2 as well as to reference levels and safeguards. 

10. Some progress was made on: 

 (a) Enhancing capacity-building and the institutional arrangements for doing so; 

 (b) Finance and the necessary institutional arrangements.  

11. The Working Group held its ninth session from 9 to 11 April 2010. It agreed on 
the organization and methods of work for 2010 and invited its Chair to prepare a 
text to facilitate negotiations among parties, drawing on the report of the Working 
Group presented to the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth session, as well as 
work undertaken by the Conference on the basis of that report.  

12. At the tenth session of the Working Group, held from 1 to 11 June 2010, its 
Chair submitted a text that formed the basis for focused negotiations among parties 
and further elaboration of important elements, in particular on a new climate fund 
and on measurement, reporting and verification. The Chair has submitted the second 
version of the text, taking into account the progress made at the tenth session, for 
consideration by the Working Group at its eleventh session. 
 

  Progress under the Ad Hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for Annex I 
Parties under the Kyoto Protocol 
 

13. The main task of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for 
Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol, pursuant to the work programme adopted 
at its second session, held in Nairobi, is the consideration of new commitments to be 
inscribed through an amendment to annex B to the Kyoto Protocol. It is also 
considering other issues, including: land use, land-use change and forestry; 
emissions-trading and the project-based mechanisms; methodological issues; and 
information on the potential environmental, economic and social consequences of 
measures taken.  

14. The Working Group made progress in the preparation of a draft decision on 
amendments to the Kyoto Protocol pursuant to its article 3, paragraph 9, and agreed 
that the draft text would benefit from additional work on the unresolved issues. 
Amendments to the Kyoto Protocol that were discussed included those in relation to 
a number of articles of the Protocol and its annex A, listing greenhouse gases, and 
its annex B, listing quantified emission limitation or reduction commitments of 
annex I parties.  

15. The Working Group held its eleventh session from 9 to 11 April 2010. It 
agreed to continue with its work programme and requested its Chair to prepare 
documentation to facilitate negotiations on the basis of the annex to the report on its 
tenth session, taking into consideration the work undertaken and decisions adopted 
by the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol at its fifth session.  

16. At its twelfth session, held from 1 to 11 June 2010, the Working Group 
recalled the iterative nature of its work programme and discussed the focus of its 

__________________ 

 2  Known as REDD-plus; see Bali Action Plan, para. 1 (b) (iii). 
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work for 2010. The Working Group requested the secretariat to organize at its 
thirteenth session an in-session workshop on the scale of emission reductions to be 
achieved by annex I parties in aggregate and the contributions of annex I parties, 
individually or jointly, to the reductions. The Working Group also requested the 
secretariat to prepare a paper on the legal options available, aimed at ensuring that 
there is no gap between the first and subsequent commitment periods of the Kyoto 
Protocol and on the legal consequences and implications of such a gap. 
 

  Copenhagen Accord 
 

17. The Copenhagen Accord recognized the need to reduce global greenhouse gas 
emissions so as to hold the increase in global temperature below 2 degrees Celsius 
and to take action to meet this objective consistent with science and on the basis of 
equity. It also recognized the critical impacts of climate change and the potential 
impacts of response measures on countries that are particularly vulnerable to its 
adverse effects and stressed that enhanced action and international cooperation on 
adaptation are urgently required to ensure the implementation of the Convention by 
enabling and supporting the implementation of adaptation actions. 

18. Since the Copenhagen Conference, all industrialized countries have provided 
information on their quantified economy-wide emission targets for 2020, and 
39 developing countries have provided information on nationally appropriate 
mitigation actions to limit their greenhouse gas emissions. Together, all of these 
countries represent over 80 per cent of global energy emissions. 

19. In the Copenhagen Accord, developed countries agreed to a collective 
commitment to provide new and additional resources for mitigation, adaptation and 
fast-start finance, approaching $30 billion for 2010-2012, and in the context of 
meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation, developed 
countries committed to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion a year by 2020 to 
address the needs of developing countries. 
 

 3. Progress on implementation 
 

20. Progress has been made not only in the negotiations on further commitments 
for annex I parties under the Kyoto Protocol and on long-term cooperative action 
under the Convention, but also on the implementation of the Convention and the 
Kyoto Protocol. Based on the greenhouse gas inventories from annex I parties 
received by the secretariat by 15 September 2009, total aggregate greenhouse gas 
emissions, excluding emissions/removals from land use, land-use change and 
forestry, for all annex I parties decreased by 3.9 per cent; greenhouse gas 
emissions/removals including land use, land-use change and forestry decreased by 
5.2 per cent between 1990 and 2007.3 A large share of these emission reductions 
were from annex I parties with economies in transition, and many countries are on 
track to meet their targets under the Kyoto Protocol. 

21. Parties have continued to develop and implement climate-change strategies, 
action plans and/or programmes consisting of broad portfolios of policies and 
measures to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and for adaptation to climate 
change. Non-annex I parties continue to prepare and submit their national 

__________________ 

 3  1990-2007 is the latest period for which data on greenhouse gas emissions and removals are 
available from annex I parties. 
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communications containing information on national greenhouse gas inventories, 
measures envisaged or taken to adapt to impacts of climate change, measures to 
mitigate climate change, constraints and gaps and related financial and technical and 
capacity needs.  

22. National communications from non-annex I parties contain information on 
national greenhouse gas inventories, measures envisaged or taken to adapt to 
impacts of climate change, measures to mitigate climate change, constraints and 
gaps and related financial and technical and capacity needs, among others. As at 
July 2010, of the 153 non-annex I parties, 137 had submitted their initial national 
communications, 25 their second national communications, 1 its third national 
communication and 1 its fourth.  
 

  Work under the Conference of the Parties 
 

23. The fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties emphasized the 
importance of providing relevant technical advice and support for the process of 
preparation of national communications, and decided to reconstitute the 
Consultative Group of Experts on national communications from non-annex I 
parties for a period of three years (2010-2012). The Consultative Group of Experts 
will provide, inter alia, technical support, especially in the areas of national 
greenhouse gas inventories, vulnerability and adaptation assessment, mitigation 
assessment, research and systematic observation, education, training and political 
awareness, technology transfer and capacity-building. 

24. The Conference of the Parties adopted a decision to develop and implement an 
updated training programme for greenhouse gas inventory review experts for the 
technical review of inventories from annex I parties.4 The training programme 
consists of three courses and a refresher seminar. The courses are a basic course, a 
review of complex models and higher-tier methods, and a course on improving 
communication and facilitating consensus in expert review teams. 

25. Work progressed at the thirty-first session of the Subsidiary Body for 
Scientific and Technical Advice on approaches to stimulate action on reducing 
emissions from deforestation in developing countries. This resulted in a decision of 
the Conference of the Parties that has allowed further progress on enhancing 
coordination of capacity-building activities aimed at the application of the most 
recent guidance and guidelines of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
to estimate anthropogenic forest-related greenhouse gas emissions and removals, 
forest carbon stocks and forest-area changes.5 This work under the Subsidiary Body 
is closely linked to the ongoing discussions under the Ad Hoc Working Group on 
Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention on reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries and the role of 
conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon 
stocks in developing countries. 

26. The fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties recognized the 
significant progress made during the period from 2004 to 2008 in improving the 
observing systems for climate and urged parties to work towards addressing 

__________________ 

 4  Decision 10/CP.15. 
 5  Decision 4/CP.15. 
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priorities and gaps identified in the progress report on the implementation plan of 
the Global Climate Observing System.  

27. Parties considered the fourth review of the financial mechanism, and the 
Conference of the Parties requested the Subsidiary Body for Implementation to 
continue its consideration of the review with a view to recommending a draft 
decision for adoption at the sixteenth session of the Conference of the Parties. The 
fourth review of the financial mechanism includes consideration of the findings of 
the fourth overall performance study, as well as invitations to the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) to enhance its support and improve its modalities, and 
guidance for GEF in doing so. Additionally, the Conference of the Parties requested 
the Subsidiary Body for Implementation to continue its consideration of additional 
guidance for GEF. 

28. In respect of the various funds under the Convention, GEF has mobilized 
voluntary contributions of $224 million for the Least Developed Countries Fund and 
as of June 2010 had received $169 million of that sum. GEF has mobilized 
voluntary contributions of $147 million for the Special Climate Change Fund, of 
which $110 million had been received as of February 2010.  

29. The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technical Advice and the Subsidiary 
Body for Implementation, at their thirty-first sessions, endorsed the rolling 
programme of work of the Expert Group on Technology Transfer for 2010-2011. 
The programme of work includes activities in relation to technology needs 
assessments, innovative options for financing the development and transfer of 
technologies, collaborative research and development, and enhancing cooperation 
with relevant international organizations. Furthermore, the Expert Group is engaged 
in a dialogue with representatives of the business community, which will help to 
increase the participation of the private sector in the Framework Convention 
process. There has also been progress in the development and transfer of 
technologies in the context of the negotiations under the Ad Hoc Working Group on 
Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention, and the establishment of a 
technology mechanism under the Convention has been considered. 

30. The Conference of the Parties requested the Subsidiary Body for 
Implementation to continue its consideration of the second comprehensive review of 
the implementation of the framework for capacity-building in developing countries. 
The Subsidiary Body will continue that work and prepare a draft decision with a 
view to its adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its sixteenth session. 
Capacity-building is part of the issues under discussion in the Ad Hoc Working 
Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention and is included in 
the text prepared by its Chair to facilitate negotiations among parties, taking into 
consideration that it is a cross-cutting issue. Similarly, at its fifth session, the 
Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol 
requested the Subsidiary Body to continue its consideration of the second 
comprehensive review of the implementation of the framework for capacity-
building, with a view to preparing a draft decision for adoption at the sixth session. 
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  Work under the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting 
of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol 
 

31. The clean development mechanism has played a crucial role in supporting the 
contribution of annex I parties that are also parties to the Kyoto Protocol towards 
mitigation efforts and has also contributed to the achievement of the sustainable 
development goals of developing countries that host clean development mechanism 
projects. At the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting 
of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, ways and means to enhance both the efficiency 
of the clean development mechanism and the regional distribution of its projects 
were discussed. In this respect, the Conference agreed on providing further guidance 
to the clean development mechanism, covering various topics: governance, 
accreditation, baseline and monitoring methodologies and additionality, registration 
of project activities and issuance of certified emission reductions, regional and 
subregional distribution and capacity-building, and resources for work on the clean 
development mechanism.  

32. Guidance on the implementation of article 6 of the Kyoto Protocol, on joint 
implementation, was provided. This included the adoption of revised rules of 
procedure of the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee; guidance on 
governance, including the enhancement of outreach activities and encouraging 
efforts towards a more transparent, consistent, predictable and efficient verification 
procedure; and guidance on resources for the work on this issue. 

33. At its fifth session, the Conference adopted amendments to the rules of 
procedure of the Adaptation Fund Board, which included amendments regarding the 
terms of office of members, alternates, the Chair and the Vice-Chair. It also 
requested the Subsidiary Body for Implementation to initiate the review of the 
Adaptation Fund. The Subsidiary Body subsequently initiated the preparation of the 
terms of reference for the review of all matters related to the Adaptation Fund, 
including its institutional arrangements. 

34. As of April 2010, available resources in the Adaptation Fund Trust Fund 
amounted to $95.23 million.6 At the tenth meeting of the Adaptation Fund Board, in 
June 2010, the Trustee updated this figure to $145 million after receiving a 
contribution of €45 million from the Government of Spain. At the same meeting, the 
Adaptation Fund Board approved four project concepts with a total proposed value 
of $21.8 million. Sales of certified emission reductions under the clean development 
mechanism have generated revenues of $85.26 million since the start of the certified 
emission reduction monetization programme in May 2009. Estimates of potential 
resources for the Adaptation Fund from certified emission reduction sales up to the 
end of 2012 range from $297 million to $438 million. 

35. At its fifth session, the Conference adopted a decision on the development and 
implementation of an updated training programme for members of expert review 
teams participating in annual reviews under article 8 of the Kyoto Protocol.7 The 
training programme consists of five different courses, on national systems; 
application of adjustments; modalities for the accounting of assigned amounts under 
article 7, paragraph 4; review of national registries and information on assigned 

__________________ 

 6  Financial status of the Adaptation Fund Trust Fund and the Administrative Trust Fund, prepared 
by the Trustee, AFB/EFC.1/5. 

 7  Decision 8/CMP.5. 
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amount; and review of activities under article 3, paragraphs 3 and 4, of the Kyoto 
Protocol. 
 

 4. High-level segment 
 

36. The joint high-level segment of the fifteenth session of the Conference of the 
Parties and the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting 
of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol was opened by the President, the Prime Minister 
of Denmark. In his address at the high-level segment he noted that the presence of 
so many Heads of State and Government reflected an unprecedented political 
determination to combat climate change.  

37. The Secretary-General delivered a statement on behalf of the United Nations 
system, in which he recognized the complexity and ambition of the talks in 
Copenhagen and called for an agreement that was fair, ambitious and 
comprehensive, asking parties to work together and reach a deal in order for 
everyone to get what they needed. He also reiterated that the Kyoto Protocol 
remained the only legally binding instrument that captured emission reduction 
commitments and that, as such, it must be maintained.  

38. More than 100 Heads of State or Government attended the Conference. At the 
high-level segment, statements were made by 167 parties, of which 85 were given 
by Heads of State or Government, 13 by either vice-presidents or deputy prime 
ministers, 58 by ministers and 11 by party representatives. Such a level of 
participation is indicative of the importance and seriousness of addressing climate 
change and of its now being an issue at the highest political level.  
 

 5. Conclusions and recommendations 
 

39. The General Assembly may wish to: 

 (a) Take note of the report of the Executive Secretary of the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, as transmitted by 
the Secretary-General; 

 (b) Note the outcomes of the fifteenth session of the Conference of the 
Parties and the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the 
Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, hosted by the Government of 
Denmark from 7 to 18 December 2009; 

 (c) Pledge its support to the continued negotiating processes under the 
Bali Road Map and encourage progress towards a comprehensive and balanced 
outcome in Cancún; 

 (d) Invite the Executive Secretary to continue to report to it on the work 
of the Conference. 
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 II. Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation 
of resolution 64/202 and the implementation of the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in 
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or 
Desertification, Particularly in Africa 
 
 

 A. Introduction 
 
 

1. In its resolution 64/202, the General Assembly requested the 
Secretary-General to report to it at its sixty-fifth session on the implementation of 
that resolution, including a report on the implementation of the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious 
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa. The present report constitutes 
an update on the principal activities that have been undertaken since the adoption of 
that resolution.  
 
 

 B. Implementation of resolution 64/202 
 
 

 1. Background 
 

2. The ninth session of the Conference of the Parties was held from 21 September 
to 2 October 2009 in Buenos Aires.  

3. The ninth session of the Conference of the Parties culminated in 36 decisions 
and 1 resolution targeting three key outcomes. They aligned the work of the 
Convention’s institutions with the 10-year strategy, put in place measures to support 
the efficient and effective implementation of the Strategy by all actors, including 
their related monitoring, and agreed on the resources to be provided to the 
Convention institutions to carry out the work planned for 2010 and 2011.  

4. Five significant institutional reforms emerged from the ninth session. First, the 
Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention was made a 
standing subsidiary body of the Conference of the Parties to assist it in regularly 
reviewing the implementation of the Convention and the strategy. Second, the 
Conference of the Parties recognized the importance of mechanisms to facilitate 
regional coordination and outlined concrete steps to support such mechanisms. 
Third, in the light of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit, it set in motion a 
process to evaluate institutional aspects of the Global Mechanism under the 
responsibility of the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties and to submit the 
evaluation’s findings for consideration by the Conference at its tenth session. 
Fourth, the Conference decided to enhance the global standing of the Committee on 
Science and Technology. To this end, it authorized the continued reshaping of the 
operations of the Committee in line with the strategy by organizing scientific 
conferences on priority themes of the Committee, a review of its roster of 
independent experts addressing the role and place of science and technology 
correspondents, and consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its tenth 
session of the Committee’s rules for electing its officers. Fifth, it defined the 
eligibility criteria for the sponsored participation of civil society organizations in 
official events and made provisions for synergy with other conventions, 
international organizations, institutions and agencies.  
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5. At the ninth session, a far-reaching agreement was achieved on the markers 
that will be used to assess and monitor the outcomes of the planned day-to-day 
activities and their impact over time, putting the Convention to Combat 
Desertification on the path to both quantitative and qualitative measurability of its 
outputs, outcomes and impact.  

6. To this end, the Conference decided that all existing and new action 
programmes must be aligned with the strategy. It also agreed on the short-term plans 
for 2010-2013 and immediate programmes or activities for 2010-2011 for the 
Convention institutions, including the planned work and next meeting of the 
Committee on Science and Technology and work programme and next meeting of 
the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention.  

7. The Conference also defined new terms for reporting progress. The 
performance review and assessment of implementation system will use a unified set 
of the provisional performance indicators for measuring progress made by affected 
countries, as well as their partners, to implement the strategy. In order to move 
towards standardizing the information and communications contained in the reports 
submitted about this progress, the Conference gave guidance on the elaboration of 
the reporting guidelines.  

8. In this context, and to support the implementation of the strategy, particularly 
at the national level, the Conference urged developed country parties and GEF to, 
among other things, provide adequate, timely and predictable resources for the land 
degradation focal area in the fifth replenishment of GEF. Subsequently, the 
performance review will be complemented by an assessment of impact on the 
livelihoods of affected populations and conditions of drylands ecosystems. Thus, the 
Conference also agreed on two mandatory and nine optional indicators, to be used 
for reporting starting in 2012. In addition, a midterm review of the strategy for 2013 
was agreed to.  

9. On the policy front, the Conference agreed that thematic policy frameworks 
for advocacy are needed and should be developed, gave consent on how to 
popularize the Convention’s work, including throughout the United Nations Decade 
for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification, and called for a follow-up of issues 
relevant to the Convention that came out of the 2008 and 2009 sessions of the 
Commission on Sustainable Development and of the 2002 World Summit on 
Sustainable Development. 

10. With regard to the land degradation assessment in drylands, the Conference 
encouraged the Committee on Science and Technology to develop collaborative 
regional training on land degradation to improve the capacity to monitor and assess 
the implementation of the Strategy. 
 

 2. First Scientific Conference 
 

11. In its decision 13/COP.8, adopted at the eighth session, held in Madrid in 
September 2007, the Conference of Parties decided that the session of the 
Committee on Science and Technology should be held in an international scientific-
style format. 

12. By mid-June 2008, the Drylands Science for Development Consortium was 
selected by the Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology, on the basis of 
its expertise on the thematic topic agreed at the eighth session of the Conference of 
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the Parties: “Biophysical and socio-economic monitoring and assessment of 
desertification and land degradation, to support decision-making in land and water 
management”. The consideration of that topic at the first Scientific Conference 
under the Convention led the Drylands Science for Development Consortium to 
adopt 11 key recommendations. They essentially reflected the means and 
methodologies through which the Convention, together with other international 
stakeholders and partnerships, would address the scientific issues of desertification, 
land degradation and drought and promote sustainable land management practices at 
the global, national and local levels, including recommendations on how the 
Convention could become a global scientific authority on those issues. 

13. Pursuant to decision 23/COP.9, the Conference of the Parties requested the 
Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology to consult with parties and 
regional groups to review the outcomes of the first Scientific Conference. As a 
result, the Convention secretariat, under the guidance of the Committee on Science 
and Technology Bureau, conducted a survey of all national focal points in May 2010 
with the aim of gathering their perceptions with regard to the 11 key 
recommendations of the first Scientific Conference. That process is still ongoing. 

14. The ninth session of the Committee for the Review of Implementation of the 
Convention will be held at the United Nations Office at Geneva, following the 
second special session of the Committee on Science and Technology. The 
Committee on Science and Technology will meet from 16 to 18 February and the 
Committee for the Review of Implementation of the Convention from 21 to 
25 February 2011. 
 

 3. Outcome of the Fourth Global Environment Facility Assembly relevant to  
the Convention  
 

15. The Fourth Assembly of the GEF was held from 24 to 28 May 2010 in Punta 
del Este, Uruguay.  

16. Among the main achievements of relevance to the Convention to Combat 
Desertification was the decision to amend the GEF instrument in order to reflect its 
role as a financing mechanism in the implementation of the Convention, in 
accordance with past decisions of the governing bodies of GEF and the Convention. 
Of significance too was the decision of the GEF Assembly to allocate $400 million 
to the land degradation focal area for the next GEF financing cycle. The funds 
would play a catalytic role in the implementation of the Convention’s 10-year 
strategy, mobilize additional investments for sustainable land management from 
other sources, scale-up sustainable land management innovations and mobilize 
baseline knowledge and tracking tools for long-term monitoring and assessment of 
land degradation impact and trends, according to the negotiating text to be 
considered by the Assembly.  
 

 4. Partnership agreements  
 

17. The secretariat of the Convention has been actively exploring partnerships and 
collaboration with relevant agencies and programmes in this respect. The most 
salient were an emerging joint work programme with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), collaboration on drought with the International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction and an agreement with the United Nations Forum on 
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Forests to work on issues related to dry forests and reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation.  

18. The Convention and the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction signed a 
memorandum of understanding in May 2010 that will set out a framework for 
collaborating on reducing the vulnerability of communities to drought-related risk 
and to expand networks that will advance the prevention of drought-associated 
disasters.  

19. The Convention to Combat Desertification, the International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction and the Convention on Biological Diversity presented a joint 
proposal on the need for a global drought portal. The portal would enhance national 
capabilities to monitor various kinds of drought and would generate the data needed 
to evaluate the regional climatic variations and drought and to monitor the status of 
and trends in drylands biodiversity and land degradation, as well as seasonal and 
interannual climate predictions to mitigate the effects of drought. 

20. On 25 May 2010, in Punta del Este, Uruguay, in the margins of the Fourth 
GEF Assembly, the Convention to Combat Desertification secretariat signed a 
memorandum of understanding with the United Nations Forum on Forests to team 
up in addressing the important institutional gap between drylands and forests, an 
essential step towards more effective implementation of sustainable forest and land 
management.  

21. Two retreats involving the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
and GEF and the Convention secretariat are scheduled for the beginning of 
September 2010, aimed at enhancing collaboration between the three secretariats. 
 

 5. Synergies between the three Rio Conventions. 
 

22. The Framework Convention on Climate Change and Convention to Combat 
Desertification secretariats have taken the initiative to advise selected least 
developed countries on the synergistic implementation of both Conventions, thus 
creating best-practice and learning experiences for other countries, and decided to 
move forward on this initiative, with guidance of the Least Developed Countries 
Expert Group of the Framework Convention on Climate Change.  

23. The Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention to Combat 
Desertification have undertaken a review of the national adaptation programmes of 
action and national action plans in selected least developed countries, to identify the 
major overlapping priority projects and to promote the development of proposals 
that address both land degradation and sustainable land management from national 
Action Plans and adaptation from national adaptation programmes of actions with 
the objective of undertaking joint action on targeted countries. 

24. The introduction of a new reporting and monitoring system is an important 
element of the 10-year strategy of the Convention to Combat Desertification and is 
in line with the current paradigm shift of the Rio Conventions towards indicator-
based reporting and results-based management. Taking into consideration the need 
to enhance synergies among the Rio Conventions when introducing new reporting 
guidelines, in its decision 8/COP.8 the Conference of Parties requested the 
secretariat to consult with the other secretariats of the Joint Liaison Group and to 
advise on ways to make reporting more efficient, taking into account the reporting 
procedures and obligations under each Rio Convention. 



A/65/294  
 

10-48475 14 
 

25. With a view to promoting synergies between the Rio Conventions, the 
secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification will participate in their 
ecosystems and climate change pavilion at the tenth session of the Conference of 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (18-29 October 2010) in Nagoya, 
Japan, along with the secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 
Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
 

 6. Cooperation with relevant United Nations agencies on land degradation issues  
 

26. In November 2009, the first inter-agency working group of the United Nations 
focusing on land issues concluded its formal meeting with an agreement to prepare, 
jointly, a rapid response report on drylands by fall 2010, and in parallel, to consider 
land challenges with a bearing on current global crises. The expected end result of 
the initiative is the identification of options for a coherent United Nations system-
wide contribution to land challenges. The meeting, hosted by the Convention to 
Combat Desertification secretariat in Bonn, was set up by the Issue Management 
Group on Land and convened by the Environment Management Group. It brought 
together representatives from 20 United Nations entities dealing with different 
aspects of land. The meeting discussed and agreed on the focus and scope of the 
report, the process and timeline for its preparation and responsibilities of the 
institutions in the task. 

27. Emphasis was placed on, among other things, the need for support for the 
widespread and increased adoption of sustainable land management practices. The 
short-term output, the rapid response report on drylands, is part of a United Nations 
system-wide initiative to support the implementation of the 10-year-strategy of the 
Convention to Combat Desertification. The Issue Management Group on Land held 
a subsequent meeting in Nairobi in May 2010 and plans to present the report to the 
next meeting of the Issue Management Group in September 2010. 
 

 7. Organization of Land Day 2 
 

28. The aim of Land Day is to heighten attention among policymakers to land 
issues of relevance to the Convention to Combat Desertification. The first Land Day 
was observed in June 2009, and Land Day 2 was held on 5 June 2010 in the margins 
of the thirty-second session of the Framework Convention on Climate Change 
subsidiary bodies in Bonn. 

29. Three panel sessions deliberated on how synergetic implementation of the 
Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention to Combat 
Desertification would foster action at the country level; how land and soil fit into 
the post-Copenhagen process in the context of land and food security; and what 
climate change negotiators need to know about water and land use in confronting 
climate change. 
 

 8. Observance of 2010 World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought 
 

30. In its resolution 49/115, the General Assembly proclaimed 17 June World Day 
to Combat Desertification and Drought. It invited all States to devote the World Day 
to promoting public awareness to combat desertification and the effects of drought 
and the implementation of the provisions of the Convention.  
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31. As in previous celebrations, the Secretary-General issued a message that was 
broadcast around the world. The message stated that when we protect and restore 
drylands, we advance on many fronts at once: we strengthen food security, we 
address climate change, we help the poor gain control over their destiny, and we 
accelerate progress towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 
Recognizing that enhancing soil enhances life, the Secretary-General reaffirmed the 
international community’s commitment to combating desertification and land 
degradation and mitigating the effects of drought. 
 

 9. United Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification  
(2010-2020) 
 

32. The General Assembly, in its resolution A/64/201, recalled its decision to 
declare the decade 2010-2020 as the United Nations Decade for Deserts and the 
Fight against Desertification. It designated the secretariat as the focal point of the 
Decade, in collaboration with UNEP, UNDP, the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) and other relevant United Nations bodies.  

33. The Convention to Combat Desertification, UNEP, UNDP, IFAD and the 
Department of Public Information formed an inter-agency task force for the 
preparation of activities to observe the Decade. The task force prepared an 
implementation strategy for the Decade, including a coordination mechanism. The 
proposed activity for 2010 is the launch of the Decade, scheduled for 16 August 
2010 in Brazil, during the Second International Conference on Climate, 
Sustainability and Sustainable Development in Semi-arid Regions.  
 

 10. Desertification, land degradation and drought in the context  
of global sustainability 
 

34. Desertification, land degradation and drought are among the most pressing 
global environmental challenges of our time, threatening to reverse the gains of 
sustainable development. They cause food insecurity, destabilize societies, entrench 
poverty and exacerbate climate change. More than 1 billion people who live on the 
world’s drylands are also among the poorest and most vulnerable. They bear the 
brunt of climate change shocks and are least able to cope. They are being left behind 
in the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. 

35. This situation needs to be addressed with the highest priority by the world 
community because of its global impact on food security, biodiversity loss and 
climate change adaptation and mitigation. There is a need for the world’s leaders to 
recommit to a political focus on those problems. 

36. In recent years there have been a number of high-level events convened on the 
eve of the opening of general debate of the General Assembly, such as the Summit 
on Climate Change in 2009 and the high-level meeting on Africa’s development 
needs in 2008. Now three high-level events are planned for September 2010, 
namely, the Summit on the Millennium Development Goals, the review of the 
Mauritius Strategy and the meeting on biodiversity. 

37. Building on the precedents, the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties, 
meeting in Bonn on 23 and 24 June 2010, supported the principle of convening a 
one-day high-level event of the General Assembly in September 2011 to address 
desertification, land degradation and drought in the context of global sustainability. 
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The outcome of such a high-level event would be conveyed to the tenth session of 
the Conference of the Parties, to be held about a month later in the Republic of 
Korea, and to the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 
(Rio+20), to be held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012. 
 
 

 C. Possible action by the General Assembly  
 
 

38. The General Assembly has contributed to advancing the processes and 
implementation of the Convention through its various resolutions adopted after 
the Rio Summit. Major leaps forward would not have been made without the 
continuous authority and political support of the Assembly. Since the adoption 
of the 10-year strategy some three years ago and further to the policy decisions 
taken at the seventeenth session of the Commission on Sustainable 
Development to strengthen the institutional policy framework and calling for 
the implementation of practical measures to combat land degradation and 
desertification, enhancement of capacity-building, transfers of technology and 
financing, the Assembly may wish to pursue its call for more political and 
financial support for the implementation of the Convention, including by 
mainstreaming its core issues into development strategies in both developing 
and developed country parties. In this respect, the Assembly may wish to 
consider convening a one-day high-level event on desertification, land 
degradation and drought in the context of global sustainability on the eve of the 
general debate of its sixty-sixth session. Precedents on climate change and 
biodiversity, particularly the latter, may apply. 

39. Further, since the ninth session of the Conference of the Parties, the 
Convention has entered the realm of measurability in terms of impact and 
performance indicators. This move was made possible through an effective 
involvement of the scientific community. The Assembly may therefore wish to 
encourage the promotion of scientific research and the strengthening of the 
scientific base on desertification and drought. Since the adoption at the ninth 
session of the new methodology and schedule for the performance review and 
assessment of implementation system, an important paradigm shift was 
achieved in the communication of information and review of implementation 
under the Convention, thus leading to the assessment and monitoring of land 
degradation and desertification. That shift, however, represents a huge 
investment by States parties and the international community in terms of 
human and financial resources. The Assembly may therefore wish to extend full 
recognition to the process and call for the additional substantive engagement 
required to measure the impact of the implementation of the Convention and 
the strategy.  

40. In addition, since it has become evident that dealing with land 
degradation contributes to addressing several global policy challenges that 
hamper sustainable development efforts, the Assembly may wish to lend its 
support to a programmatic approach in calling for more synergetic 
implementation of the three Rio Conventions at the national level. 

41. Finally, the Assembly may wish to pursue its guidance to all relevant 
United Nations programmes and agencies to strengthen the United Nations 
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system-wide coherence on land degradation in the framework of the 
Convention. 
 
 

 III. Report of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity 
 
 

 A. Introduction 
 
 

1. In its resolution 64/203, the General Assembly invited the Executive Secretary 
of the Convention on Biological Diversity to report, through the Secretary-General, 
to the Assembly at its sixty-fifth session on the work of the Conference of the 
Parties. The present report is submitted in response to that invitation, with a focus 
on issues of relevance and interest to the Assembly. 

2. Since the submission of the last report to the General Assembly, the 
Convention has moved closer to universal membership with the accession of Iraq 
and Somalia. The Convention now has 193 parties, while the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety has 159 parties. Since the submission of the last report, Angola, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, and Guinea-Bissau have acceded to the Protocol.  
 
 

 B. Preparation of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
to the Convention on Biological Diversity  
 
 

3. The preparation of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention, to be held in the city of Nagoya, Aichi prefecture, Japan, from 18 to 
29 October 2010, continued to benefit from the guidance of the Bureau. Seven 
meetings of the Bureau were convened during the reporting period. Two joint 
meetings of the Bureaux of the Conference of the Parties and of its Subsidiary Body 
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice were also convened on the 
preparation of the strategic plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020. The 
Bureau of the Subsidiary Body also made a significant contribution to the 
finalization of the third edition of Global Biodiversity Outlook. 

4. The third edition of Global Biodiversity Outlook was prepared on the basis of 
120 national reports submitted by parties. It demonstrates that the target of 
significantly reducing the loss of biodiversity 2010, agreed on by world leaders at 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, has not been met. It shows 
that biodiversity continues to be lost at an unprecedented rate and that the main 
drivers of this loss have in some cases intensified, particularly as a result of climate 
change. It warns that many ecosystems may be approaching tipping points, beyond 
which widespread and irreversible degradation will take place. The report was a key 
input for deliberations at the fourteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body, held in 
Nairobi from 10 to 21 May 2010.  

5. At its fourteenth meeting, the Subsidiary Body adopted 18 recommendations 
on, inter alia, in-depth reviews of implementation of the programmes of work on 
mountain biodiversity, inland waters biodiversity, marine and coastal biodiversity, 
and protected areas, as well as the ongoing work on biodiversity and climate 
change, and sustainable use; agricultural biodiversity, including biofuels; 
biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands; forest biodiversity; invasive alien species; 
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outcome oriented goals and targets for the period beyond 2010; incentive measures; 
the Global Taxonomy Initiative; the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation; 
consideration of the messages and implications of the third edition of the Global 
Biodiversity Outlook; new and emerging issues; and ways and means to improve the 
effectiveness of the Subsidiary Body. A proposal aimed at promoting a joint work 
programme between the three Rio Conventions was also considered.  

6. The third meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of 
Implementation of the Convention was held in Nairobi from 24 to 28 May 2010. 
The Working Group adopted 12 recommendations. Significant among these were the 
revised Strategic Plan for the Convention for the period 2011-2020 and the 
suggested multi-year programme of work of the Conference of the Parties for the 
same period, as well as the strategy for resource mobilization.  

7. The protocol on access and benefit sharing, which is currently under 
negotiation within the Convention’s Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Access 
and Benefit-sharing, will be key to the success of the new Strategic Plan for the 
Convention. The eighth meeting of the Working Group was held in Montreal from 9 
to 15 November 2009. The first part of the ninth meeting was held in Cali, 
Colombia, from 22 to 28 March 2010, and its second part in Montreal from 10 to 18 
July. The third and last part of the ninth meeting will be held in Nagoya on 16 
October. An informal open-ended intergovernmental negotiating committee was 
established to finalize the negotiation of the protocol, which will be submitted for 
adoption to the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting. The Conference of the 
Parties will be invited to consider a proposal to convene a signing ceremony for the 
protocol in June 2011. The negotiation of the protocol has benefited from the 
contributions of all stakeholders, including representatives of civil society, research 
institutions and business. Representatives of indigenous and local communities were 
also closely associated with the negotiation of the draft.  

8. The sixth meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Article 8 (j) 
and Related Provisions of the Convention was held in Montreal from 2 to 
6 November 2009. The meeting made a substantive contribution with respect to 
elements related to traditional knowledge in the draft protocol on access and 
benefit-sharing. Significant progress was also achieved on the finalization of a code 
of ethical conduct to ensure respect for the cultural and intellectual heritage of the 
world’s indigenous and local communities, as well as on the revised workplan for 
article 8 (j). 

9. A meeting on business and access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing was 
held in December 2009 in Jakarta, in conjunction with the Third Business and 
Biodiversity Conference. More than 200 companies participated and adopted the 
Jakarta Charter on Business and Biodiversity, submitted for adoption by the 
Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting. A high level dialogue between 
ministers and chief executive officers of companies will be held in conjunction with 
the high-level segment of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, as well 
as the Messe Nagoya 2010, a technological fair on biodiversity. A meeting on access 
to genetic resources and benefit-sharing and research institutions was convened in 
Paris in July 2010. A high-level dialogue with mayors and local authorities will be 
also be convened in conjunction with the tenth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties. 
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10. Further to Conference of the Parties decision IX/28, in which the Conference 
recognized the need to engage cities and local authorities in the implementation of 
the Convention, the second Curitiba Meeting on Cities and Biodiversity was 
convened in January 2010 with a view to developing a multi-year plan of action on 
cities, local authorities and biodiversity. The process, supported by at least seven 
parties to the Convention, will bring the plan of action to the City Biodiversity 
Summit 2010 in Nagoya, where it will be finalized just prior to the high-level 
segment of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The meeting will 
have also before it the proposed City Biodiversity Index, which was developed at 
two expert meetings held in Singapore in February 2009 and July 2010 and which is 
being tested in 28 cities. The City Biodiversity Index was also considered at the 
second Conference of the Network URban BIOdiversity and Design URBIO 2010, 
held from 18 to 22 May in Nagoya, Japan. The Conference adopted the Nagoya 
Declaration — URBIO 2010, which is aimed at promoting the implementation of 
the Convention at the urban level. In their negotiations on the Strategic Plan for the 
Convention for the period 2011-2020, the Working Group on Review of 
Implementation of the Convention at its third meeting and the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its fourteenth meeting both noted 
that the Strategic Plan would be implemented primarily through activities at the 
national and subnational levels, and that the values of biodiversity should be 
integrated by all countries into their national and local strategies and planning 
processes. 

11. Further to decision IX/25, a multi-year plan of action on South-South 
cooperation on biodiversity for development will be submitted for adoption to the 
Group of 77 and China forum on biodiversity, to be held in Nagoya in conjunction 
with the meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The draft multi-year plan of 
action was prepared by the first meeting of the Steering Committee for South-South 
Cooperation at the ambassadorial level, as well as at the second Expert Meeting for 
South-South Cooperation on Biodiversity for Development, held in Nairobi in May 
2010. The multi-year plan of action on South-South cooperation will be a major tool 
for the implementation of the new Strategic Plan for the Convention for the period 
2011-2020.  

12. The preparation of the high-level event on biodiversity at the sixty-fifth 
session of the General Assembly, convened to celebrate the International Year of 
Biodiversity, benefited from the guidance of the Bureau of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention. It was a standing item on its agenda and was discussed at 
its eleventh meeting. The preparation of the high-level segment was also discussed 
during the visit to the secretariat of the Convention in July 2010 by the President-
elect of the General Assembly at its sixty-fifth session; his summary of the high-
level event will be transmitted to the high-level segment of the tenth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties, to be held from 27 to 29 October. The Japanese singer 
Misia was appointed Honorary Ambassador for the tenth meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties. The logo of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, with 
the slogan “Living in harmony into the future”, is displayed on the planes of Japan 
Airlines.  
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 C. Preparation of the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol  
on Biosafety  
 
 

13. The preparations for the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving 
as the Meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, to be held in 
Nagoya from 11 to 16 October 2010, continued to benefit from the guidance of the 
Bureau of the Conference of the Parties. During the reporting period, three meetings 
of the Bureau were held. Three meetings of the Group of Friends of the Co-Chairs 
on Liability and Redress under the Protocol were also held to finalize international 
rules and procedures on liability and redress for damage that may result from the 
transboundary movement of living modified organisms. The parties are expected to 
adopt a supplementary protocol on liability and redress to the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety at their fifth meeting. The parties will have before them a proposal to 
convene a signing ceremony in New York on 7 March 2011 in conjunction with the 
second meeting of the preparatory committee of Rio+20. At the fifth meeting, the 
parties are also expected to adopt a 10-year strategic plan for the implementation of 
the Protocol for the period 2011-2020, with the aim of strengthening global, 
regional and national action to ensure an adequate level of protection in the field of 
the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms that may have 
adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, 
taking also into account risks to human health. 

14. The parties hope to facilitate the establishment and further development of 
effective biosafety systems for the implementation of the Protocol, build capacity 
among various stakeholders, increase public awareness and public participation in 
decision-making involving living modified organisms, facilitate compliance and 
ensure effective information-sharing with respect to biosafety among Governments 
and other stakeholders. The parties to the Protocol, in collaboration and partnership 
with relevant organizations such as United Nations agencies, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, academic and research institutions, industry and 
the private sector representatives, are heading towards the adoption of a road map 
for risk assessment of living modified organisms, and specific guidance documents 
on the elements and procedures of risk assessments for different types of living 
modified organisms, in order to help countries in their pursuit of informed decision-
making in the development, handling and use of living modified organisms. 
 
 

 D. Celebration of the International Year of Biodiversity 
 
 

15. In its resolution 61/203, the General Assembly declared 2010 the International 
Year of Biodiversity. A strategy and plan of implementation for the Year were 
finalized. A logo bearing the slogan “Biodiversity is life, biodiversity is our life” 
was launched in Montreal in October 2009. Global celebrations were initiated with a 
message from the Secretary-General. The International Year was officially launched 
in Berlin on 11 January 2010 with the participation of the Chancellor of Germany. It 
will be closed in Kanazawa, Ishikawa, Japan on 18 and 19 December 2010. The 
closing ceremony will coincide with the launch of the International Year of Forests, 
2011.  
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16. The Convention secretariat has established a museum for the International 
Year. The collection will be unveiled at the closing ceremony as well as in New 
York during the consideration of the report on the Year at the sixty-sixth session of 
the General Assembly. On 8 July 2010, the Secretary General appointed Edward 
Norton, an American film actor and dedicated environmentalist, as the United 
Nations Goodwill Ambassador for Biodiversity.  

17. The secretariat is issuing monthly reports on activities to mark the 
International Year. In July 2010, a six-month activity report was issued 
(www.cbd.int/iyb/doc/prints/iyb-report-2010-06-en.pdf). As at 23 July, the 
secretariat had posted on its website information about 528 activities in celebration 
of the Year in 130 countries. Some 2,000 authorizations for use of the logo of the 
International Year have been provided by the secretariat. An impressive number of 
high quality activities have been organized around the world, including the issuance 
of commemorative stamps by 16 countries, as well as by the United Nations Postal 
Administration in New York, Geneva and Vienna. In the Philippines, a presidential 
decree declared 2010 the National Year of Biodiversity. With the support of GEF, a 
United States congressional launch of the Year was held in Washington, D.C., in 
April 2010, with the participation of the President of the Philippines and the Prime 
Minister of Norway.  

18. Many international organizations have held special meetings to celebrate the 
Year, in particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, UNDP, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
GEF, the United Nations University and the Economic and Social Council. World 
Environment Day was celebrated by UNEP under the theme of biodiversity. The 
main event took place in Rwanda with the participation of the President and the 
First Lady. 

19. Another secretariat advocacy and outreach initiative was its participation in 
the launch of an 11-part natural history series co-produced by BBC and Discovery 
Communications. The series is broadcast around the world to raise awareness of the 
International Year of Biodiversity. In collaboration with GEF, the logo for the Year 
was displayed at the FIFA World Cup in South Africa in June 2010 through more 
than 520 publicity spots viewed by 2 million spectators. In addition, as a result of 
efforts by the secretariat to engage the business sector, the aircraft manufacturer 
Airbus is showing its support by featuring the official logo of the Year on its largest 
passenger aircraft, the A380, which will carry the logo throughout 2010 during 
scheduled flights. The secretariat has also tapped into social networking initiatives 
and other contemporary cost-effective means such as Facebook and YouTube to 
enhance awareness of the International Year. The Facebook page for the 
International Year of Biodiversity (www.facebook.com/iyb2010) had 39,000 fans at 
the end of July 2010. 

20. During the International Year of Biodiversity there were also celebrations 
around the world for the International Day for Biological Diversity on 22 May under 
the theme “Biodiversity for development and poverty alleviation”. The main 
celebration took place in Nairobi at the headquarters of UNEP. An Action Day on 
Biodiversity was organized in 48 countries with the support of the German Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development. In addition, 45 parties to the 
Convention organized special events to celebrate the International Day. The 
secretariat announced that forest biodiversity would be the theme for the 
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International Day for Biological Diversity in 2011, as a contribution to the 
celebration of the International Year of Forests. 

21. Children and youth contributed to the celebration of the International Day for 
Biological Diversity through the Green Wave for biodiversity, an initiative aimed at 
connecting children and youth of the world with the natural world and helping them 
to discover the diversity of life that surrounds them. On the International Day for 
Biological Diversity, over 2,500 groups from 63 countries participated in the Green 
Wave campaign for 2010. In Japan, the host of the upcoming tenth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties, the Green Wave involved 111,000 participants 
representing 1,588 groups in 43 prefectures. Several international and national 
partners are engaged in the campaign. The Small Grants Programme of GEF 
contributed greatly to bringing schools in developing countries to participate in the 
Green Wave. To date, 20 airlines have become “Friends of The Green Wave” and up 
to 300 airlines could be engaged in the near future. Jean Lemire, a Canadian 
biologist, explorer and filmmaker was designated goodwill ambassador for the 
Green Wave. Mr. Lemire will lead a three-year expedition on a steel sailing ship, the 
Sedna, in order to raise public awareness about biodiversity. In addition, on 28 July, 
Walt Disney’s Animal Kingdom in Orlando, United States of America, celebrated 
the International Year of Biodiversity at Rafiki’s Planet Watch with special 
exhibitions and activities on biodiversity, based on the messages of the International 
Year. 
 
 

 E. Enhancing global biodiversity partnerships 
 
 

22. The secretariat has continued to actively pursue partnerships in the 
implementation of the three objectives of the Convention. During the reporting 
period, 10 memorandums of understanding on cooperation were signed with 
relevant partners, including the United Nations Forum on Forests, the World 
Tourism Organization, the Alliance for Zero Extinction, Conservation International, 
the International Tropical Timber Organization, Partnerships in Environmental 
Management for the Seas of East Asia, the World Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums, the Canadian Environmental Network, the Institute of Energy and 
Environment of La Francophonie and, jointly with Amazonian countries, the Latin 
American Technical Cooperation Network on National Parks, Other Protected Areas 
and Wildlife, the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources and the World Wide Fund for Nature. 

23. The secretariat has continued to work actively with the two other Rio 
Conventions. Joint activities were organized at the Conferences of the Parties to the 
Convention to Combat Desertification and the Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. The seventh meeting of the Joint Liaison Group will be held in New York 
in conjunction with the high-level meeting on biodiversity at the sixty-fifth session 
of the General Assembly. A pavilion on ecosystems and climate change will be 
organized at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties by the secretariats of 
the three Rio Conventions.  

24. Cooperation with the biodiversity-related conventions also continued. The 
third meeting of the Chairs of the Scientific Advisory Bodies of Biodiversity-related 
Conventions was held in Nairobi on 4 October 2009. Issues addressed at the meeting 
included the development of post-2010 biodiversity targets, options for improving 
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collaboration and synergy on issues of common interest, preparations for the 
International Year of Biodiversity and options for strengthening science-policy 
interfaces on biodiversity and ecosystem services. A memorandum of understanding 
with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
has been finalized and will be signed at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties. 
 
 

 F. Recommendations 
 
 

25. At its sixty-fifth session, the General Assembly may wish to: 

 (a) Welcome the results of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, including the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-
2020; 

 (b) Welcome the adoption of the protocol on access to genetic resources 
and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their utilization to 
the Convention on Biological Diversity and the supplementary protocol on 
liability and redress to the Cartagena Protocol and call for their early entry 
into force; 

 (c) Welcome the progress achieved by the International Year of 
Biodiversity in generating awareness on biodiversity issues and engaging all 
stakeholders and, in particular, welcome the international Green Wave 
initiative, aimed at engaging children and youth;  

 (d) Designate 2011-2020 the United Nations Decade of Biodiversity;  

 (e) Encourage Governments and all relevant stakeholders and 
international organizations to contribute to the celebration of the United 
Nations decade of biodiversity; 

 (f) Designate the secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
the focal point of the decade of biodiversity; 

 (g) Call on donors to make financial resources available for the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Convention and that of the 
Cartagena Protocol for the period 2011-2020;  

 (h) Urge Governments that have not yet become parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity and its Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to 
do so as soon as possible. 

 


