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CHAPTER 222
WATER AND SEWERAGE
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
1. Shorttitle.
2. I nterpretation.

3. TheAuthority.

4. Sedl.

5. Service.

6. Power to enter contracts and be sued, etc.
7. Office.

8. Proceedingsand meetingsof the Authority.

9. Appointment of committees.

10. Functionsof the Authority.

11. Vesting of property.

12. Only property used for supply of water or disposal of sewage affected.
13. Remuneration of Commissoners.

14. Declaration of interest.
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15.  Annud report of Authority.
16.  Appointments.
17.  Employment.
18.  Termsof employment.
19.  Transfer on secondment.
20.  Pensonscheme.
21.  Content of pension scheme.
22.  Responshility of officers.
23. Financid provisons.
24, Fundsand resources of Authority.
25.  Guaranteeof borrowingsof Authority.
26.  Applicationof revenue.
27.  Authorisedinvestments.
28. Duty of the Authority infinancial matters.
29.  Accountsand audit. Submission of budget estimates.
30. Rulesmade by the Authority.
31. Power of Authority to appoint local authoritiesitsagentsfor certain
pUrpOSES.
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32.  Authority responsiblefor supply of water, etc.

33. Power of Authority with regard to private property.
34.  Authority of water purveyor.

35. Licencesto abstract water for industrial purposes.

36. Power torequireloca authoritiesand water purveyorsto carry out
surveysand formulate proposals.

37. Power of Authority to requirerecordsand information from persons
abstracting water.

38.  Agreement astodrainage, etc., of land.

39. Power to prohibit or restrict temporarily use of hosepipes.

40. By-lawsfor preventing waste, misuseor contamination of water.
41. By-lawsfor preventing pollution of water of Authority, etc.

42. Penalty for polluting water used for human consumption.

43. Generd provisonsasto by-laws.

44, Execution of worksfor protection of water.

45. Power of Authority to acquirewater rights.

46.  Amount and measurement of water taken.

47. Public standpipes.
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48.  Temporary discharge of water into watercourses.
49, Pendty for giving fa seinformation.
50. Laying of supply pipes, &tc.
51. L aying of communication pipes, etc.
52. Power of Authority to require separate service pipes.
53.  Vesting of communication pipesand repair of such pipesand of sup-
ply pipesin highways.
54, Provision asto position, etc., of stopcocks.
55.  Water rate.
56. Prescription of water rate.
57.  Alterationof assessmentroll.
58. Recovery of ratesand chargesfrom persons|eaving premises.
59. Register of meter to be evidence.
60. Chargeinlieu of water rate.
61. Power to test water fittings.
62. Power to enter premisesto detect waste or misuse of water.
63. Power to repair supply pipes.
64. Penalty for waste, etc., of water by non-repair of water fittings.
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65.  Pendtiesfor misuseof water.

66. Pendlty for fraudulent use of water.

67. Pendty for interferencewith valvesand apparatus.

68. Pendty for extension or ateration of pipes, etc.

69. Metersto be connected or disconnected by Authority.
70. Meters, etc., to measure water or detect waste.

71.  Noticeof discontinuance.

72. Responsibility for sewage system.

73.  Authority may cause sewerageworksto be constructed.

74.  Authority to enforce construction of water closetsand house sewersin
each area.

75. Payment of cost of house sewersand collecting sewers.
76.  Sewerageconnections.

77. Power of Authority to grant licencesto sanitary constructorsor sus-
pend or cancel licences.

78. Power to lay sewers.
79. Power tolay collecting sewers, etc.

80. Power of Authority to require separate house sewers.
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81l.  Vestingof collecting sewersand repair of such sewersand of house
sewersin highways.

82. Seweragerate.

83. Prescription of seweragerate.

84.  Alterationof assessmentroll.

85. Discount for prompt payment of seweragerates.

86. Recovery of ratesfrom persons|eaving premises.

87. Penalty for misuse, etc., of seweragefacilitiesby non-repair of water
closets, etc.

88. Disposal of sewage other than by sewer.

89.  Allowing anything but sewageand paper to bein sewers.

0. Permitting prohibited sewageto flow into sewers.

91.  Power to break open streets.

92. Noticeto be given before breaking open streets, etc.

93.  Streets, etc., not to be broken open except under supervision of
personsresponsbletherefor.

94.  Streets, etc., broken opento bereinstated without del ay.

95, Remedieswhere Authority failsto comply with requirementsof
section 94,
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96. Duty to give notice of certainworks.

97.  Authority may obtain copiesof assessment roll on payment.

98. Power to enter premises.

99. Power to require occupier to permit worksto be executed by owner.
100. Appealsand applicationstoinferior courts.

101. Legd proceedings.

102. Taxexemption.

103. Equipment.

104. Judgesandjusticesnot to bedisqualified by liability to rates.

105. Power to supply water fittings, etc.

106.  Authority to providedomestic supply and seweragefacilitiesfor
new buildings.

107. Liability for and recovery of water ratesand seweragerates.
108. Trangtiond provision concerning water and seweragerates.
109. Declarationof rura water supply aress.

110.  Establishment of Boardsof Management.

111.  Functionsand powersof the Board.
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112.  Board protected by Public Authorities Protection Act.
113. Membersof theBoard not liable personally.
114.  Power of Board to appoint staff.
115.  Fnancid provisons,
116.  Accountsand audits.
117.  Submissionof budget estimates.
118.  Account to be opened by the Board.
119. Applicationof revenues.
120.  Authorisedinvestments.
121. Regulations
122.  Sections109to 121toprevail over existing law.
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CAP 185,

CHAPTER 222 R. E. 1980-1990.
16 of 1970.

WATER AND SEWERAGE! Sof 1976.
130f 1978.

24 of 1980.
22 0f 1987.
18 0of 1989.
12 of 1991.
26 of 1994.
S.1.170of 1971.

[10th March, 1971]  Commencement.

1.-(1) ThisAct may be cited asthe Water and Sewerage Act. Short title.

(2) Atanytimeafter thisAct hascomeinto operationthe Minister may, by
Order publishedinthe Gazette, declare any areaof the country to bean area
of water supply with effect from the date specified in such Order. When any
areaof the country becomesan areaof water supply, theprovisonsof thisAct
relating to areas of water supply shall apply to such area.

(3) Atanytimeafter thisAct hascomeinto operationthe Minister may, by
Order publishedinthe Gazette, declare any areaof the country to beasewer-
agedisposal areawith effect from the date specified in such Order. Whenany
areaof the country becomesasewerage disposal area, the provisionsof this
Act relating to sewerage disposal areasshall apply to such area.

(4) Thedateonwhichany areaof the country becomesan areaof water
supply or asewerage disposal areashal, in respect of such area, bethevesting
datefor the purposesof section 11.

1 Theprovision of water and sewerage services was declared to be a public utility pursu-
ant to the Public Utilities Commission Act, Chapter 223.
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Interpretation.

(5) TheMinister may appoint different datesfor different areasof the
country to become areas of water supply and different datesfor areasof the
country to become sewerage disposal areas. An areamay be an area of
water supply notwithstanding that it isnot asewerage disposal areaand an
areamay be asewerage disposal areanotwithstanding that it isnot an areaof
water supply.

2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-

“approvedtrap” meansany trap that performsthefunctions stated in the defi-
nitionof “trap” herein;

“areaof water supply” meansany areadeclared by theMinister tobean area
of water supply under section 1;

“Authority” meansthe Water and Sewerage A uthority established by section
3

“collecting sewer” meansacommon pipe, not being astreet sewer, intowhich
isdischarged or intowhichit isintended to dischargethe sewagefromtwo or
more premises and which conveysthat sewageinto astreet sewer, andin-
cludesall appliancesand accessoriesthereto;

“collecting sawer sysem” meansacollecting sewer together with al thehouse-
sewershby which sewageisconveyedinto the collecting sewer;
“Commissioner” meansaWater Commissioner gppointed under section 3;

“communication pipe’ means-

(@  wherethepremisessupplied or to be supplied withwater abut
onthe part of thestreetinwhichthemainislaid and the ser-
vice pipe entersthose premises otherwisethan through the
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Water and Sewerage [CAP.222 13

outer wall of abuilding abutting on the street and hasastop-
cock placed inthose premisesand asnear to the boundary of
that street asisreasonably practical, somuch of theservice
pipe aslies between the main and the stopcock;

(b) inany other case, so much of the service pipeasliesbetween
themain and theboundary of thestreetinwhichthemainis
laid and includestheferruleat thejunction of the servicepipe
withthemainand also-

0] where the communication pipeendsat astop
cock, that stopcock; and

(i) any stopcock fitted on the communication
pi pe between the end thereof and themain;

“contravention” includesfailureto comply, and“ contravene’ shall be con-
strued accordingly;

“cut off” in relation to the supply of water, means stop the supply whether by
operating atap, by disconnecting pipesor otherwise;

“financid year” meansthe period of twelvemonthscommencingon 1st April in
any year and ending onthe 31st Marchinthefollowing year;

“house connection” meansthat portion of the house sewer outside the bound-
ary of the premises;

“house sewer” meansany drain or pipefor thedrainage of the seswagefroma
houseor building, itsareas, water-closets, baths, officesand stables, to astreet
sewer or to acollecting sewer and includesthe house connection, gully traps,
sinks, approved trapsand other accessories,
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CAPR.87.

“land” includesany interest in land and any easement or right in, to or over
land;

“local authority” meansthe Belize City Council and any Town Council consti-
tuted and established under the Town Council Act;

“main” meansapipefor the purpose of giving ageneral supply of water as
distinct from asupply toindividual consumersand includesany apparatus
used in connectionwith such pipe;

“premises’ includeshouses, buildingsandland;

“servicepipe’ meansso much of any pipefor supplying water fromamainto
any premisesasissubject to water pressure or would be so subject but for the
closing of sometap;

“sawage’ includesthewaste of anima life other than stable manure, thedrain-
age of stablewater and liquid waste discharged from sinks, basins, baths, and
all other water which has been used for domestic purposesor inany industrial
processes, and all wastewater;

“sewerage disposal area’ meansany areadeclared by the Minister tobea
sewerage areaunder section 1;

“sewerageworks’ means street sewer, collecting sewers, house sewersand
works or appliances of every kind forming part of the construction of the
Sewer system or necessary, accessory or incidenta thereto andincludespump-
ing Stationsand treatment plants;

“s0il pipe” meansthe pipeforming the connection between awatercloset and
the house sewer, and includesall necessary appliances,

“stopcock” meansamechanical devicefor regulating theflow of liquid;
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Water and Sewerage [CAP.222 15

“dreet” includesany road or thoroughfare whether adapted for vehicular traffic
or not and includes any pavement or foot-path adjoining such street;

“dreet sewer” meansall sewers, pipes, manholes, gullies, flushing tanks, venti-
lating openingsor shafts concerning the sewer system on and under theroads,
streetsand landswithin asewerage areg;

“supply of water for domestic purposes’ meansasufficient supply for drinking,
washing, cooking and sanitary purposesandincludesasupply for the purposes
of aprofession carried oninany premisesthegreater part whereof isused asa
house except, however, that it doesnot include asupply of water for the busi-
nessof alaundry or abusinessof preparing food or beveragesfor consumption
other than onthe premises;

“supply pipe’ meansso much of any service pipeasisnot acommunication
pipe;

“trap” meansadepressed portion of adrain pipe constructed to remain full with
water in order to prevent the free passage of sewer air, insectsor vermin;

“water closet” includesthe necessary pan, supporting base, fitting, cisternsand
other flushing arrangements, soil pipeand ventilation shaft, and any other con-
nection usually used for collecting and conveying sewage from one placeto
another; 120f 1991

“watercourss” includesal rivers, streams, ditches, drains, culverts, dykes, duices
and passagesthrough whichwater flows;

“waterworks’ includesdl pipes, mains, cands, weirs, buildings, erections, pumps
and machinery, appliances and works used or intended to be used for or in
connectionwith the supply of water for domestic purposes,

“water supply reservearea” meansany areain the country soreservedand  5of 1976.
declared by the Authority.
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The Authority.

50f 1976.

50f 1976.

50f 1976.

50f 1976.

3.-(1) Thereishereby established an Authority to be called the Water and
Sewerage Authority which shall be abody corporatewith perpetual succes-
sionand acommon sedl.

(2) TheAuthority shal consist of ninemembers appointed by theMinis-
ter, called Water Commissioners, one of whom shall be nominated by the
Minister responsiblefor Finance and another by the Minister responsiblefor
Local Government.

(3) Thereshdl beaChairman and aDeputy-Chairman of the Authority
appointed by the Minister from among the Commissioners.

(4) Subject to subsections(5) and (6), every appointment asaCommis-
sioner shall befor such period, not exceeding two years, asmay be specified
inthe appointment and every Commissioner shall beeigiblefor re-appoint-
ment.

(5) A Commissioner may resign hisappointment at any timeby giving
noticeinwriting to the Minister through the Chairman, and such notice shall
takeeffect thirty daysafter receipt by the Minister of such notice of resigna
tion.

(6) TheMinister may at any timerevokeany appoi ntment made by him
under thissection if such Commissioner-

(@ becomesof unsound mind or isincapableof carrying out his
duties,

(b)  becomesbankrupt, or compoundswith or suspends pay-
ment to hiscreditors,

(¢) isconvicted and sentenced to aterm of imprisonment or to
desth;
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Water and Sewerage [CAP.222 17

(d) isconvicted of any offenceinvolving dishonesty;
(&) isquilty of misconduct inrelationto hisduties,

()  isabsent, except onleave granted by the Authority, fromthree
consecutive meetingsof the Authority;

(g) falstocarry out any of thedutiesor functionsconferred or
imposed on him under thisAct;

(h) refusestoact or withholdsinformation asrequired under sec-
tion14(1).

(7) TheMinister may appoint any person to be atemporary Commis-
sioner if any Commissioner isfor any reason unabletofill thefunctionsof his
office.

(8) Every appointment asaCommissioner and thetermination of every
appointment whether by resignation, revocetion, effluxion of timeor death shall
benotified inthe Gazette.

4.-(1) There shall beacommon seal of the Authority which shall beinsuch ~ Sedl.
form asthe Authority may decideand which shall bekeptinthecustody of the  50f 1976.
Chief Executive Officer.

(2) Thesed of the Authority shall beattested by the Chief Executive Of-  50f 1976.
ficer or hisdeputy.

(3) All documents, other than thoserequired by law to beunder sedl, made
by, and al decisionsof, the Authority may besignified under the signatures of
one Commissioner and the Chief Executive Officer or hisdeputy. 50f 1976.

5. Service upon the Authority of any notice, order or other document ~ Service.
shdl be effected by ddlivering or by sendingit by registered post addressed to
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Power to enter
contracts and be
sued, etc.

Office.
50f 1976.

Procedure and
meetings of the
Authority.

50f 1976.

the Chief Executive Officer at the principal office of the Authority in Belize
City.

6.- (1) The Authority shall have power to make contractswhether for per-
sonal services or otherwise, to sue and be sued in its corporate name, to
receive, acquire, purchase, lease, take, hold and enjoy any property whether
movableor immovablefor the purpose of itsfunctionsunder thisAct and to
s, mortgage, convey, assign, surrender, transfer or otherwise dispose of any
such property when not so required.

(20 Noactionshdl lieagainst the Authority, and the Authority may not be
sued for any damagesarising out of any impurity inthewater supplied by the
Authority or any insufficiency inor failure of the supply of water.

(3) Notwithstanding that any judgment may have been entered against the
Authority, the property of the Authority, whether movableor immovable, shall
not beliableto be sold by virtue of the order of any court.

7. The Authority shall haveits principal officein Belize City and such
sub-officesin such other placesasit may think necessary.

8.-(1) The Authority shall meet at least onceaquarter and at such other times
asmay be necessary or expedient for the transaction of business, and such
meetingsshd | be held at such place and timeand on such daysasthe Author-
ity may determine. Such meeting will be convened by the Chairman of the
Authority by written noti ce addressed to each Commissioner.

(2) TheCharmanmay at any timecall agpecia meeting of the Authority
and shdl call aspecia meeting within seven daysof thereceipt of arequisition
for that purpose addressed to him inwriting by any three Commissioners.

(3) TheChairman, or in hisabsencethe Deputy-Chairman, shall preside
at dl meetingsof the Authority, but intheevent that both Chairman and Deputy-
Chairman are absent or unableto attend, the Commissioners present at the
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Water and Sewerage [CAP.222 19

meeting shal eect onefrom among themsalvesto act as Chairman at that meet-
ing.

(4) FveCommissoners, oneatleast of whomshdl betheChairmanorthe  50f 1976.
Deputy-Chairman, shal form aquorum and, subject to the exi stence of aquo-
rum, the powersof the Authority shall inno way beaffected by any vacancy in
themembership thereof.

(5) Decisonsshal beby mgority vote. The Chairman or Deputy-Chair-
man, if heso presides, shall havean origina vote, andinany caseinwhichthe
votingisequal, the Chairman or Deputy-Chairman presiding at the meeting
shdl haveacasting vote.

(6) Decisonsmay betaken by circulation of papersprovidedthat inall
such casesthedecisionisunanimoudy agreed and it shall berecorded inthe
minutesof the next following meeting of the Authority.

(7) Minutesin proper form of each meeting shall bekept by the Secretary
and shall be confirmed by the Chairman or the Deputy-Chairman at the next
meeting. Certified copiesof such minuteswhen so confirmed shall befor-
warded to the Minister within seven days.

(8) TheAuthority may co-opt any one or more personsto attend any par-
ticular meeting of the Authority for the purpose of assisting or advising the
Authority, but no such co-opted person shall have any right to vote.

(9) Subject to thissection, the Authority may by Standing Ordersregulate
itsown proceedings.

(10) No persond liability shall attach to the Commissionersor any of them
in respect of anything done or suffered in good faith under this Act and any
sumsof money, damagesor costswhich may berecovered against them or any
of themfor anything done or suffered asaforesaid shal bepaid out of thefunds
of the Authority.
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Appointment of
committees.

Functions of the
Authority.

50f 1976.

9.-(1) The Authority may appoint committeesto examineand report toit on
any matter whatever arising out of or connected with any of its powersand
dutiesunder thisAct.

(2) A committee appointed by the Authority shall consist of at least one
Commissioner together with such other persons, whether Commissionersor
not, whose assi stance or advicethe Authority may desire.

(3) Wherepersons, not being Commissioners, aremembersof acommit-
tee appointed under this section, the Authority may by resolution declarethe
remuneration and allowances of such persons, and such sumsshall properly
be so payable out of the funds and resources of the Authority.

(4) TheAuthority may by resolution reject thereport of any such commit-
teeor adopt it either wholly or with such modifications, additions or adapta-
tionsasthe Authority may think fit.

10.-(1) Inthe exercise and performance of itsfunctions, powersand duties
under thisor any other enactment, the Authority shall act in accordancewith
any specia or generd directionsgiventoit by theMinister; but subject tothis
section, the Authority shdl, when exercising and performing itsfunctions, pow-
ersand duties, be subject to the control or direction of no other person or
authority.

(2) Intheperformanceof itsfunctionsand dutiesand inthe exercise of
itspowers, the Authority may do al thingsthat may be necessary or expedient
to secure the advantageous execution of the purposes of thisAct and in par-
ticular:-

(@ theAuthority may utilisethefundsof the Authority for the
purposeof discharginglega obligationsand commitmentsof
the Authority;

(b) theAuthority shal ensurethat any |loan madeto the Authority
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Water and Sewerage [CAP.222 21

isutilised for the purposefor which it wasmade.

11.- (1) When any areaof the country isdeclared an areaof water supply ora  Vesting of
sewerage disposal area, thereshall vestinthe Authority uponthevestingdate ~ Property.
asdefinedin section 1 dl land and other property of every kind, thingsin action,

rights, ligbilitiesand obligationsvested or deemed to bevested inany municipa

or other public body, including the Government, in respect of the supply of

water if theareabean areaof water supply or of thedisposal of sewageif the

areabe asawerage disposal area.

(2) Whereany municipal or other public body, including Government,
was party to any agreement rel ating to the supply of water or disposal of sew-
ageimmediately beforethe vesting date, whether inwriting or not and whether
or not of suchanaturethat rights, liabilitiesand obligationsthereunder could be
assigned by such body, such aagreement shall, unlessitstermsor subject mat-
ter makeitimpossiblethat it should have effect asmodified in the manner pro-
vided by thissubsection, have effect from the vesting date asif-

(@ theAuthority had been aparty to the agreement;

(b) for any reference (however worded and whether expressor
implied) to such body there were substituted asrespectsany-
thing to be done on or after thevesting date areferencetothe
Authority;

(c) for any reference (however worded and whether expressor
implied) to an Officer of such body therewere substituted as
respectsanything falling to bedoneon or after thevesting date
areferenceto such person asthe Authority may appoint orin
default of such gppointment to the Officer of the Authority who
correspondsasnearly asmay beto thefirst mentioned Officer;

(d) inthecaseof an agreement for the rendering of personal
servicesto any municipal or other public body, the services
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Only property
used for supply of
water or disposal
of sewage
affected.

to which the agreement rel ateswere on or after thevesting
date any servicesunder the Authority which arereasonably
equivaent.

(3) Other documentsnot being enactmentswhichrefer either specifically
or generally to any such body shall be construed in accordance with subsec-
tion (2) asfar asapplicable.

(4) Without prejudiceto thegenerality of subsections(1) to (3), where,
by the operation of any of the said provisionsany right, liability or obligation
vestsinthe Authority, the Authority and all other personsshall, asfromthe
vesting date, havethe samerights, powersand remedies (and in particular the
samerightsastothetaking or resisting of legal proceedingsor the making or
resisting of gpplicationsto any court or administrative authority) for ascertain-
ing, perfecting or enforcing that right, liability or obligation asthey would have
hadif it had at al timesbeenaright, liability or obligation of the Authority, and
any legal proceedingsor applicationsto any court or administrative authority
pending onthevesting date by or againgt any such body, insofar asthey relate
to any property, right, liability or obligation vested inthe Authority by thisAct
or to any agreement or document which has effect in accordance with subsec-
tion (2) or (3), or to any enactment applied to the Authority by or under this
Act, shall be continued by or against the Authority to the exclusion of such
other public body.

12.- () Inthecaseof any municipal or other public body, including the Gov-
ernment, section 11 shall only apply to property held or used by such body
wholly or mainly intheir capacity asasupplier of water or disposer of sewage,
asthe casemay be, and alsotorights, liabilitiesand obligations acquired or
incurred by themunicipal or other public body intheir capacitiesasasupplier
of water or disposer of sewage.

(2) Referencesinsection 11 totheproperty, rights, liabilitiesand obliga:
tionsof any municipa or other public body, or to any agreement towhich such

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.
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municipal or other public body was a party, or to documentsreferring to a
municipality or other public body, or tolegal proceedingsor applicationsby or
againgt suchmunicipa or other public body, shal be construed asreferencesto
property held or used by such municipa or other public body wholly or mainly
initscapacity asasupplier of water or disposer of sewageand rights, liabilities
and obligationsacquired or incurred by such municipal or other publicbody in
the said capacities, or asthe case may be, to agreements, documents, legal
proceedings or applications of or relating to such municipal or other public
body initscapacitiesasasupplier of water or disposer of sewage.

(3) Any question arising under thissection asto whether any property is
or washeld or used by any municipal or other public body wholly or mainly in
their capacity asasupplier of water or disposer of sewage, or whether any
property isor was (for the purposes of subsection (4)), held or used partly in
oneor both of the said capacitiesand partly in another capacity or capacities,
or whether any rights, liabilitiesor obligationswere acquired or incurred by any
municipal or other public body in one of the said capacities or whether any
agreementsor documentsrelate or related to such municipal or other public
body intheir capacity asasupplier of water or disposer of sewageshall, in
default of agreement between such public body and the Authority, be deter-
mined by theMinister.

(4) TheMinister may includein any Order made under section 1 provi-
sionsfor excluding fromthe property, rights, liabilitiesand obligationswhich
vest inthe Authority by virtue of this Act such property, rights, liabilitiesor
obligations held, used, acquired or incurred by any such municipal or other
public body partly intheir capacity asasupplier of water or disposer of sewage
and partly in other capacities on such terms(which may includethe payment of
money) asmay beagreed by the Authority and such municipal or other public
body concerned or, in default of agreement, determined by the Minister.

13.  TheAuthority shal, subject totheapproval of theMinister, paytoeach  Remuneration of
Commissioner inrespect of hisoffice, suchindemnity for eachmeetingatended ~ Commissioners.
asthe Authority thinksfit and subject tothelike approval, to the Chairman and
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50f 1976. Deputy-Chairman inrespect of hisofficesuchindemnity, if any, inadditionto
any indemnity to which hemay beentitledin respect of hisofficeasCommis-
sioner assubject to thelike approva may be so determined.

Declaration of 14.- (1) A Commissioner whoisin any way, whether directly or indirectly,

interest. interested inacontract or proposed contract with the Authority or any other
matter whatever in which the Authority isconcerned, shall declarethe nature
of hisinterest at thefirst meeting of the Authority at whichitispracticablefor
himto do so.

(2) A Commissioner shall not take part inany deliberation or decision of
the Authority with respect to any contract or proposed contract withthe Au-
thority or any other matter whatever with which the Authority isconcerned, in
which he hasany pecuniary interest, whether directly or indirectly.

(3) Thissectionshall not apply to-

(@ aninterestinacontract or other matter whichaCommis-
sioner may have-

(i) asaconsumer of water for domestic purposes pro-
vided by the Authority; or

(ii) asaratepayer in respect of seweragefacilitiespro-
vided by it; or

(b) toaninterestinany matter relating tothetermsonwhichthe
right to participatein any service provided by the Authority, is
offeredtothe public.

(4) Forthe purposesof thissection, aperson-

(@  who, or any nominee of whom, isashareholder or partnerin
acompany or other body of persons (other than astatutory

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Water and Sewerage [CAP.222 25

authority); or
(b) whoisanemployeethereof,

shall betreated ashaving indirectly apecuniary interest inacontract or other
matter, if such company or such other body of personsisaparty tothecontract
or proposed contract or has apecuniary interest in such other matter under
congderation.

(5) Nothinginsubsection (4) shall apply to any personwho, but for the
provisions, of subsection (4), would not fall to betreated ashaving indirectly a
pecuniary interestinacontract or other maiter, if thetotd vaueof hisshareholding
or other interest does not exceed five per centumof thetotal nominal val ue of
theissued share capital of the company or body.

(6) A Commissioner who failsto comply with this section commitsan
offence and isliableon summary conviction to afine of two hundred and fifty
dollars, unlesshe provesthat hedid not know that acontract, proposed con-
tract or other matter in which he had a pecuniary interest was the subject of
consideration at the mesting.

15.-(1) Not more than six months after the end of every financial year, the Annual report
Authority shall makeareport of al itsproceedingsin such year totheMinister,  0f Authority.
which shall belaid beforethe National Assembly. Sof 1976.

(2) Without limitationson the discretion of the Authority asto mattersto
beincluded intheannual report that report, shall specifically include-

(@ adescriptionof the Authority’ sactivitiesduring theyear under
review;

(b) acopy of theaudited accounts.
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Appointments.

50f 1976.

Employment.

50f 1976.

Termsof
employment.

16.-(1) The Authority may, subject to approval of the Minister, appoint in
suchtimeasit may determinefrom timetotimeaChief Executive Officer of
the Authority and such other officers, engineers, skilled workmen, accoun-
tantsand employeesasit may from timeto time consider necessary for the
dueand efficient performance of itsdutiesand functionsunder thisAct.

(2) TheChief Executive Officer shal beresponsiblefor the day-to-day
management, direction and control of the business of the Authority.

(3) Incaseswherethe Chief Executive Officer isabsent and unableto
perform hisdutiesdueto sickness, leave or other cause, the Authority shall
appoint aDeputy Chief ExecutiveOfficer.

(4) TheAuthority may, if it thinksfit, seek theadviceof any profession-
aly or technicaly quaified person and may pay such sum asmay be appropri-
atefor such advice.

17.-(1) The Authority shall givefirst consideration for appointment under
section 16 to such personsaswereimmediately before the coming into force
of thisAct employed by any municipal or other public body in thiscountry
whosefunctionsaretaken over by or transferred to the Authority.

(2) Subject to subsection (1), the Authority shall initspracticerelating
to the appointment and dismissal of officers and employees and asto the
general condition of employment observein sofar asispracticableany Gov-
ernment (Open Vote) Workers Regul ationsand Public Service Regulationsas
may beinforce.

18.  Thetermsand conditionsuponwhich any personsmentionedin sec-
tion 17 areemployed by the Authority shall be such asare agreed betweenthe
Authority and the previous employer and shall not belessfavourableto the
employeethan thetermsand conditionsupon which hewasemployed by such
previousemployer.
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19.-(1) Any Officer inthe public service may, with the consent of the Gover- ~ Transfer on
nor-General inthe case of officers appointed under section 107 of theBelize ~ secondment.
Constitution and the Public Services Commission in the case of officersap- CAP.4.
pointed under section 106 of the Belize Constitution, be transferred on

secondment to the service of the Authority, but in no case shall aperiod of

transfer on secondment exceed threeyears.

(2) Whereany secondment iseffected, therightsof any Officer sotrans-
ferred to any pension, gratuity or other allowancefor which hewould have
been digibleif hehad remainedin the public service shall be preserved.

20.  TheAuthority shall, withintheperiod of threeyearsfromitsestablish-  Pension scheme.
ment, by regul ations confirmed by the Minister, providefor the establishment

and maintenance of apens on schemefor thebenefit of itsofficersand employ-

ees, including any such personswho are seconded to the Authority.

21.  Without prejudicetothegenerality of section 20, thepensonscheme  Content of pen-
may enablethe Authority to- sion scheme.

(@ grantgratuities, pensionsor superannuation alowancesto, or
to the widows, families or dependants of its officers and

employess,

(b) establish contributory superannuation schemesand establish
and contribute to superannuation fundsfor the benefit of its
officersand employees, and

(o) enterintoand carry into effect agreementswith any insurance
company or other association or company for securing to any
such Officer, employee, widow, family or dependent suchgra-
tuities, pensionsor allowancesasare by thisAct authorised
to begranted.
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Responsibility of  22.-(1) All officerscharged with thereceipt, accounting for or disbursement

officers. of moneysor withthe custody or delivery of stores, or other property belong-
ingtothe Authority shall beindividualy responsiblefor the due and efficient
discharge of their respective dutiesand for the exercise of proper supervision
of the accounts kept or controlled by them and of all property entrusted to
their care, and for the due observance of all rulesand regulations, and of all
ordersandinstructionsprescribed for their guidance.

(2) TheAuthority may make regulationsrequiring any Officer or em-
ployeeinitsserviceto give security toitssatisfaction for the due performance

of hisduties.
Financial provi- 23.-(1) TheAuthority shall so exerciseand performitsfunctionsasto ensure
Sions. that itsrevenueisnot lessthan sufficient to-

(@ cover operating expenses, including taxes, if any, andto pro-
videadequate maintenance and depreciation, and interest pay-
mentson borrowings,

(b)  meet periodic repayment onlong term indebtednessto the
extent that any such repayment exceedsthe provisionsfor de
preciation; and

(c) createreservesfor thepurpose of futureexpansion.

(2) Thesumsrequired for any of the purposes of the Authority shall be
met out of thefundsand resources of the Authority.

(3) Subject to subsection (1), the Authority may, in such manner asis
considered appropriate, but subject to the approval of the Minister respon-
siblefor Financeasto theamount of theloan, therate of interest, period of the
|oan and termsasto time and method of repayment, borrow sumsrequired by
it for meeting any of itsobligationsand discharging any of itsfunctions.
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24.- (1) Thefundsand resources of the Authority shall consist of - Funds and
resources of
(@) suchamountsasmay beappropriated therefor by theNational ~ AUthorty:
Assmbly;

(b) al sumsfromtimetotimereceived by or fallingduetothe
Authority inrespect of itsoperations;

() sumsborrowed by the Authority for the purpose of meeting
any of itsobligationsor discharging any of itsfunctions,

(d) all other sumsor property that may inany manner whether by
gift or otherwise become payableto or vested inthe Authority
inrespect of any matter incidental toitspowersand duties;

(e) suchamountsasshall accrueto the Authority under section
11 onany vesting date; and

(f)  suchamountsasmay beborrowed in accordance with sub-
section (2).

(2) TheMinister responsiblefor Finance may, with the approval of the
Nationd Assembly, lend tothe Authority from the Consolidated Revenue Fund
or fromany funds deposited with the Government, upon suchtermsasmay be
agreed, any sum required for the purpose of the business of the Authority.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in subsection (2), theMinister responsible
for Finance may approve any advanceto the Authority for aperiod of not more
than three months pending theraising of aloan by the Authority.

25.-(1) The Government may guarantee, in such manner and onsuchcondi-  Guarantee of
tionsasit thinksfit, the payment of the principa andinterestinrespect of any ~ borrowings of
borrowing of the Authority under section 23 (3). Authority.
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Application of
revenue.

(2) Wherethe Minister is satisfied that there has been default in the
repayment of any principal moneysor interest guaranteed under thissection,
heshdl, withthe approva of theNationa Assembly, direct therepayment out
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of theamount in respect of whichtherehas
been such defaullt.

(3) TheAuthority shal pay into the Consolidated Revenue Fund, at such
timesandin such manner astheMinister may direct, paymentsof suchamounts
asmay be so directedin or towardsrepayment of any sumsissued infulfilment
of any guarantee given under thissection and paymentsof interestonwhat is
outstanding for thetimebeing in respect of any sumssoissued at ratesasthe
Minister may direct, and different rates of interest may bedirected asregards
different sumsand asregardsinterest for different periods.

26.-(1) Therevenueof the Authority for any financia year shdl beappliedin
defraying thefollowing charges-

(@ theremunerationand allowancesof the Commissionersor of
any committeeof the Authority;

(b) thesdlaries, fees, remuneration and gratuities(including pay-
mentsfor the maintenance of any pension schemeauthorised
by thisAct) of the officers, agentsand servants, and technical
and other advisers, of the Authority;

(¢) thepurchaseof equipment and properties, theworking op-
erationsand establishment expensesand expenditureon, or
provisionfor, themaintenance of any of theworksor ingtala
tionsof the Authority, and theinsurance of the sameand the
discharge of thefunctionsof the Authority properly charge-
ableto revenue account;

(d) interest onany debenturesand debenture stock or other
security issued and on any loan raised by, or madeto, the
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Authority;

(8 sumsrequiredto betransferredto asinking fund or otherwise
set asidefor the purpose of making provision for theredemp-
tion of debentures or debenture stock or other security or the
repayment of other borrowed money;

()  suchsumsasmay be considered appropriateto set asidein
respect of depreciation on the property of the Authority, hav-
ing regard to the amount set aside out of the revenue under

paragraph (e); and

() any other expenditureauthorised by the Authority and prop-
erly chargeableto revenue account.

(2) Thebaance, if any, of therevenueof the Authority shall beappliedto  180f 1989.
the creation of reserve fundsto finance future expansion or, wherethereis
dready asufficient reservefund, on thedirection of theMinister responsiblefor
Finance, shall be paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

27.  Fundsof theAuthority notimmediately requiredto beexpendedinthe  Authorised
meeting of any obligationsor the discharge of any functionsof the Authority ~ Investments.
may beinvested fromtimeto timein securities approved by the Minister re- 18
. . . . of 1989.
sponsiblefor Financefor investment by the Authority.
28.-(1) Theratesand chargesto be charged by the Authority for thesupply of ~ Duty of the
water, seweragefacilitiesand other servicesand facilitiesshall beinaccor-  Authority in
dancewith such ratesand chargesasmay, from timetotime, beprescribed by~ financia

by-laws madeunder thisAct. matters.
(2) Wherethe Authority isby thisAct empowered to prescriberatesand
chargesfor the supply of water, seweragefacilitiesand other servicesand fa-
cilities, the Authority shall not-
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Accounts and
audit.

(@  show undue preference asbetween consumersor rate payers
smilarly Stuated; or

(b)  exerciseundue discrimination as between personssimilarly
situated, having regard to the place and time of supply, the
quantity of water supplied, theregularity of supply andthe
purposesfor which the supply istaken.

29.-(1) All decisions, orders, rules and regul ationsrel ating to the financial
operationsof the Authority and authorised by thisAct shall be made by reso-
lution of the Authority at ameeting thereof and shadl berecordedintheminutes
of the Authority.

(2) TheAuthority shall keep separate and proper accounts and other
recordsin respect of itswater operations and its sewerage operations and
shall cause to be prepared separate statementsin respect of both for each
financid year.

(3) Theaccounts of the Authority shall be audited by auditorsto be
appointed by the Authority with theapproval of the Minigter.

(4) Assoon aspossibleafter the end of each financial year andin any
event not later than six monthsthereafter the Authority shall transmit tothe
Minister acopy of theincome and expenditure account of the Authority for
theyear together with astatement of the assetsand liabilities of the Authority
at theend of thefinancia year referred to, together with acertificate by the
auditorseither attached or endorsed thereon that in their opinion and to the
best of their information, according to the explanations given them, the state-
ment and account giveatrueandfair view-

(@ inthecaseof thestatement of assetsand ligbilitiesof thestate
of the Authority’ saffairsasat theend of itsfinancia year; and

(b) inthecaseof theincomeand expenditure account of the sur
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plusor deficit for the period stated.

(5) Unlessotherwisestated inthecertificateor in areport attached to the
certificate, statement and account, acertificate furnished in accordancewith
subsection (4) shal imply that the auditors-

(@ haveobtaineddl theinformationand explanationswhichtothe
best of their knowledge and belief were necessary for the pur-
poses of theaudit; and

(b) aresatisfiedthat proper booksof account have been kept by
the Authority, and that the statement and account presented
arein agreement with the books of account.

(6) TheMinister shall causeacopy of every such statement and report to
belaid beforethe National Assembly assoon asmay be practicableandinany
event not later than the meeting of the Assembly next but one after the receipt
by him of such statement.

(7) TheAuthority shall, insuchform and by such datesasmay bepre-  Submission of
scribed by the Financial Secretary, prepareand submit totheMinister respon-  budget esti-
siblefor Finance, through the Minister responsiblefor the Authority, estimates %82?1’989
of incomereceivable and the expenditureto beincurred during each financial '
year (including any supplementary estimates), and theMinister res-ponsiblefor
Finance shall present the said estimatesto the National Assembly with such
amendments, if any, ashemay consider necessary.

(8) Notwithstanding anythinginthissection, theMinister may, inhisdis-  5of 1976.
cretion, at any timerequirethe Auditor-General to examinethereport onthe
accountsaswell asthe accountsof the Authority, inwhich event the Authority
shall afford the Auditor-Genera all facilitiesfor examination asthe Auditor-

Generd may require.
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Rulesmade by the  30.-(1) For the purpose of regulating and controllingitsfinancial operations,
Authority. the Authority shall makeregulationsin respect of thefollowing matters-

@)

themanner inwhich and the officersby whom paymentsare
to be approved;

(b) thebank or banksintowhichthe moneysof the Authority are
to bepaid, thetitle of any account with any such bank, and
thetransfer of onefund from oneaccount to another;

50f 1976. (c) theappointment of any member of the Authority longwith
the Chief Executive Officer or hisDeputy to countersign
chegqueson behdf of the Authority;

(d) themethodtobeadopted in making paymentsout of thefunds
of the Authority; and

() generdly astodl mattersnecessary for the proper keeping
and control of thefinancesof the Authority.

5of 1976. (2) TheAuthority, subject to the approval of the Minister, may make

regulationsgenerally for the better carrying out of the purpose and objects of

thisAct.

Power of Author-  31.  TheAuthority may, whereit considersit necessary or expedient, ap-
ity to appoint poi nt, upon such termsand conditionsasit may determine, any local authority
local authorities s agent with respect to any areawithin thejurisdiction of suchlocal authority

its agents for
certain purposes.

@)
(b)

for the purpose of -

the administration of thewater supply;

the provision of water supplies,

withinsucharea.
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32.-(1) TheAuthority shall be solely responsiblein any areaof water supply for ~ Authority res-
maintaining and devel oping thewaterworksand other property vestedinitby — ponsiblefor
virtueof thisAct, for dtering any of theexisting waterworksin an areaof water Z‘tfp'y of water,
supply and for constructing waterworks or additional waterworks, for increas- '

ing or improving thewater supply of water inany areaof water supply and for

administering the supply of water thereby established and promoting the con-

servation and proper use of water resources and the provision of water sup-
pliesinthecountry.

(2) No person other than the Authority shall, without the consent of the
Authority, supply water within an areaof water supply.

(3) Nothingin subsection (2) shall prevent any person maintaining asup-
ply of water for the use of hishousehold.

33.-(1) The Authority may fromtimetotime- Power of
Authority with
(@ causefixturesandfittingsto be erected and pipesto belaid regardtto private
and carried through, across, over or under any land whatever, 2;056{9%8'
enclosed or otherwise, after reasonablenoticein that behal f
to the owner or occupier;

(b) enter or authorise any person to enter upon any land at any
time, and where practi cabl e after reasonabl e noticeto theowner
or occupier, and to remain thereon aslong as may be neces-
sary for the purpose of effectudly doing any act or thing asmay
be reasonably necessary for the purpose of or incidental to the
exercise of any power or the performance of any duty of the
Authority, or for carrying into effect any of the provisionsof
thisAct.

(2) Intheexerciseof the powersgiven by thissection, the Authority — 130f 1978.
shall not be deemed to acquireany right other than that of user only in or over
thesoil of any enclosed and other land whatever through, across, over or under
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130f 1978.

130f 1978.

Authority of water
purveyor.
130f 1978.

Licencesto
abstract water for
industrial pur-
poses.

whichit placesany of itsworks; and should any of such works so carried
through, across, over or under any such land become anuisance or the cause
of lossto theowner of suchland, the Authority shall give reasonable compen-
sation as provided by subsections(3) and (4).

(3) Intheexerciseof thepowersgiven by thissection, the Authority shall
do no more damagethan isnecessary inthe circumstancesand shall makefull
compensation to any person interested for all damage sustained by him by
reason or in consequence of the exercise of such powers.

(4) Intheevent of disagreement, theamount of such compensation shdl
be ascertained by arbitration, but no compensation shal be payablein respect
of any right of user acquired under the authority of subsection (2).

34.-(1) TheAuthority may inany areaof water supply, by Order publishedin
the Gazette upon such terms and conditions asit thinksfit, authorise any
person (hereinafter called a“water purveyor”) to supply water to any other
personintheareadefined in the Order.

(2) Any Order made under subsection (1) may vestinawater purveyor
any of the powersvested in the Authority under thisAct.

35.-(1) The Authority may inany areaof water supply, grant alicence upon
suchtermsand conditionsasit thinksfit authorising any personto acquire
water rightsfor abstraction from awatercourse or any waterworks of suffi-
cient water for the purposesof any industry respecting which no other reason-
ably practicable meansof obtaining water for the purposeare available.

(2) A licenseeunder thissectionshdl havepower to congruct and maintain
all necessary worksfor the purpose of impounding or diverting, abstracting
and using water acquired under hislicence.

(3) Indeciding whether to grant alicence under thissectionandin deter-
mining the conditionsthereof, the Authority shall haveregard to therelative
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importanceto the publicinterest of the damagelikely to be doneto other per-
sons by the abstraction of water ascompared with theimportance and neces-
stiesof theindustry for which thewater isrequired.

(4) Any personaggrieved by adecision of the Authority to grant alicence
or by any of the conditions attaching thereto may appeal to the Minister whose
decisonshal befind.

(5) Wherethe Authority solicenseany person, it shdl incorporatein such
licencesuch of theprovisionsof thisAct (subject to any modificationsit thinks
fit) asit considersappropriate, and the licensee shall have and exercise such
powersand perform such dutiesin rel ation to the subject matter of thelicence
asaregiventoit under thisAct and by suchlicence.

(6) SubjecttothisAct, alicensee under thissection may enter into, per-
form and enforce such agreementswith any personinrelation to hiswater
supply as he considers appropriate, and in particul ar, such agreementswith
respect to the acquisition of land or water rightsand the maintenanceand im-
provementsof hiswaterworks.

(7) Inthissection, “industry” includestheoil miningindustry andirrigation
andinundation for agricultura purposes.

36.-(1) The Authority may requireany local authority or awater purveyorto-  Power torequire
local authorities

(@ carry outasurvey inanareaof water supply of theexisting a:‘rjv""agr’rs o
consumption of and demandfor water suppliesintheareawhere Earrye)(;ut

awater purveyor issupplying or isauthorised tosupply water  syrveys and
or where alocal authority has been appointed agent of the  formulate
Authority under section 31 and of thewater resourcesin or proposals.
availablefor that ares;

(b) preparean estimate of thefuturewater supply requirementsof
that areg;
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©

(d)

inthecaseof awater purveyor, formulate proposal sfor meet-
ingthe existing or future water supply requirementsof that
area, including proposasfor thejoint usewith the Authority
or any other water purveyor of any existing or proposed
new source of water supply;

submit areport onany of the mattersmentioned in thissubsec-
tion to the Authority within suchtimeasthe Authority may

Specify.

(2) TheAuthority may itsdf fromtimetotime, and shal, if sorequired by

theMinister-

@

(b)

carry out the several mattersreferred toin subsection (1),
whether in an areaof water supply or not; and

formulate proposal s for meeting theexisting or futurewater
supply requirements of the country or of any part thereof;
and shdl submit areport to the Minister on any such matters
or on such mattersasare submitted to it pursuant to subsec-
tion (1) by alocal authority or water purveyor.

Power of Author-  37.-(1) The Authority may make by-lawsrequiring agents, licenceesand wa-
ity to require ter purveyorsto keep such records and furnish such returnsasto the quantity

records and
information from

persons abstract-

@)

()

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

and quality of water abstracted by them from any source and asto such other
mattersrelating to the source as may be prescribed by the by-laws, but so

theby-lawsshall not apply in acasewherewater isabstracted
by anindividual for thedomestic purposesof hishousehold
only;

inacasewherethe Authority issatisfied that inal thecircum-
stancescompliancewith any requirement of theby-laws
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isimpracticableor undue expensewould bethereby incurred,
the Authority may direct that that requirement need not be com-
pliedwith.

(2) Theby-lawsmay providefor theingpection of any recordskept there-
under and by any apparatus used for the purposethereof and for thetaking of
copiesand extractsfrom any such recordsand may confer rightsof entry for
the purpose of exercising any of the powers specifiedin thissection, and sec-
tion 98 relating to entry of premisesshall apply to any such right of entry.

38.  TheAuthority or any water purveyor may enter into agreementswith ~ Agreements as
theownersand occupiersof any land, or withalocal authority, withrespectto  todrainage, etc.,
the execution and maintenance by any party to theagreement of suchworksas of |and.

the Authority or thewater purveyors consider necessary for the purpose of

draining that land or for moreeffectualy collecting, conveying or preservingthe

purity of water which the Authority or thewater purveyor isfor thetimebeing

authorised to take.

39.-(2) If the Authority isof the opinion that in any area of water supply a  Powerto
serious deficiency of water availablefor distribution by it or by awater pur-  prohibit or

veyor existsor isthreatened, the Authority may, for such period asit thinks ~ restrict tempo-
. . . . rarily use of
necessary, by Order published in the Gazette, prohibit or restrict asrespects hosepipes.

thewholeor any part of itsown water supply system or that of awater pur-
veyor the use, for the purpose of watering private gardensor washing private
motor cars, of any water supplied by it and drawn through ahosepipeor smilar
apparatus.

(2) Insubsection (1), theexpression “private motor car” meansamotor
vehicleintended or adapted for use on roads, other than apublic serviceve-
hicle within the meaning of the Motor Vehiclesand Road Traffic Act,ora  CAP230.
goodsvehiclewithinthe meaning of that Act.

(3) TheAuthority shall, at |east three days before the prohibition or re-
striction comesinto force, publishin oneor more newspaperscirculainginthe
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By-lawsfor
preventing waste,
misuse or contami-
nation of water.

country, notice of the prohibition or restriction and of the datewhenit will
comeintoforce.

(4) Any person who contravenes any Order made under this section
commitsan offenceandisliable on summary conviction to afine not exceed-
ingfifty dollars.

(5) Duringany period when aprohibition or restriction imposed under
thissectionisinforce, any Officer of the Authority shall, on producing if so
required, some duly authenticated document showing hisauthority, havea
right at all reasonable hoursto enter any premisesin any areato which the
prohibition or restriction appliesfor the purpose of ascertaining whether there
isor hasbeen any contravention of the prohibition or restriction; and the pro-
visonof thisAct relating to entry of premisesshall apply to any such right of
entry.

40.-(1) The Authority may make by-lawsfor preventing waste, undue con-
sumption, misuse or contamination of water supplied by it or by awater pur-
veyor, and for regulating al mattersrel ating to the construction, renovation or
mai ntenance of any sewers.

130f 1978. (2) By-lawsmade under this section may include provisions-

(@ prescribingany size, nature, materias, strength and workman-
ship and the mode of arrangement, connection, disconnec-
tion, ateration and repair of thewater fittingsto be used; and

(b) forbidding the use of any water fittingswhich areof sucha
natureor are so arranged or connected asto cause or permit,
or belikely to causeor permit waste, undue consumption, mis
USe, erroneous measurement or contamination of water or re
verberation in pipes,

5of 1976. (c) declaring any areato bean areaof water supply;
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(d) forbiddingthecarrying out of any developmentsso declared
fromtimetotimeinany by-lawsof the Authority inany area
declared to beawater supply reserveares;

() forbiddingany personfromworking asaplumber without a
licencefromthe Authority;

()  prescribingthesze, nature, materias, strengthandworkman-  130f 1978.
ship and themode of arrangement, connection, disconnection,
alteration and repair of thefittingsusedin any sewerage sys-
tem.

(3) Whereany person contravenesany by-laws made under thissection,
the Authority may, without prejudicetoitsright to take proceedingsfor afinein
respect of such contravention, cause any water fittingsbel onging to or used by
that person which are not in accordance with the requirements of the by-laws
to bealtered, repaired or replaced, and may recover the expensesreasonably
incurred by itin so doing fromthe personin default asacivil debt.

41.-(1) Whereit appearsto the Authority to be necessary for thepurposeof ~ By-lawsfor
protecting against pollution any water, whether in an areaof water supply or ~ preventing
not, whether on the surface or underground, and whether or not such water sv‘;'[t'grtg” of
pel ongstq itor tg awater purveyor or which theA uthority or awater PUIVEYOr A thority, etc.
isfor thetime being authorised to take, the Authority may makeby-lawswhich

shall beapplicableto such areaas may be specified therein prohibiting or regu-

lating the doing within such areaof any act that may cause pollution.

(2) Where an area has been specified in any by-laws made under this
section, the Authority or awater purveyor may by noticeinwriting requirethe
owner or occupier of any premiseswithin that areato execute and keep in
good repair within such time asmay be stipulated in the notice such works as
are considered necessary for preventing pollution of any water on such pre-
misesand, if such personfailsto comply with any such requirement, heshall be
liable on summary conviction to the same penaltiesasif hehad committed an
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Penalty for
polluting water
used for human
consumption.

act prohibited by theby-laws.

(3) Any owner or occupier who considersthat any requirement made of
him under subsection (2) isunreasonable may, within fourteen daysafter ser-
viceon him of thenotice, gppedl to the Minister who may ether determinethe
apped himsdlf or, if hethinksfit, may refer it for determination by an arbitrator
to be appointed by him, and the Minister or arbitrator may, if he decidesthat
therequirement isunreasonable, modify or disallow therequirement.

(4) Whereany person hasfailed to comply with arequirement madeon
him under subsection (2) and either-

(@ hehasnot appededtothe Minister againgt that requirement
and thetimefor appealing hasexpired; or

(b) hisappea hasbeen dismissed or therequirement hasbeen
modified on hisappeda and he hasfailed to comply with the
requirement asso modified,

the Authority may, without prejudiceto itsrightsto take proceedingsfor a
finein respect of such failure, execute and keep in good repair theworks
specified in the requirement as originally made or, asthe case may be, as
modified on appeal, and may recover the expensesreasonably incurred by it
inso doing from the personin default asacivil debt.

42.-(1) If any personisguilty of an act or neglect whereby any spring, well or
other source of water whether within an areaof water supply or not, thewater
fromwhichisused or likely to be used for human consumption or domestic
purpaoses, or for manufacturing food or drink for human consumption, ispol-
luted or likely to be polluted, he shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Nothinginthissection shal beconstrued as prohibiting or restrict-
ing-
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(@ any method of cultivation of land whichisin accordancewith
the principlesof good husbandry; or

(b) thereasonableuseof ail or tar onany highway maintainableat
the public expense, solong asthe highway authority takeall
reasonable stepsfor preventing theail or tar, or any liquid or
matter resulting from the usethereof, from polluting any such
spring, well or other source of water.

43.-(1) All by-lawsmade by the Authority under the powersconferred by this ~ Genera provi-
Act shal be subject to confirmation by the Minister. ISiOHS asto by-
aws.
(2) Not lessthan one month before any by-laws are submitted to the
Minister for hisconfirmation, acopy of such by-lawsshal be deposited at the
principa officeof the Authority and shal be open to publicinspectionwithout
payment during regular officehourson al daysexcept Sundays, Saturdaysand
public and bank holidays.

(3) TheAuthority shdl, by notice publishedinthe Gazetteandin at least
onenewspaper circulating in the country, beforeany by-lawsare depositedin
accordancewith subsection (2), givenotice of itsintentionto apply for confir-
mation of the by-lawsand that such by-lawsare open to inspection at itsprin-
cipd office.

(4) TheAuthority shall, at the request of any person, furnishtohima  130f 1978.
copy of the proposed by-laws upon the payment of such sum asthe Minister
may from timeto timeby Order prescribe.

(5 TheMinister may confirm or refuseto confirmany by-lawssubmitted
to himfor confirmation or may return the by-lawsto the Authority indicating
what amendments he considers necessary.

(6) Wherethe Authority hasamended any proposed by-lawsasaresult
of thereturn of such by-lawsby the Minister, subsections (1) to (4) shall apply
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to suchamended by-laws.

(7) Any by-lawsmade by the Authority under powersconferred by this
Act may contain provisionsfor imposing on any person contravening theby-
lawsapenalty not exceeding one hundred dollars or three monthsimprison-
ment or, in the case of acontinuing offence, afine not exceeding fifty dollars
for each day the offence continues after conviction.

(8) Anofficer of the Authority authorised by itinwriting for the purpose
shdl on producing, if so required, someduly authenti cated document showing
hisauthority, havearight at al reasonable hoursto enter any premisesin any
areato whichthe by-lawsapply, for the purpose of -

(@ ascertainingwhether thereisor hasbeen any contravention of
theby-laws;

(b) inthecaseof by-lawsmade under section 40, exercising any
right conferred on the Authority by subsection (3) of that sec-
tion; or

(©) inthecaseof by-lawsmadeunder section 41-

(i) ascertaining whether or not circumstancesexist which
would justify the Authority making arequirement
under subsection (2) of that section; and

(i) exercising any right conferred on the Authority by
subsection (4) of that section to execute and main-
tainworks,

and theprovisionsof thisAct relating to entry of premisesshall apply to any
suchright of entry.

(9) By-lawsmadeby the Authority under the powersconferred by this
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Act may makedifferent provisionsfor different areas of water supply or differ-
ent sewerage disposal areas, asthe case may be, and for different partsof the
samearea of water supply or sewerage disposal area.

44.-(1) The Authority may onany land belongingtoit or over orinwhichithas  Execution of
acquired the necessary easementsor rights, construct and maintaindrains, sew- ~ worksfor
ers, watercourses, catchpitsand other worksfor intercepting, treating or dis-  Protection of
posing of any foul water arising or flowing upon that land, or for otherwise water.
preventing water which belongsto the Authority or which the Authority isfor

thetimebeing authorised to take, from being polluted.

(2) If the Authority isproposing to construct any drain, sewer or water-
coursefor any of the purposes mentioned in subsection (1), it may carry the
drain, sewer or watercourse under, acrossor along any street and such statu-
tory provisionswith respect to the breaking open of streetsasare gpplicableto
the Authority shall, with any necessary modifications and adaptations, apply
accordingly.

45.-(1) The Minister may, on the application of the Authority, by Order pro-  Power of
videfor the compul sory acquisition by it of suchrightsto takewater, whetherin ~ Authority to
an area of water supply or not, from any stream or other source as may be f%thigewamer
specifiedinthe Order. -

(2) Wheresuchacquisition of rightswill resultintheimpounding of any
stream, the Minister shall, in any Order for the compul sory acquisition of such
rights, prescribethe quantity of water to be provided by the Authority by way
of compensation for theloss of rightsto takewater.

(3) Where such acquisition of rightswill, inthe opinion of the Minister,
substantially reducetheflow of any stream, the Minister shall inany Order for
the compul sory acquisition of such rights prescribethe extent to which and the
circumstancesinwhich water may betaken.

4) In ng the quantity of water to be provided by way of compen-
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sation under any such Order, or in determining the extent to which and the
circumstancesin whichwater may betaken under any such Order, theMinis-
ter shal haveregardto all the circumstancesof the particular case, including-

@
()

©

the character and flow of the stream;

the extent towhich the streamisor may in thefuture be used
for industrial purposes, fisheries, water supply when appro-
priated by the Authority;

theeffect onland drainage or on any canal or inland naviga-
tion of any dterationsin theflow of thestream,

and shall secure, asfar aspracticable, that theflow of the stream doesnot fall
bel ow the minimum quantity necessary to securetheinterest of public health
and the protection of therightsof riparian and other |land-owners.

(5) Onthemaking of an application for an Order under subsection (1),
the Authority, asthe case may be, shall publish onceat least in each of two
successiveweeksin at |east one newspaper circulating in thiscountry, ano-

tice-
@)
(b)

©

stating the general effect of the Order;

specifying aplacewhereacopy of thedraft Order and of any
relevant map or plan may beinspected by any person free of
chargeat dl reasonable hoursduring aperiod of twenty-eight
daysfromthedate of thefirst publication of thenotice;

stating that within the said period, any person may by notice
tothe Minister object to the application.

(6) A personwhoisaggrieved by any provision of thedraft Order may
object to the application for the making of the Order and the Minister may
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determinetheobjection himsdlf, or if hethinksfit, may refer it for determination
by an arbitrator to be appointed by the Minister and the Minister or arbitrator
may uphold or disallow the objection.

46.  Wherethe Authority isauthorised under section45totakeany waterit ~ Amount and
shall, beforetaking any such water, construct on asiteapproved by theMinis- ~ measurement of
ter such gauges asmay be necessary to gaugethe quantity of water takenand ~ Wate" teken.
the flow of the stream, if any, and shall not take any water in excess of the

quantity authorised to betaken or takeany water whiletheflow of water through

or over thegaugeislessthan theflow prescribed inthe Order.

47.  TheAuthority may, initsdiscretion, erect, maintainand supply withthe  public stand-
water in such placeswithinthe country asit thinksfit, public stand-pipesforthe  pipes.
public use and may remove any such stand-pipewhich, initsopinion, isno

longer required and may make by-laws as to the use of water from public

stand-pipes.

48.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), if the Authority iscarryingout orisaboutto  Temporary
carry out the construction, ateration, repair, cleaning or examination of any  discharge of

reservoir, well or borehole, line of pipesor other work forming part of itsun- xig;gﬁses
dertakings, it may causethewater therein to be discharged into any available '
watercourse and for that purpose may lay and maintainin any street, whether
withinor outsideitslimitsof supply, al necessary discharge pipesand appara-
tus, and the provisionsof thisAct with respect to the breaking open of streets
shdll, with any necessary modificationsand adaptations, apply accordingly.
(2) Exceptinacaseof emergency, the Authority shall havedueregardto
any representationswhich may be madetoit asto thetime, mode and rate of
discharge, withaview to avoiding or minimisinginjury or inconveniencethere-
from.
49. Any person who- Penalty for
givi ng fgl se
(@ inkeepingany recordorjournd or infurnishing any return, information.
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Laying of supply
pipes, etc.

abstract or informationwhich heisrequired by or under this
Act or under any regulationsor by-laws madethereunder to
keep or furnish, knowingly or recklessly makesany state-
ment whichisfalseinamaterid particular; or

(b) forthepurpose of obtaining any licencefromtheMinister,
knowingly or recklessly makesany statement whichisfase
inamaterid particular,

commitsan offenceandisliable-

()  onsummary conviction, to afinenot exceeding two hundred
andfifty dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding
threemonths, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment;
or

(i)  onconvictiononindictment, to afinenot exceeding onethou-
sand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six
months, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

50.-(1) Anowner or occupier of any premiseswithin an areaof water supply
who desiresto have asupply of water for domestic purposesfromthe Au-
thority shall, subject ashereinafter provided, make application therefor to the

Authority whichmay, if it approves, lay the necessary supply pipe.

(2) Ator beforethetimeof making such application, the owner or occu-
pier shall pay or tender to the Authority such sum asmay bepayablein ad-
vanceby way of water ratein respect of hispremises.

(3) If sodirected by the Authority, the owner or occupier shall lay the
supply pipeat hisown expense, having first obtained the consent of theowner
of any land not forming part of astreet, being land intervening between the
communication pipe and the premisesto be supplied with water except that,
whereany part of thesupply pipeistobelaidinahighway, heshal not himself

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Water and Sewerage [CAP.222 49

break open the highway or lay that part of the pipe.

(4) Wherethe Authority laysthe supply pipe on behalf of the owner or
occupier-

(&) suchowner or occupier shal first obtain the consent of the
owner of any land not forming part of astreet, beingland inter-
vening between the communi cation pipeand the premisesto
be supplied with water; and

(b) theexpensesreasonably incurred by the Authority in executing
thework shall berepaidtoit by the owner or occupier respec-
tively, and may berecovered by it from himasacivil debt.

(5) Notwithstanding anything in subsections(1) to (4), the Authority to
whom such an gpplication asaforesaid ismade may, within seven daysafter the
recei pt thereof, require the person making the application either to pay toitin
advance the cost of the work, in accordance with the scale of charges pre-
scribed by the Authority therefor, or to give security for payment thereof toits
satisfaction.

51.-(1) Upon approval of theapplicationreferredtoin section 50, the Author-  Laying of
ity shall lay the necessary communication pipeand any part of thesupply pipe  communication
whichisto belaidinahighway and shall connect thecommunication pipewith ~ P'PeS €¢

the supply pipes.

(2) Where, inaccordancewith subsection (1), any part of the supply pipe
istobelaidinahighway, it may elect tolay amaininthe highway for such
distance asit thinksfit in lieu of asupply pipe, and in that case shall lay a
communication pipefrom themain and connect it with the supply pipe.

(3) Theexpensesto beincurred by the Authority in executing thework
whichitisrequired or authorised by this section to execute shal be payableto
itin advance by the person by whom the application was made, in accordance
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to require separate
service pipes.

withthe scal e of the charges prescribed by the Authority therefor, except that
if under thissectionthe Authority lay amaininlieu of part of asupply pipe, the
extracostincurredinlayingamaininstead of asupply pipe shal beborneby
the Authority.

52.-(1) Subject to thissection, the Authority may requirethe provisionof a
separate service pipefor each house or other building supplied, or to be sup-
plied, by it with water.

(2) If, inthecaseof ahouseor other building already supplied with
water but not having aseparate service pipe, the Authority givesnoticeto
theowner or occupier of the house or building requiring the provision of
such apipe, theowner or occupier shal within three monthslay so much of
therequired pipeaswill constitute asupply pipeand isnot required to be
laidinahighway and the Authority shall, with al reasonabl e dispatch after
he has done so, lay so much of therequired pipeaswill congtitute acom-
muni cation pipeor asupply pipeto belaidinahighway, and makeall
necessary Connections.

(3) If anowner upon whom anotice hasbeen served under subsection
(2) faillsto comply therewith, the Authority may itself executethework
which the owner or occupier wasreguired to execute.

(4) Theexpensesreasonably incurred by the Authority in executing the
work whichitisrequired by subsection (2) to execute, or whichitisem-
powered by subsection (3) to execute, shall berepaidto it by the owner or
occupier of the house or building and may berecovered by it from such
owner or occupier summarily asacivil debt, but without prejudiceto the
rightsand obligations, asbetween themsel ves, of the owner and the occu-
pier of thehouseor building.

(5) For the purposesof subsections (1) to (4), two or morebuildings
inthe same occupation and forming part of the same hereditament for rating
purposesshall betreated asasinglebuilding.
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(6) Wherethe owner of agroup or block of housesisliable by law or
undertakesinwriting to pay thewater ratesin respect of al those houses, then,
solong ashe punctualy paysthoseratesand the supply pipeof thosehousesis
sufficient to meet the requirementsthereof, the Authority shal not requirethe
provision of separate service pipesfor those houses.

(7) Without prejudiceto subsection (6), where, onthe coming into force
of thisAct, two or more houses were being supplied with water by asingle
servicepipe, the Authority shall not requirethe provision of separate service
pipesfor those housesuntil either-

(&) theexisting supply pipe becomes so defective asto require
renewa, or isnolonger sufficient to meet the requirements of
the houses; or

(b) aninstalment of thewater ratein respect of any of the houses
remainsunpaid after theend of the period for whichitisdue;
or

() thehousesare, by structurd aterationsto oneor moreof them,
converted into alarger number of houses.

53.-(1) All communication pipesinan areaof water supply, whether laidbe-  Vesting of com-
foreor after thecomingintoforceof thisAct, shall vestinthe Authority andthe  munication pipes
Authority shall at itsown expense carry out any necessary worksof mainte- ~ 2d repair of

) . : S h pi d
nance, repair or renewal of such pipesand any work onitsmainsincidental chw&ff pfgﬁ
thereto.

in highways.

(2) TheAuthority shal aso carry out any such necessary worksasafore-
saidinthe case of so much of any supply pipeasislaidinahighway, and may
recover theexpensesreasonably incurred by it in so doing summarily asacivil
debt from the owner or occupier of the premises supplied by the pipe, but
without prejudiceto therightsand obligations, as between themselves, of the
owner and the occupier of the premises.
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Water rate.

Prescription of
water rate.

54.-(1) Onevery servicepipelaidin any areaof water supply after thecoming
intoforceof thisAct, the Authority shal, and on every servicepipelaid before
that date, the Authority may, fit astopcock enclosed inacovered box or pit of
such sizeasmay bereasonably necessary.

(2) Every stopcock fitted on aservice pipein an areaof water supply
after thecomingintoforceof thisAct shall beplacedin such position asthe
Authority considersmost convenient, but so that-

(@ astopcock in private premisesshall beplaced asnear asis
reasonably practicableto the street fromwhich theservice
pipe entersthose premises; and

(b) astopcockinastreet shal, after consultation with thehigh-
waly authority concerned, be placed asnear to the boundary
thereof asisreasonably practicable.

55.-(1) Wherethe Authority supplieswater to any premises, it may chargein
respect thereof an annual water rate which shall be such proportion of the
annual value of the premisesas may be prescribed by the Minister.

(2) For the purposes of thissection, the annual value of any premises
shall betakento bethevaueasappearing inthevaluationroll inforceonthe
first day of the period covered by thewater rate:

Provided that if the premisesdo not appear inany valuationroll or if the
rateis chargeableon only aproportion of the hereditament entered therein,
theannual value shall betaken to be such sum or such apportioned part of the
annual value, asthe case may be, asmay be agreed between the Authority
and the owner or occupier of the premisesto be supplied or, in the absence of
such an agreement, asmay be determined by acourt of summary jurisdiction.

56.-(1) The Minister shall prescribe by Order the proportion of theannual
value of any premiseswhichisto bethewater ratein respect of aperiod of
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twelve monthscommencing 1st January and such rate shall be payableby equd
quarterly instalments payablein advance.

(2) A water rateshall, unlessand until anew rateismade, continueto
operatein respect of each successive period of twelve months.

57.-(1) Where under any Act relating to the assessment of thevalueof any  Alteration of
premises an amendment ismade to the assessment roll for thetimebeingin ~ @ssessment roll.
force, theamendment shall for the purpose of cal culating theamount duein

respect of any water rate payable, have effect retrospectively asfrom thedate

when theamendment cameinto operation and, notwithstanding anything in sec-

tion 56 with respect to the equality of instalmentsof awater rate, any necessary

adjustments shall be madein thethen current instalments of theratesand any

subsequent instalmentsthereof.

(2) Ifitisfoundthat by reason of subsection (1), too much or toolittlehas
been paidin respect of any water rate, the difference shall berepaid or dlowed
or, asthe case may be, shall be paid and may berecovered inthe manner in
whichwater ratesarerecoverable.

58. If itisshown to the satisfaction of amagistrateon sworninformationin - Recovery of
writing that any personisquitting, or isabout to quit, premisestowhichthe  rates and
Authority supplieswater and hasfailed to pay on demand aninstalmentof a ~ chargesfrom
water rate or charge payable by, and duefrom himin respect of water supplied Efgg;leav' "
to those premises and intends to evade payment thereof by departing fromthe

premises, the magi strate may, in addition to issuing asummonsfor non-pay-

ment of the sum due, issue awarrant under hishand authorising the person

named therein forthwith to enter the premisesand to seize sufficient goodsand

chattelsof the defaulter to meet the claim of the Authority and to detain them

until the causeisdetermined upon the return of the summons.

59.-(1) Wherethe Authority supplieswater by meter, theregister of themeter  Register of meter
shall be sufficient evidence of the quantity of water consumed unlessthecon-  to be evidence.
trary isshown.
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(2) Any question arising between the Authority and aconsumer with
respect to the quantity of water consumed may, on the application of either
party, be determined by acourt of summary jurisdiction.

(3) If themeter on being tested is proved to register incorrectly to any
degree exceeding five per cent-

(@) themeter shall be deemed to haveregisteredincorrectly to
that degree sincethelast occasi on but one before the date of
the test on which areading of the index of the meter was
taken by the Authority, unlessit is proved to havebegunto
register incorrectly on somelater date; and

(b) theamount of any refund to be madeto, or of an extrapay-
ment to be made by, the consumer, shall be paid or alowed
by the Authority or paid by the consumer, asthe casemay be,
and inthe case of an extrapayment, shall berecoverablein
themanner inwhichwater ratesarerecoverable.

Chargeinlieuof ~ 60.-(1) The Authority may, inlieu of charging awater rate under section 55,

water rate. require any person receiving asupply of water from the Authority to pay for
the amount of water supplied to such person at such rate and on such terms
and conditionsas may be prescribed by the Minister.

(2) Any chargesincurred under thissection, including any chargefor the
supply of ameter, may berecovered in the same manner aswater rates.

(3) Wherethissection applies, the amount of water supplied shall be
measured by ameter supplied by the Authority.

Power to test 61.  TheAuthority may test water fittingsused in connection with water
water fittings. supplied by it.
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62.  Anauthorised Officer of the Authority may, betweenthe hoursof seven
intheforenoon and sevenin theafternoon, on producing, if required, evidence
of hisauthority, enter any premises supplied with water by the Authority in
order to examineif there be any waste or misuse of such water and if, after
production of hisauthority, heisrefused admittanceto the premisesor isob-
structed in making his examination, the person refusing him admittance or so
obstructing him commitsan offenceandisliable on summary convictiontoa
finenot exceeding one hundred dollars.

63.- (1) If the Authority hasreasonto think that someinjury to or defectina
supply pipewnhichitisnot under obligationto maintainiscausing or islikely to
causewaste of water or injury to person or property, it may execute suchwork
asit thinks necessary or expedient in the circumstances of the case without
being requested to do so, and if any injury to or defect inthe pipeisdiscovered,
the expensesreasonably incurred by the Authority in discovering it andin ex-
ecuting repairsshall berecoverable by it summarily asacivil debt from the
owner of the premisessupplied, but without prejudiceto therightsand obliga:
tions, as between themsel ves, of the owner and occupier of the premises.

(2) Whereseverd housesor other buildingsin the occupation of different
personsare supplied with water by one common supply pipebeongingtothe
ownersor occupiersof the houses or buildings, the amount of any such ex-
penses as mentioned in subsection (1) and any expensesreasonably incurred
by the Authority inthe maintenance of that pipe may berecoveredintheman-
ner provided in subsection (1) from the owners of those premisesin such pro-
portionsas, in case of dispute, may be settled by the court, but without preju-
diceto therightsand obligations, as between themselves, of the ownersand
occupiersof those premisesrespectively.

64.-(1) If theowner or occupier of any premiseswilfully or negligently causes
or suffersany water fitting which heisliableto maintainto be or remain so out
of order, or soin need of repair, or so constructed or adapted, or be so used,
that the water supplied to those premisesby the Authority isor islikely to be
wasted, misused or unduly consumed, or contaminated before use, or that foul
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air or any impure matter islikely to returninto any pipebelonging to or con-
nected with apipe belonging to the Authority, he commitsan offenceandis
liable on summary convictionto afinenot exceedingfifty dollars.

(2) If any water fittingwhichany personisliabletomaintainisinsucha
condition or so constructed or adapted as aforesaid, the Authority, without
prejudicetoitsright toingtitute proceedingsunder subsection (1), may require
that person to carry out any necessary repairsor aterationsand, if hefailsto
do sowithinforty-eight hours, may itself carry out thework and recover from
him summarily asacivil debt the expensesreasonably incurred by itin so
doing.

65.-(1) Anowner or occupier of premisessupplied with water by the Author-
ity who without its consent suppliesany of that water to another person for use
inother premises, or wilfully permitsanother person to take any of that water
for usein other premisesshall (without prejudiceto theright of the Authority
to recover from such owner or occupier theval ue of thewater so supplied or
permitted to be taken) beguilty of an offenceand liable on summary convic-
tion to afine not exceeding one hundred dollars, except wherethewater is
supplied to aperson for the purpose of extinguishing afire, or where such
person isaperson supplied with water by the Authority but temporarily un-
able, through no default of hisown, to obtain water.

(2) If apersonwrongfully takes, usesor divertswater from areservair,
watercourse, condulit, pipe or other apparatus belonging to the Authority or
fromapipeleading to or from any such reservoir, watercourse, conduit, pipe
or other apparatus or from acistern or other receptacl e containing water be-
longing to the Authority or supplied by it for the use of aconsumer of water
fromit, hecommitsan offenceandisliableon summary convictionto afinenot
exceedingfifty dollars.

(3) Any personwho, having from the Authority asupply of water other-
wisethan by meter, usesany water so supplied to himfor apurpose other than
thosefor which heisentitled to useit commitsan offenceandisliableon
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summary convictionto afinenot exceeding one hundred dollars, without preju-
dicetotheright of the Authority to recover from him the value of the water
misused.

66.-(1) If any person fraudulently alterstheindex of any meter used by the  Penalty for
Authority for measuring thewater supplied by it, or preventsany suichmeter ~ fraudulent use
from registering correctly the quantity of water supplied, or fraudulently ab- ~ Of water.
stractsor useswater of the Authority, he shall, without prejudiceto any other

right or remedy of the Authority, beguilty of an offence and liable on summary

convictionto afinenot exceeding two hundred and fifty dollarsand the Author-

ity may do all suchwork asisnecessary for securing the proper working of the

meter and may recover theexpensesreasonably incurred by itinso doing from

the offender asacivil debt.

(2) For the purpose of thissection, if it isproved that aconsumer has
altered theindex of ameter, it shall rest upon himto provethat hedid not alter
it fraudulently, and the existence of any artificial meansunder the control of a
consumer for preventing ameter from registering correctly, or for enabling him
fraudulently to abstract or usewater, shall be evidencethat he hasfraudulently
prevented the meter fromregistering correctly or, asthe casemay be, hasfraudu-
lently abstracted or used water.

67.-(1) If any person either- Penalty for
in.terference
(@  wilfully and without the consent of the Authority; or with valves and
apparatus.
(b)  negligently,

turnson, opens, shutsoff or otherwiseinterfereswith any valve, cock or other
work or gpparatus bel onging to the Authority and thereby causesthe supply of
water to beinterfered with, he commitsan offence and shall beliable on sum-
mary convictionto afinenot exceeding fifty dollarsand, whether proceedings
betaken againgt himin respect of hisoffenceor not, the Authority may recover
from him summarily asacivil debt theamount of any damage sustained by it.
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(2) Thissection shal not apply to aconsumer closing the stopcock fixed
on the service pipe supplying his premises, so long as he has obtained the
consent of any other consumer whose supply will be affected thereby.

68.-(1) Any person who, without the consent of the Authority, attachesany
pipeor apparatusto apipe belonging to the Authority, or to asupply pipe, or
makesany aterationinasupply pipeor in any apparatus attached to asupply
pipe commits an offence and isliable on summary conviction to afine not
exceeding fifty dollars, and any person who usesany pipeor apparatuswhich
has been so attached or altered shall beliableto the same penalty unlesshe
provesthat hedid not know and had no ground for suspecting that it had been
so attached or altered.

(2) Whenan offenceunder thissection hasbeen committed, thenwhether
proceedingsbetaken against the offender in respect of hisoffence or not, the
Authority may recover from him summarily asacivil debt the amount of any
damage sustained by it and the value of any water wasted, misused or im-
properly consumed.

69.-(1) A consumer shall not connect or disconnect any meter by means of
whichwater supplied by the Authority isintended to be or hasbeen measured
for the purpose of the payment to be madeto the Authority, and if hedoesso
commitsan offenceandisliable on summary conviction to afine not exceed-
ingfifty dollars.

(2) If aconsumer requires such ameter to be connected or discon-
nected, heshall giveto the Authority not lessthan twenty-four hours' notice of
hisrequirementsand of thetimewhen thework can be commenced and there-
upon the Authority shall carry out the necessary work and may recover from
him asacivil debt the expensesreasonably incurred by the Authority in so
doing.

70.  SubjecttothisAct, with respect to the breaking open of streets, the
Authority may for the purpose of measuring the quantity of water supplied or
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preventing or detecting waste, affix and maintain metersand other apparatus
onitsmainsand service pipesand may insert in any street, but asnear asis
reasonably practicableto the boundary thereof, the necessary coversor boxes
for giving access and protection thereto and may for that purpose temporarily
obstruct, break open and interferewith streets, sewers, pipes, wiresand appa:
ratus.

71. A consumer who wishes the supply of water to hispremisestobe  Notice of discon-
discontinued shall givenot lessthan twenty-four hours' noticeinwritingtothe ~ tinuance.
Authority.

72.  TheAuthority shal beresponsibleinany seweragedisposal areafor-  Responsibility
for sewage
(@ maintainingand developingtheexisting seweragesystemand ~~ System.
other property relating thereto transferred to it by virtue of
section 11;

(b)  constructing and devel oping such other sewerageworksasit
considersnecessary or expedient; and

() administering the sewerage servicesthereby established and
providing sewerage services.

73.  Without prejudicetothegenerdity of section 72, the Authority mayin  Authority may

any seweragedisposal area- cause sewerage
works to be

(@)  causeto beconstructed such underground main drainage constructed.

sewersinany street, street sewers, collecting sewersand house
sawersasare necessary to completethe construction of the
sewerageworksand for the conveyance and disposal of the
sewagethereof;

(b) causetobelaiddown, installed, erected and constructed all
such works, pumps, machinery, appliancesand accessories
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asmay berequisitefor the effective operation and working of
the sewer system and for the proper conveyanceand dis-
posal of sawage;

() employ sewerage contractors, who shal bein charge of and
responsi blefor the construction of theworksmentionedin

paragraphs (a) and (b).

Authority to en- 74.-(1) On or after the commencement by the Authority or sewerage con-
force construction  tractorsonitsbehalf of the construction or devel opment of sewerageworksin
of water closets 5 gayeragedisposal area, the Authority shall givenotice by advertisement or
and house sewers . ; .. . . .
otherwiseto the owner of every premisesrequiring him, withinsuchtimeas

in each area. . .
may belimited by such notice-

(@ inrespect of every premiseswithinthe seweragedisposd area
not having awatercloset, to construct andingtall awatercl oset
onthepremises; and

(b) toconnect every watercloset, Sink, basin, bath or other recep-
taclewhich discharges sewage, that issituated in or on any
premiseswithin the sswerage disposal area, by meansof soil
pipes and ahouse sewer or such portion thereof asmay be
necessary-

(i) tothecollecting sewer, if any; or
(ii) to the house connection, if any; or
(i)  tothestreet sewer;
inaccordancewith by-lawsmade by the Authority.
(2) By-lawsmay bemade by the Authority regulating the matters set out
insubsection (1), and such by-lawsmay contain provisionfor-
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(@  exceptingfrom subsection (5), theowner of any premiseswhich
do not exceed such annual value asmay be prescribed by the
by-lawsupon such conditionsasthe Authority may determine;
and

(b)  prescribing the nature and quantity of any industrid wasteas
respectswhich an owner of any premisesisnot required to
comply with the requirements of anotice under subsection (1).

(3) Nothingin paragraph (a) of subsection (1) shal apply tothe owner of
any such premises, unlessasufficient water supply isavailable, whether onthe
premisesor inthestreet.

(4) Subsection (1) shall not apply to the owner of any premiseswhereno
part of the premisesiswithin one hundred and fifty feet of acollecting sewer or
astreet sewer.

(5) If any personfailsto comply with therequirementsof ancticegivento
him under subsection (1), he commitsan offence and isliable on summary
convictionto afinenot exceeding fifty dollarsandto afurther finenot exceeding
fivedollarsfor every day during whichthe offenceiscontinued after conviction.

(6) TheAuthority may, without prejudicetoitsright to take proceedings
for afineinrespect of suchfailure, by itsofficersand servants, enter the pre-
mises and construct those worksand do other work inrelation theretoinits
opinion necessary; and the provisionsof thisAct relating to entry of premises
shdll apply to suchright of entry.

(7) Subject to any by-laws made by the Authority, no person shall con-
struct or reconstruct on any premiseswithin aseweragedisposal areaunlesshe
first submitsto the Authority for approval (in accordance with by-laws) the
plan of the watercloset, house-sewer and the connection to the street sewer
and any dteration or extension of ahouse-sewer aready constructed.
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(8) TheAuthority may makeby-lawsfor regulating the construction of
saewerage worksand the materialsto be used therein and such by-lawvs may
contain provisionsprescribing the size, nature, materials, strength and work-
manship, and the mode of arrangement, connection, disconnection, dteration
and repair of the sewerage worksto be used.

(9) If aperson contravenes any by-laws made under this section, the
Authority may, without prejudiceto itsright to take proceedingsfor afinein
respect of such contravention, cause any sewerage works belonging to or
used by that person which are not in accordancewith the requirementsof the
by-lawsto be altered, repaired or replaced, and may recover the expenses
reasonably incurred by it in so doing from the personin default asacivil debt.

(10) Any such by-lawsmay contain provisionsfor imposing on any per-
son contravening the by-lawsafine not exceeding fifty dollarsrecoverableon
summary convictioninrespect of each offenceand, inthe case of acontinuous
offence, afurther finenot exceeding fifty dollarsfor each day duringwhichthe
offence continues after conviction therefor.

(11) Anofficer of the Authority and authorised by it for the purpose
shdll, onproducingif so required, someduly authenti cated document showing
hisauthority, havearight at al reasonable hoursto enter any premisesinthe
areato whichthe by-lawsapply, for the purpose of -

(@ ascertainingwhether thereisor hasbeen any contravention of
theby-laws, or

(b) exercisngany right conferred onthe Authority by subsection
9),

and theprovisionsof thisAct relating to entry of premisesshall apply to any
suchright of entry.
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75.-(1) Whereapersonfailsto comply with therequirementsof anoticegiven ~ Payment of cost
to him under section 74 (1) and the Authority executesthework under subsec-  ©f house sewers
tion (5) thereof,, such percentage of the expensesasmay be prescribed by the ggz lecting
Minister asareincurred by the Authority in constructing and installing the '
watercloset and in thelaying and constructing of any house sewer (whenthere

isno collecting sewer system) and of the requisite appliances and accessories

thereto, shall be adebt due and be paid to the Authority by the owner of the

premisesin respect of which the house-sewer islaid and constructed, and sub-

ject to subsection (3), in default, may berecovered asacivil debt.

(2) Such percentage of the expenses as may be prescribed, asarein-
curred by the Authority inthelaying and constructing of any collecting sewer
system shall be adebt due and be paid to the Authority by owners of those
premisesfrom which sewageis conveyed into the coll ecting sewer in propor-
tion to the number of pointsat which sewageistaken into the sewer system
from the premises of each owner, and subject to subsection (3), in default, may
berecovered asacivil debt.

(3) Whereaperson complieswith therequirementsof anoticegivento
him under section 74 (1), the complementary proportion of the percentage of
the expenses prescribed by the Minister under subsection (1), if any, that are
reasonably incurredinlaying the house-sewer (when thereisno collecting sewer
system) and of therequisite appliances and accessories, together with an addi-
tional sum, if the Authority so resolves, not exceeding five per cent, shall be
paidto him by the Authority.

(4) Payment of the expensesreferred toin subsections (1) and (2) shall
be madewithin thirty daysafter demand inwriting by the Authority, except that
any owner who does not within the period of thirty days pay those expenses-

(@ shdl pay them by annua instalmentsof one-fifteenth part of
thewholesumoriginally due, withinterest ontheprincipal
amount from timeto timeremaining unpaid at therate of not
lessthan six per centum per annum; and

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
[Printed by the Government Printer,]

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



64

CAP. 222 Water and Sewerage

Sewerage connec-
tions.
12 of 1991.

CAP 195

CAP 195

(b) may, onseven daysnoticeinwriting to the Authority, pay off
thebaanceor part thereof of the principa amount and any
interest that may bethen due.

76.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisionsof thisAct, wherethe Authority pro-
vides sewerage connectionsto any premisesor undertakesany other works
aspecifiedin section 74, it may recover the expensesincurred in suchworks
from the occupier of the premises, and in every such casethe provisions of
section 107 of thisAct shall mutatis mutandisapply to therecovery of such
expensesin likemanner asfor therecovery of water rate and seweragerate.

(2) Wherethe occupier of any premisesisrequired or liableto pay tothe
Authority any expenses by virtue of subsection (1), or wherethe occupier
himself undertakes any such workson thewritten direction of the Authority,
and as between himself and the owner of the premisesheisnot liableto pay
such expensesor incur any costs, heshall beentitled to deduct fromtherental
payableby himany sum paid by himto the Authority or any expensesincurred
by himvirtue of theforegoing provisions.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained inthe Rent Restriction Act, no
person shall increase the rent payable by the occupier of the premises by
reason only of thefact that the premises have been connected to the sewer-
ageworks.

(4) Any personwho contravenesthe provisionsof subsection (3) above,
shdl bequilty of an offenceand shal beliableto summary convictiontoafine
not exceeding five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceed-
ing six monthsor to both such fineand imprisonment.

(5) Without prejudiceto section 10 (2) of the Rent Restriction Act, where
alandlord servesanotice on thetenant to vacate the premiseson either of the
ground specified in paragraphs (b) and (e) of subsection (1) of section 10 of
thesaid Act, or obtainsajudgment or order for g ectment on any of thesaid
grounds, and thetenant vacatesthe premiseson such noticeor order, anditis
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subsequently madeto appear to the court that the noticewas served, or that the
judgment or order was obtained (asthe case may be), by fraud, misrepresen-
tation or conceal ment of materialsfacts, thelandlord commitsan offenceand
shall beliable on summary conviction to afine not exceeding one thousand
dallars, or toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding twelve months, or to both
suchfineand term of imprisonment.

77.-(1) The Authority may grant licencesauthorising personsto construct, ex-
ecute, repair or perform work required of the owner of any premisesunder
section 74 in connection with house sewers and watercl osets asthe Authority
thinksfit. Such personsshal becalled licensed sanitary constructorsand they
shdll act inaccordance with the provisionsof thisAct and any by-lawsor regu-
lations made thereunder.

(2) Noperson other than alicensed sanitary constructor may do any work
inrelation to acollecting sewer, house sewer, watercloset or soil pipe; and
notwithstanding any enactment to the contrary, any unlicensed person who does
that work or any person who causesit to be done by such unlicensed person
commitsan offenceandisliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
two hundred dollars.

(3) For the purposesof this section, aperson employed by the Authority,
whether as a servant or an independent contractor, shall be deemed to bea
licensed sanitary constructor with regard to work doneby himthat isauthorised
by the Authority.

Power of
Authority to
grant licences to
sanitary
constructors or
suspend or
cancel licences.

78.-(1) The Authority may in any sewerage disposal arealay asewer- Power to lay
SEewers.

(@ inany street; and

(b)  withthe consent of every owner and occupier of any land not
forming part of astreet and with the consent of thelocal
authority of thedistrictinwhichthat landissituated and a so
of the highway authority concerned, if the sewer will belaid
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withintwo hundred and twenty feet of any highway, in, on
or over any land,

and may fromtimeto timeinspect, repair, alter or renew, or may at any time
remove any sewer laid down by them whether by virtue of this section or
otherwise.

(2) A consent required for the purposes of subsection (1) shall not be
unreasonably withheld and any question whether such aconsent isor isnot
unreasonably withheld shall bereferred to and determined by the Minister.

(3) Wherethe Authority, intheexerciseof its powersunder thissection
laysasewer in, onor over any land not forming part of astreet, or inspects,
repairs, aters, renewsor removesamainlaidin, onor over any suchland, it
shall fromtimeto time pay compensation to every person interestedin that
land for any damage doneto or injurious affection of that |land by reason of the
inspection, laying, repair, ateration, renewal or removal of the sewer. Any
dispute asto the amount of compensation to be paid under this subsection
shall bereferredto arbitration.

(4) TheAuthority may erect and maintaininany street noticesindicating
the position of underground sewerageworksand appliancesused for control-
ling theflow of seweragethroughitsstreet sewer, and may affix such notices
toany houseor other building, wall or fence.

79.-(1) The Authority may in any street lay such street sewersand collecting
sawerswith suchfittingsasit thinksnecessary for thedrainage of sewagefrom
any house sawer, and may fromtimetotimeinspect, repair, dter or renew and
may at any timeremoveany collecting sewer laid in astreet whether by virtue
of thissection or otherwise.

(2) Whereasawer or collecting sewer hasbeen lawfully laidin, on or
over any land not forming part of astreet, the Authority may fromtimetotime
enter upon that land and inspect, repair, ater, renew or removethe sewer or
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lay anew sewer in substitution therefor, but shall pay compensation for any
damagedoneby it. Any disputeasto theamount of compensation to be paid
under thissubsection shall be determined by arbitration.

80.-(1) Subject to thissection, the Authority may requirethe provisionof a  Power of

separate house sewer for each house or other building connectedwithortobe ~ Authority to

connected with the collecting sewers. require separate

house sewers.

(2) If,inthecaseof ahouseor other building already connected witha

collecting sewer, and not having aseparate house sewer connected to astreet

sewer, the Authority givesnoticeto theowner of thehouseor building requiring

the provision of such ahouse sawer, theowner shal withinthreemonthslay so

much of therequired sewer and other worksaswill constitute ahouse sewer

andisnot required to belaid in ahighway, and the Authority shall, with all

reasonabl e despatch after he has done so, make all necessary connections.

(3) If an owner uponwhom anotice has been served under subsection
(2) failsto comply therewith, the Authority may itself executethework which
hewasrequired to execute.

(4) Theexpensesreasonably incurred by the Authority inexecuting the
work whichitisrequired by subsection (2) to execute, or whichit isempow-
ered by subsection (3) to execute, shall berepaid to it by the owner of the
house or building and may be recovered by it from him summarily asacivil
debt, but without prejudiceto the rights and obligations, as between them-
selves, of the owner and the occupier of the house or building.

(5) For the purposesof subsections(1) to (4), two or more buildingsin
the same occupation and forming part of the same hereditament for rating pur-
posesshdll betreated asasinglebuilding.

(6) Wherethe owner of agroup or block of housesisliable by law or
undertakesinwriting to pay the sewerage ratesin respect of all those houses,
then, solong ashe punctually paysthose rates and the house sewer of those
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housesis sufficient to meet the requirementsthereof, the Authority shall not
requirethe provision of separate house sewersfor those houses.

(7) Without prejudiceto subsection (6) where, onthecoming intoforce
of this Act, two or more houses were served by asingle house sewer, the
Authority shall not requirethe provision of separate house sewersfor those
housesuntil either-

(a) theexisting house sewer becomesso defectiveastorequire
renewal, or isnolonger sufficient to meet the requirements of
the houses; or

(b) aninstalment of the sewerageratein respect of any of the
housesremainsunpaid after theend of theperiod for whichit
isdue; or

() thehousesare, by structura aterationsto one or more of
them converted into alarger number of houses.

81.-(1) All collecting sewers, whether laid before or after the coming into
forceof thissection, shall vest inthe Authority and the Authority shall at its

gjva;sogn%’%? own expense carry out any necessary works of maintenance, repair or re-

house sewersin  newal of such sewersand any work onitsstreet sewersincidenta thereto.

highways.

(2) TheAuthority shal asocarry out any such necessary worksasafore-
said inthe case of so much of any house sewer asislaidinahighway, and may
recover theexpensesreasonably incurred by itin so doing asacivil debt from
theowner of the premises served by the house sewer, but without prejudiceto
therightsand obligations, asbetween themsel ves, of the owner and the occu-
pier of thepremises.

Seweragerate. 82.-(1) Wherethe Authority providesany seweragefacilitiesit may chargein
respect thereof asewerage ratewhich shall be such proportion of theannual
value of the premisesasmay be prescribed by the Minister.
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(2) Forthepurposesof thissection, theannual vaueof any premisesshal
betakento bethevalueasappearinginthevauationroll inforceon thefirst
day of the period covered by the water rate.

(3) If the premisesdo not appear in any valuation roll or if therateis
chargeableon only aproportion of the hereditament entered therein theannual
value shall be taken to be such sum or such apportioned part of the annual
value, asthe case may be, asmay be agreed between the Authority and the
owner or occupier of the premisesserviced or, in theabsence of such anagree-
ment, asmay be determined by acourt of summary jurisdiction.

83.-(1) The Minister shall prescribe by Order the proportion of theannual  Prescription of
valueof any premiseswhichisto bethe seweragerateinrespect of aperiodof ~ seweragerate.
twel ve months commencing on 1st January, and such rate shall be payable by

equal quarterly instalments payablein advance.

(2) A saweragerateshall, unlessand until anew rateismade, continueto
operatein respect of each successive period of twelve months.

84.-(1) Whereunder any Act relating to the assessment of thevalueof any  Alteration of
premises an amendment ismadeto the assessment roll for thetimebeingin  assessment roll.
force, theamendment shall for the purpose of cal culating theamount duein

respect of any seweragerate payable, have effect retrospectively asfromthe
datewhentheamendment cameinto operation and, notwithstanding anythingin

section 83 with respect to the equality of instalments of aseweragerate, any

necessary adjustmentsshall be madein thethen current instalmentsof therates

and any subsequent instal mentsthereof.

(2) If itisfound that by reason of theforegoing provisions, too much or
too little hasbeen paidin respect of any seweragerate, the difference shall be
repaid or allowed or, asthe case may be, shall be paid and may berecovered
inthemanner inwhich sewerageratesarerecoverable.
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85.-(1) TheAuthority may alow discountsor rebatesin cons deration of prompt
payment of seweragerates, so however, that such discountsor rebates shall
beat thesamerate under likecircumstancesto al personsand shdl notinany
case exceed five per cent.

(2) If, and so long asthe Authority allows such discounts or rebates,
notice of theeffect of thissection shall be endorsed on every demand notefor
seweragerates.

86. If itisshownto the satisfaction of amagistrateon sworninformationin
writing that apersonisquitting or isabout to quit premisesin respect of which
the Authority provides seweragefacilitiesand hasfailed to pay on demand an
instalment of a sewerage rate payable by, and due from, himin respect of
seweragefacilitiesprovided for those premises, and intendsto evade payment
thereof by departing from the premises, the magistrate may, in addition to
issuing asummonsfor non-payment of thesum due, issueawarrant under his
hand authorising the person named therein forthwith to enter the premisesand
to seize sufficient goods and chattel sof the defaulter to meet the claim of the
Authority and to detain them until the causeisdetermined upon thereturn of
thesummons.

87.-(2) If theowner or occupier of any premiseswilfully or negligently causes
or suffersany watercl oset, soilpipeor house sewer which heisliableto main-
tain to be or remain so out of order or so in need of repair, or so constructed
or adapted, or to be so used that the seweragefacilities provided by the Au-
thority are, or arelikely to be, misused or to pollute or injureany premisesor
property, or that foul air or any impure matter islikely to enter into any pipe
bel onging to, or connected with, apipe bel onging to the Authority, hecommits
an offenceand isliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding fifty
dollars.

(2) If any watercloset, soilpipe or house sewer which any personisli-
ableto maintainisin such acondition, or so constructed or adapted as de-
scribed in subsection (1), the Authority, without prejudicetoitsright toingti-
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tute proceedings under that subsection, may requirethat personto carry out
any necessary repairsor adterationsand, if hefailsto do sowithinforty-eight
hours, may itself carry out thework and recover from him asacivil debt the
expensesreasonably incurred by it in so doing.

88.  Whenever any premises have been provided withahousesewer and  Disposal of
waterclosst, if any sewageflowsor isdeposited or thrownfromthepremises,  sewage other
either within the premisesor elsewherethan by the house sewer fromthepre-  than by sewer.
mises, the occupier of the premises and anyone who deposits or throwsany

sewage asaforesaid commitsan offenceandisliable on summary convictionto

afinenot exceedingfifty dollars.

89.  If any garbage, hair, ashes, fruit, vegetables, rags, bottles, tins, refuse,  Allowing any-
or any other matter or thing whatever, except sewageand the necessary paper,  thing but
isthrown into or deposited in any receptacle connected with ahouse sewer, f;g’?teoffi N
either by theoccupier of the premisesor by anyoneelse, theoccupier andaso  oopers.

that person shall beliablefor all damage occasioned thereby and for all ex-

pensesincurred in repairing and rectifying the damage and in addition the per-

son throwing or depositing such matter commitsan offenceandisliableon

summary convictionto afinenot exceeding fifty dollars.

90. If inthe opinion of the Authority sewage of any particular kindwould  Permitting
beinjuriousto the sewer system the Authority may, by noticepublishedinthe ~ prohibited
Gazette and adaily newspaper circulating in the country, prohibit asfromthe isr?t"(‘; ag:;grfs' ow
time stated in the notice, theintroduction of that sewageinto any sewer and if '
after the date prescribed by the notice, any sewageisintroduced or entersor

flowsinto any sewer, the occupier of any such premises or place and also

anyone introducing any of that sewage or causing it to flow or enter into a

saewer commitsan offence and isliable on summary conviction to afinenot

exceeding fifty dollars.

91.-(1) Subject tothisAct, the Authority may:- Power to break
open streets.

(@ withintheareaof water supply for the purposeof laying,
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before breaking
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congtructing, ingpecting, repairing, renewing or removing
mains, service pipes, plant or other works; and

(b) outsidesuch areafor the purpose-

(i) of layingany mainsasaforesaidwhichitisauthorised
tolay; and

(ii) of ingpecting, repairing, renewing or removingthesad
mains, and

() withinany seweragedisposa area, for the purpose of laying,
congtructing, inspecting, repairing, renewing or removing any
sewerageworks,

break open any street and any bridge carrying astreet, and any sewer, drain
or tunnel in or under any such street and may remove and usethe soil or other
materiasinor under any such street.

(2) TheAuthority shall, intheexercise of the powers conferred by this
section cause aslittleinconvenienceand do aslittle damage asmay beand for
any damage done shal pay compensation to be determinedin case of dispute
by arbitration.

92.-(1) Not lessthan fourteen clear daysbeforeit commencesto break open
any street or bridge or any sewer, drain or tunnel, the Authority shall give
noticeof itsintention and of thetimewhen it proposesto commencethework,
to the persons having the control or management of the street, bridge, sewer,
drain or tunnel in question, or to some officer of those personsauthorised by
themto receive such notices.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), in casesof emergency arising from
defectsinany pipes, plant or works, it shall besufficient if thenoticerequired
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by subsection (1) isgiven as soon aspossi ble after the necessity for thework
becomesknownto the Authority.

93.-(1) Subject to thissection, the Authority shall not, except in such cases of
emergency asmentioned in section 92 (2), break open any street or bridge, or
any sewer, drain or tunnel, except under the supervision of and in accordance
with plans approved by the persons having the control or management thereof.

(2) If any disagreement arisesin connection with the plans submitted for
approval, that disagreement shall bereferred to the Minister whose decision
thereon shall befind.

(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), if the persons having the
control or management of astreet, bridge, sewer, drain or tunnel, after having
received such notice of the Authority’ sintention asis mentioned in subsections
(1) and (2), fail to questionthe sufficiency or propriety of any planssubmitted
tothem or fail to submit any alternative plansto the Authority or fail toamend
and exercise supervision over thework, the Authority may proceedto carry
out thework.

94.-(1) When, for the purpose of executing any work, the Authority breaks
open any street or bridge, or any drain or tunnel, it shall with al convenient
speed and to the reasonabl e sati sfaction of the persons having the control or
management thereof completethework andfill in and consolidate the ground
and reinstate and make good the street or the sewer, drain or tunnel, asthe
case may be, and remove all rubbish resulting fromits operations and shall,
after replacing and making good the street, keep it in good repair for three
monthsand for such further time, if any, not being morethan twelvemonthsin
thewhole, asthe soil may continueto subside.

(2) Solongasany such street remains broken open or obstructed, the
Authority shall make adequate arrangementsfor the control of traffic and shall
causethe street or such part thereof asisreasonably necessary to be properly
fenced and guarded at all timesand to beefficiently lighted between thehours

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

Streets, etc., not
to be broken
open except
under supervi-
sion of persons
responsible
therefor.

Streets, etc.,
broken open to
be reinstated
without delay.

REVISED EDITION 2000



74

CAP. 222 Water and Sewerage

Remedieswhere
Authority failsto
comply with
reguirements of
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Duty to give notice
of certain works.

Authority may
obtain copies of
assessment roll on
payment.

Power to enter
premises.

of sunset and of sunrise.

95, If the Authority fail sto comply with any of therequirementsof section
93, the personshaving the control or management of the street, bridge, sewer,
drain or tunnel in question may themsel ves execute any work necessary to
remedy the default and may recover the expensesreasonably incurred by
themin so doing fromthe Authority asacivil debt.

96.  TheAuthority, before commencing to executerepairsor other work
whichwill causeany materid interferencewith the supply of water or withthe
seweragefacilitiesshall, except in acase of emergency, givetoall consumers
andto all persons served with seweragefacilitieslikely to be affected, such
notice asisreasonably practicable and shall completethework with all rea-
sonable despatch.

97.-(1) Thelocal authority of any areawithinwhich the Authority supplies
water shall on application furnishto the Authority acopy of their current as-
sessment roll or of such part thereof or such entriestherein as may be speci-
fied inthe application and their clerk shall, upon request, certify any such

(2) Inrespect of every such copy, theloca authority may demand asum
not exceeding two dollarsand fifty centsfor every hundred entriesnumbered
separately, and for the purposes of this subsection, any number of entriesless
than acomplete hundred shall betreated asacomplete hundred.

98.-(1) Subject to thissection, any authorised Officer of the Authority shal on
producing, if so required, some duly authenti cated document showing hisau-
thority, havearight to enter any premisesat al reasonable hours-

(@ forthepurposeof ingpecting and examining metersused by
the Authority for measuring thewater supplied by it, and
of ascertaining therefrom the quantity of water consumed;
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(b)  forthepurposeof ascertaining whether thereisor hasbeenon
or in connection with the premises any contravention of the
provisionsof thisAct or any regul ations made thereunder;

(c) forthepurpose of ascertaining whether or not circumstances
exist whichwould allow the Authority to take any actionor
execute any work under thisAct or any regulations made
thereunder;

(d) forthepurposeof taking any action or executing any work
authorised or required by thisAct or any regulationsmade
thereunder to betaken or executed by the Authority,

except that admission to any premises shall not be demanded asof right unless
twenty-four hours notice of theintended entry has been given to the occupier.

(2) Anauthorised officer of the Authority may betweenthehoursof seven
intheforenoon and six inthe afternoon on producing, if required, evidence of
hisauthority, enter any premisessupplied with water by the Authority in order
to examineif there be any waste or misuse of such water and, if after produc-
tion of hisauthority, heisrefused admittanceto the premisesor isobstructedin
making hisexamination, the person refusing him admittance or so obstructing
him commitsan offence andisliable on summary conviction to afine not ex-
ceeding onehundred dollars.

(3) If itisshownto the satisfaction of amagistrate on sworninformationin
writing-

(@ that admissontoany premiseshasbeenrefused or thet refusa
isreasonably apprehended or that the premisesare unoccu-
pied or that the occupier istemporarily absent or that the case
isoneof urgency or that an application for admissonwould
defeat the obj ect of theentry; and
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(b) that thereisreasonable ground for entry into the premises
for any such purposeasaforesaid,

themagistrate may by warrant under hishand authorisethe Authority by any
authorised Officer to enter the premises, if need be by force.

(4) Anauthorised Officer entering any premisesunder the powerscon-
ferred by this section or of awarrant issued thereunder may takewith him
such other personsas may be necessary and on leaving any unoccupied pre-
miseswhich he has entered by virtue of such awarrant shall leavethem as
effectually secured against trespassers as hefound them.

(5) Every warrant granted under thissection shal continueinforceuntil
the purposefor which theentry isnecessary has been satisfied.

99. If, on acomplaint made by the owner of any premises, it appearstoa
court of summary jurisdiction that the occupier of those premises preventsthe
owner from executing any work which heisby or under thisAct or any by-
laws made thereunder required to execute, the court may order the occupier
to permit the execution of thework.

100.-(1) Whereany provisioninthisAct or in any by-laws made thereunder
provides-

(@ foranapped toaninferior court against aregquirement, re-
fusal or other decision of the Authority; or

(b) for any matter to be determined by, or an applicationinres-
pect of any matter to bemadeto, aninferior court, the proce-

CAP97. dureshal beby way of summonsandtheDidtrict Courts(Pro-
cedure) Act shall apply to such proceedings.
(2) Thetimewithinwhich any such appeal may bebrought shdl be
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twenty-two daysfrom the date on which notice of the requirement, refusal or
other decision was served upon the person desiring to appeal, and for the
purposes of thissection, thelodging of the statement of claim shall be deemed
to bethe bringing of the appeal.

(3) Inany casewhere such an appeal liesthe document notifying to the
person concerned the decision of the Authority inthe matter shall Satetheright
of appeal to aninferior court and the timewithin which such an appea may be
brought.

101. Legd proceedingsinany inferior court may beconductedonbehalf of  Legal proceed-
the Authority- ings.

(@ bytheChief Executive Officer or the Secretary; or

(b) by any other Officer of the Authority appointed to do so by
resolution of the Authority, and acopy of such resolution
purporting to be certified under the hand of the Secretary
shall be sufficient evidence of the contentsthereof.

102.-(1) Notwithstanding any other law, the Authority shall beexemptfrom  Taxexemption.
the payment of any tax imposed by or under any other law other than atax
imposed by alocal authority.

(2) For thepurposesof thissection, “tax” includesany assessment, duty,
fee, chargeor other imposition.

103.  Any purchaseof equipment or materialsby the Authority or theentry  Equipment.
intoany contract by the Authority shal beby tender unlesstheMinister authorises
otherwise.

104. A judgeor magistrate of any court or ajustice of thepeaceshall notbe  Judges and
disqualified from acting in casesarising under thisAct by reason only of his  justices not to be

being asoneof several ratepayersor asoneof any other classof personslisble  disaualifiedby
liahility to rates.
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incommon with the othersto contributeto or be benefited by any rateor fund
out of which any expensesof the Authority areto bedefrayed.

105.-(1) The Authority may, on therequest of any persontowhomit supplies
or proposesto supply water or whom it has provided or whom it proposesto
providewith seweragefacilities, supply to him by way ether of sdeor hireany
suchwater fittingsor sanitary conveniences and appliances, asthe case may
be, asarerequired or allowed by thisAct or any by-laws made thereunder,
and may onsuchrequest, ingtal, repair or alter any suchwater fittingsor such
sanitary convenience or appliance whether supplied by it or not, asthe case
may be, and may provideany materialsand do any work required in connec-
tionwith suchingtalation, repair or ateration of water fittingsor sanitary con-
veniencesor appliances, asthe case may be.

(2) The Authority may make such chargesasmay be agreed or, inde-
fault of agreement, asmay be reasonablefor any fittings or sanitary conve-
nienceor appliance supplied, or any materiasprovided or work done, under
this subsection and may recover such chargesascivil debts.

(3) Any fittingsor sanitary conveniencesor gpplianceslet for hireby the
Authority or awater purveyor, asthe case may be-

(@ shdl, notwithstanding that they befixed to some part of the
premisesinwhichthey are situated or belaid inthe soil there
under, continueto bethe property of and beremovable by
the Authority or thewater purveyor, asthe case may be; and

(b)  shal not be subject to distressor to alandlord’ sremedy for
rent, or beliableto betaken in execution under any process
of any court or in any proceedingsin bankruptcy against the
personsinwhose possession they may be,

s0 however, that nothing inthissubsection shall affect thevaluationfor rating
of any rateable hereditament.
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(4) If any personwilfully or negligently injuresor suffersto beinjured
any water fitting or sanitary convenienceor gppliancebelongingtothe
Authority or awater purveyor, hecommitsan offenceandisliable on sum-
mary convictionto afinenot exceeding fifty dollars, and the Authority or a
water purveyor may do all suchwork asisnecessary for repairing any injury
doneand may recover the expensesreasonably incurred by theminsodoing
from the offender asacivil debt.

106.-(1) Wherean owner of land inany areaof water supply or sewerage Authority to
disposal areaproposesto erect thereon buildingsfor which asupply of water  provide domes-

for domestic purposeswill be needed, he may make application requesting ggNS;’rF;'z;é’ and
theAuthority- facilitiesfor
new buildings.
(@ tolaythenecessary mainsto such point or pointsaswill enable
such buildingsto be connected thereto at areasonable cost
and to bring water to that point or those points;
(b) toconstruct the necessary seweragefacilities,
andthe Authority may, if it thinksfit, subject ashereinafter provided, accedeto
that request.
(2) TheAuthority, beforeentertai ning such application-
(@ inthecaseof theprovisionandthelaying of the necessary
mans-
0] may requirethe owner to undertaketo pay in respect
of each year asum amounting to one-eighth of the
expenseof providing andlaying the necessary mains
aswell asingtalling any necessary pumping equip-
ment and appliances (Ilessany amountsreceived by
the Authority in respect of water supplied, whether
for domestic or non-domestic purposes, inthat year
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from those mains) until the aggregate amount of
water ratespayableannually in respect of thebuild-
ingswhen erected and in respect of any other

premises connected with the said mainsat therates
for thetimebeing charged by the Authority equalsor
exceedssuch sumasaforesaid, or until theexpiration
of aperiod of twelveyears, whichever first occurs,
and

(ii) except wheretheowner isalocal or public authority,
may also requirehimto deposit with the Authority as
security for payment of thesaid annua sum, such
sum, not exceeding thetotal expenseof providing
and laying themains, asthe Authority may require;

(b) inthecaseof the construction of the necessary seweragefa
cilities, may requirethe owner to enter into such arrangements
for meeting the expensesinvolved asmay beprovided by by-
laws.

(3) Any question arising under subsection (1) (a) asto the pointsto
which mainsmust betakenin order to enablebuildingsto be connected thereto
at areasonablecost shal, in default of agreement, be determined by theMin-
iser.

Liability for and 107.-(1) Subject to section 108, water rates and sewerage rates payableto
recovery of water  the Authority, shall be payable and recoverablein accordance with this sec-
ratlesand sewer-tjon and not otherwise.

age rates.

(2) Except wherean owner of premiseswhoisnot himself the occupier
thereof isliableby or under any enactment, or by agreement with the Author-
ity, to pay thewater rate or sewerageratefor asupply of water or for sewer-
agefacilitiesto those premises, thewater rate and seweragerate respectively
shall be payable by the occupier of the premises.
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(3) Thewater rate and seweragerate payable by any person may, after a
demand therefor, berecovered fromthe personliabletherefor by the Authority
inany court of competent jurisdiction.

(4) Subject ashereinafter provided and to subsection (5), whereaperson
failsto pay within seven daysafter ademand therefor any instalment of awater
rate or chargeinlieu of awater rate or sewerage rate payableby himinre-
spect of any premises, the Authority may cut off the supply of water to the
premises (and may, if necessary, enter such premisesfor such purpose) and
recover the expensesreasonably incurred by it in so doing in the same manner
astheinstalment due, except that if, before the expiration of the said seven
days, noticeinwritingisgiventoit that thereisadispute asto theamount due
in respect of thewater rate or seweragerate, or asto theliability to pay the
rate, the Authority shal not cut off the supply of water until thedispute has, on
the application of either party, been settled by an inferior court, provided that
the occupier lodgesthe amount duein respect of thewater rate or sewerage
rate, asthe case may be, in such court without prejudiceto the dispute.

(5) Where, at the date when aninstalment of awater rate, or chargein
lieu of awater rate or seweragerate in respect of any premisesbecomesdue,
the owner of the premisesisliableby or under any enactment, or by agreement
with the Authority, to pay the water rates for the supply of water to those
premisesor to pay the sewerage ratesand isnot himself the occupier thereof,
the Authority shal not cut off thesupply of water tothe premisesfor afalureby
himto pay any suchinstament, but theinstalment, without pre udicetotheright
of the Authority to enforce payment thereof by him, may berecovered by it
either from the owner for thetime being, or, subject ashereinafter provided,
fromthe occupier for thetime being, of the premises, inthe manner inwhich
water rates and sewerageratesarerecoverable.

(6) Wheretheoccupier of such premisesisnot the owner thereof-

(@ proceedingsshal not becommenced under subsection (5)
againgt the occupier until notice hasbeen givento himrequir-
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ing him to pay the amount due out of any rent whichisthen
due, or which may thereafter become duefrom him, and he
hasfailed to comply with the notice; and

(b) nogreater sumshall berecoverableat any onetimefromthe
occupier than theamount of rent whichisowing by him, or
which hasaccrued since such notice asaforesaid was givento
him; and

(c) if theoccupier, asbetween himself and the owner of the pre-
mises, isnot liableto pay thewater rate or seweragerate, he
shall beentitled to deduct from therent payable by him any
sum paid by himin compliance with the notice or so recov-
eredfromhim.

(7) Inthissection, theexpression“water rate”’ includesany additional
charge payableto the Authority in respect of asupply of water for domestic
pUrpoSEs.

(8) Notwithstanding anythinginthisAct to the contrary, but subject to
section 108, sewerage rates shall be payable by the person liable therefor
from the expiration of the notice given under section 74 (1) or from the date
when the premisesarefirst served with seweragefacilities, whichever isthe
ealier.

108.-(1) Notwithstanding any agreement or rule of law to the contrary, where
any premisesareat the commencement of thisAct supplied with water by the
Authority or isserved with seweragefacilities, until the owner thereof gives
noticeinwriting to the Authority of thename of the occupier and the Authority
makes demand on such occupier therefor, thewater ratesand seweragerates
inrespect of such premisesshall be payable by the owner thereof.

(2) Inthissection, areferenceto premises served with seweragefacili-
tiesshall be construed so asto include areferenceto premisesin respect of
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which anotice given under section 74 (1) hasexpired.

109. TheMinister may by Order published inthe Gazette, declareany area
of the country other than an areafalling within thelimitsof any town, tobea
rural water supply areawith effect from the date specified in such order andthe
following provisonsshal apply to such aress.

110.-(1) For every rura water supply areadeclared under section 109 of this
Act, there shall be established aBoard of Management (hereinafter referred to
as“theBoard”) consisting of seven memberswho shall be appointed by the
Minister in accordancewith the provisionsof thissection. Every such Board
shall beabody corporatewith perpetual succession and acommon seal and
with all the attributes of abody corporate.

(2) TheMinigter shall, after consultation with the Water Commissioners,
gppoint suitable personsone of whom shdl bethe Chairman of thevillage council
fromtherural areaconcerned to be membersof the Board of Management for
that area.

(3) TheAuthority shall beresponsiblefor imparting thenecessary training
to members of the Boards established under this section to enable them to
moreefficiently performtheir functions.

(4) TheMinister shall appoint aChairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary,
and Treasurer of the Board from among the members of the Board.

(5) Membersof aBoard shall hold officefor aperiod of two yearsand
may beeligiblefor regppointment provided that such membershave satisfacto-
rily performed their functionsas such members.

(6) A member may at any timeresign hisappointment by giving noticein
writing to the Minister through the Chairman of the Board, and such noticeshall
take effect thirty daysafter recel pt by the Minister of such notice of resignation.

Declaration of
rural water
supply aress.
260of 1994,

Establishment of
Boards of
Management.
260f 1994,
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(7) TheMinister may for any fit and proper causeremove any member
from the Board and appoint another suitable person to replace such member
for the unexpired term of office of such member.

(8) Subjecttotheprovisonsof thisAct, the Board may regulateitsown

procedure.

(9) TheMinigter may, after consultation with the Authority, approvesuch
honorarium to be paid to members of the Board out of thefunds of the Board
ashemay deemfit.

Functions and 111.-(1) Thefunctionsof theBoard shall beasfollows:

powers of the
Board.
26 of 1994. @

()
©
(d)

(€
(f)
(¢)

to beresponsiblefor al operationsand maintenance activi-
tiesin order to ensure uninterrupted serviceto therespective
communities;

to regulate pumping hoursto ensure constant water supply;

to ensurethat proper records and accounts are maintai ned;

to undertake expansion of therural water supply systemas
required;

to carry out disconnection procedures,
to collect user-fees; and

to effectively and efficiently undertake any other functionre-
lated to therural water supply system.

(2) Subjecttotheprovisonsof thisAct, the Board shall have power to
lay pipesfor supply of water inany rural water supply areadeclared under
section 109 of thisAct.
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(3) Theplowersgiventothe Authority by sections33, 50 and 68 of this
Act shall apply mutatis mutandisto the Boards.

112. A Boardshal bedeemedto beapublic authority withinthe meaning
of the Public Authorities Protection Act and shall be entitled to the protection
afforded apublic authority given by that Act.

113. No member, Officer or servant of theBoard shall be persondly liable
for any act donein theexecution of hisfunctionsunder thisAct, provided that
such act wasdonein good faith.

114.-(1) TheBoard shal have power to appoint staff to assist itin carrying out
any of itsfunctionsunder thisAct, and such staff shall be gppointed uponterms
and conditionsto be approved by the Minister, after consultation withthe Au-
thority.

115.-(1) Of thegrossrevenues collected by a Board during afinancid year, it
shdll pay into and credit the account of the Authority with fifteen per centumof
such grossrevenues and the balance of eighty-five per centum shall bekept by
theBoard for itsown use.

(2) TheAuthority shall utilisetherevenue credited by the Board under
subsection (1) abovefor the maintenance of the necessary infrastructureinthe
respectiverura area.

(3) Theratesand chargesto belevied by aBoard for the supply of water
and other servicesand facilitiesshall in accordance with such scalesas may
fromtimeto be be approved by the Minister.

116.-(1) TheBoard shall keep proper accountsin respect of itswater opera-
tionsand shall prepare astatement of account for each financia year.
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(2) Theauthority or theMinister of Natural Resources shall appoint
auditorsto audit the accounts of the Board at theend of every fiscal year or at
any other time deemed desirable by the Authority or said Minister.

(3) Assoon aspossibleafter the end of each financial quarter, every
Board shall transmit to the Authority acopy of theincome and expenditure
accountsof the Board for that period together with astatement of the assets
andliabilitiesof the Board at theend of therelevant financia quarter.

Submission of 117. A Boardshdl at suchtimeand in such formasmay beapproved by
budget estimates.  theMinister responsiblefor Finance, prepareand submit tothat Minigter through

260f 1994. the Minister, estimates of income receivable and the expenditureto bein-
curred during thenext financid year.

Account to be 118. TheBoard shall open an account with any appropriate bank or fi-

gpensd by the nancial institution approved by the Minister of Finance and the Board shall

zgg; 1004 depositinto such account:

(@ moneyscollected from user-fees;
(b) extensonfeesandcharges;, and
() any other moneyslawfully appropriated by the Board.

Applications of 119.  Therevenuesof aBoard for any financial year shall beappliedin

revenues. defraying thefollowing charges:
26 0f 1994.
(@ theremunerationandalowancesof themembersof theBoard,;
(b) thesdariesandfeesof any officersor servantsof theBoard;
(c) thepurchaseof equipment and properties, theworking
operations and establishment expensesand expenditureon
or provisions for the maintenance of any of thework or
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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ingtdlationsof the Board and thedischarge of itsfunctions;

(d) the expansion of thewater supply system or any other
projectsto be approved by the Minister or the Authority.

(e any other expenditure authorised by the Board and prop-
erly chargeableto revenue account.

120.  Anyfundsof aBoard notimmediately requiredtobeexpendedinthe  Authorised
meeting of any obligationsor thedischarge of any functionsof theBoardmay ~ investment.
beinvested fromtimetotimein securitiesgpproved by theMinister responsible 26.0f 1994.
for Financefor investment by the Board.

121.  TheMinister may, after consultation withthe Board andthe Author-  Regulations.
ity, make regulationsfor the better carrying out of theforegoing provisions ~ 260f 1994.
relating to the establishment of rural water supply systems.

122.  Theprovisonsof sections109to 121 shall haveeffect notwithstand-  Sections 109 to

ing anything to the contrary contained inthisAct or any other law. 121 toprevail
over existing
law.
260f 1994.
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