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PREFACE

On 17 March 1992, the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental and
Water Problems adopted the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes (E/ECE/1267) in Helsinki. This Convention is intended
to strengthen national and international measures to prevent, control and reduce the release
of hazardous substances into the aquatic environment, to abate eutrophication and
acidification, to ensure rational and ecologically sound water management, and to protect
related ecosystems including the marine environment.

Article 17 (2) of the Convention calls upon the Parties to exchange information on
experience gained in concluding and implementing bilateral and multilateral agreements and
other arrangements for the protection and use of transboundary waters to which one or more
of the Parties have acceded. In their decision B(5) adopted in March 1992, the Senior
Advisers entrusted the Working Party on Water Problems to undertake activities on such
questions as may be deemed important pending the entry into force of the Convention.
Among the questions specifically outlined was the compilation and regular updating of
information on bilateral and multilateral agreements and other arrangements within the
UN/ECE region on the protection and use of transboundary waters.
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At its sixth session held in November 1992, the Working Party on Water Problems
considered practical ways and means of systematically compiling and regularly updating such
information, and decided, as a first step, to finalize and update the lists of agreements
prepared in the late 1970s within UN/ECE. These include a Synoptic List of Existing
Conventions and International A greements Concerning Water Resources in the ECE Region
(WATER/R.69) and a list of Treaties Concerning the Development, Use and Conservation
of Shared Water Resources in the ECE Region (WATER/R.85), compiled on the basis of
information communicated by Governments.

In updating and completing information contained in these documents, amendments
and additions were taken into account which were provided by Austria, Canada, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania,
Russian Federation, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain and Switzerland. Information contained
in United Nations and other related documents, including the publication of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on International Treaties Concerning
the Non-navigational Uses of International Water Courses - Europe (FAO Legislative Study
No. 49), was also taken into account.

The present document is issued pursuant to the decision taken by the Senior Advisers
on Environmental and Water Problems at their sixth session (ECE/ENVWA/29, paragraph
27 (b)). It will be revised and updated annually by the Working Party on Water Problems.
At three-yearly intervals a completely revised and updated version of the consolidated list of
agreements will be prepared for wide dissemination.

In accordance with established practice, the list of Bilateral and Multilateral
A greements and other A rrangements in Europe and North America on the Protection and Use
of Transboundary Waters is published under the sole responsibility of the secretariat. 1/

U The designations employed and the presentation of material in this document do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United
Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities,
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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INTRODUCTION

The present document presents in a chronological order existing bilateral and
multilateral legally binding agreements and other arrangements in Europe and North America
on the protection and use of transboundary waters, which had been concluded by May 1992.
These include agreements, treaties, conventions, protocols, orders and exchanges of notes.

For each agreement the following information is given: title of the agreement, field
of application, river basin, area of application, contracting parties, date of agreement and
place of signature, joint body, and reference.

(a) Title of the agreement

This entry gives either the original title of the agreement or a translation, if the
original title(s) is(are) not in the respective working language of UN/ECE. In the latter case,
full use was made of translations contained in the treaty series of the League of Nations or
the United Nations, as well as translations provided by the relevant contracting parties. For
original titles in languages other than the UN/ECE working languages, documents
WATER/R.85 and ENVWA/WP.3/R.27/Add.2 might be consulted.

(b)  Field of application

This entry contains a brief description of the field(s) of application of the agreement,
as follows: qualitative and quantitative protection of water resources, water supply, irrigation,
hydropower production, floods, regulating or hydraulic development, water management of
transboundary waters, fishery, and navigation.

The composite term "quantitative and qualitative protection of water resources” covers
a complex of activities, such as the protection of water resources against overuse as well as
the prevention, control and reduction of water pollution. Monitoring of water quality and
measurements related to water levels and flow rates are implicitly covered under this term.
The terms "quantitative protection of water resources” and "qualitative protection of water
resources” are used if an agreement covers exclusively quantity or quality aspects,
respectively. In some cases a more specific description of the fields of application is given
in order to highlight those aspects of an agreement which are of particular relevance to the
Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International
Lakes. Examples include: "protection of waters against industrial pollution"; "control of
accidental pollution”; "joint treatment of waste water"; "control and reduction of municipal
and industrial waste-water discharges”; "control of discharges containing radioactive
material”; "protection against thermal pollution"”; “"prevention, control and reduction of
eutrophication”; “conservation of water quality"; "protection of aquatic ecosystems";
"protection of groundwaters"; and "erosion control”.
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The term "water supply " covers activities concerning the supply of water both for
municipal and industrial use.

The term “"irrigation” covers water supply for irrigation and other agricultural
activities, such as water supply for livestock.

The term "hydropower production” denotes the in-stream use of surface waters for the
production of electricity. Usually, this implies hydraulic engineering activities, such as the
construction of dams, regulating and the hydraulic development of catchment areas.

The term "floods" covers mainly activities regarding the control of floods. In some
cases the control of other hydrological extreme events, such as droughts and ice drifts, is
implicitly included under this term.

The terms "regulating” and "hydraulic development” both cover activities regarding
man-made modification to the location, width or depth of the bed of a surface water body,
modifications to its water regime, water-construction works, and the maintenance of river
banks. The term "hydraulic development” implies, however, that regulating activities cover
the development of a whole catchment area or parts thereof to create appropriate conditions
for in-stream and off-stream water uses.

The term "water management of transboundary waters” is used when a more detailed
description of the fields of application of the agreement could not be given. The term covers
a complex of joint activities to protect transboundary waters against pollution, overuse and
negative effects resulting from hydrological extreme events; to provide for water supply; etc.

The term "fishery” denotes any activity to control fish in surface waters. The
agreements listed under this category contain, as a rule, provisions regarding the protection
and/or conservation of aquatic ecosystems in order to allow sustainable fishery. In some
cases specific reference is made to such additional provisions of an agreement.

The term "navigation” indicates the use of the water body for navigation purposes.
Agreements listed contain provisions regarding regulation, hydraulic development and/or
provisions regarding the protection of water resources. Agreements concerning the transport
of substances hazardous to water, and the buoying or lightening of rivers are not listed.

(c) River basin

This entry gives the name of the first order river basin communicating directly with
the final recipient of water (oceans, closed inland seas or lakes).
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(d) Area of application

This entry lists the names of transboundary water bodies, the catchment area or
relevant part(s) of it to which the agreement applies. In some cases more general terms are
used, such as "all surface waters which form or cross the frontier between the two States”
and "surface waters which form or cross the frontier between the two States".

(e) Contracting parties

This entry lists the present contracting parties to the agreement. In a number of
instances, the fact that newly created States in Europe have assumed full responsibility under
existing agreements is reflected. The listing of contracting parties shall, however, not be
understood as prejudging the position of the States concerned with regard to specific
agreements.

o Date of agreement and place of signature

This entry informs about the date of signature of the agreement, the place of signature,
and related dates as to its entry into force and renewal(s).

(g)  Joint body

This entry gives, as appropriate, the name of the joint body responsible for the
implementation of the agreement.

h) Reference

This entry lists sources of information, including bibliographic sources for additional
information. The list of abbreviations is presented in the annex.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

A/5409, (paragraph(s)): United Nations. General Assembly. Report of the Secretary-
General on Legal Problems Relating to the Utilization and Use of International Rivers.
1964. New York.

A/CN.4/274, (paragraph(s)): United Nations. International Law Commission. Legal
Problems relating to the Non-navigational Uses of International Water Courses.
Supplementary Report submitted by the Secretary General pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 2669(XXV) of 8 December 1970. 25 March 1974. New York.

BFSP, (volume), (page): United Kingdom. Foreign Office. British and Foreign State
Papers.

BGBL, (volume), (year), (page): Federal Republic of Germany. Bundesgesetzblatt.
Bonn/Koéln.

BGBIRO, (number), (year): Austria. Bundesgesetzblatt fiir die Republik Osterreich.
Wien.

BGVBL, (year), (page): Bavaria (Germany). Bayrisches Gesetz- und Verordnungsblatt.
Miinchen.

BOE, (number), (date), (page): Spain. Boletin Oficial del Estado. Madrid.

BR, (reference number): Federal Republic of Germany. Bundesrat. Verhandlungen des
Bundesrates. Anlagen zu den Stenographischen Berichten. Drucksachen. Bonn.

CRTP, 1964: Canada. Departments of External Affairs and Northern Affairs and
National Resources. The Columbia River Treaty Protocol and Related Documents.
February 1964 and April 1964. Ottawa.

CTS, (number), (year): Canada. Treaty Series. Ottawa.

DG, (number), (series), (date): Portugal. Diario do Governo. Lisboa.

DV, (number), (date): Bulgaria. Durzhaven Vestnik. Sofia.
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E/CONF.70/TP. 5§3: E.J. Manner and J. U. Ratia: Experiences in Joint Administration
of Border Watercourses. Thematic paper No. 53 submitted by Finland to the United
Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata, Argentina, 1977. New York.

EK, (volume), (date): Greece. Ephemeris tes Kyberneseos. Athenai.

FAO/34, (reference number of entry): Systematic Index of International Water
Resources Treaties, Declarations, Acts and Cases by Basin. Volume II. Legislative Study
No. 34. Rome. 1984.

FAO/49: International Treaties Concerning the Non-navigational Uses of International
Water Courses - Europe. Legislative Study No. 49. Rome. (forthcoming).

FR, (volume), (year), (page): United States of America. Department of State. Foreign
Relations of the United States. Diplomatic Papers. Washington, D.C.

IBWC, (reference number of minutes), (date): Minutes of the International Boundary
and Water Commission (United States of America-Mexico).

IBWC(R): D. H. Jordén and J. F. Friedkin: The International Boundary and Water
Commission United States and Mexico. Report to the International Conference on Water
for Peace. (Washington, D.C., 23 to 31 May 1967).

LIC-Docket, (number), (date): Register of orders and other agreements of the
International Joint Commission (Canada-United States).

IJC-Order, (date): Orders of the International Joint Commission (Canada-United States).

ILM, (volume), (year), (page): International Legal Materials. Current Documents.
Washington, D.C.

IW, (page): E. Hartig: Internationale Wasserwirtschaft und Internationales Rechs.
Schriftenreihe des Osterreichischen Wasserwirtschaftsverbandes. Wien. Springer-Verlag.
Heft 28/29. 1955.

JO, (date), (page): France. Journal Officiel de la République Frangaise. Editions des
lois et décrets. Paris.

LNTS, (volume): League of Nations. Treaty Series. Publication of Treaties and
International Engagements registered with the Secretariat of the League of Nations.
Geneva.

MK, (number), (page): Hungary. Magyar KozI6ny. Budapest.
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ML, (number), (date): Luxembourg. Memorial du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg.
Luxembourg.

MU, (number), (vear), (page): Yugoslavia. Izdanie Ministerstva Inostrannykh Poslova
FNRJ. Mejdunarodni Ugovori. Beograd.

RGDIP, (year), (page): France. Revue générale de droit international public. Paris.

RO, (volume and/or year), (page): Switzerland. Recueil officiel des lois et
ordonnances de la Confédération Suisse. Berne.

RS, (volume), (page): Switzerland. Chancellerie fédérale. Recueil systématique des
lois et ordonnances. Berne.

RTAF, (number), (year): France. Recueil des Traités et Accords de la France. Paris.
SB, (number), (year): Netherlands. Staatsblad van het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden.

SDD, (volume), (page): Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. M.I.D. Sbornik
Deistvuyuschikh Dogovorov, Soglasheniy i Konventsiy, Zakliuchennykh SSSR s
inostrannymi gosudarstvami. Moskva.

SL, (number), (text), (page): Yugoslavia. SluZbeni List Socijalistitke Federativne
Republike Jugoslavije. Beograd.

SOPS, (reference number/year): Finland. Suomen sidddskokoelman sopimussarja.
Ulkovaltain kanssa tehdyt sopimukset. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Helsinki.

Stat, (volume), (page): United States. Statutes at large. Compiled, edited, indexed and
published by authority of law under the direction of the Secretary of State. Washington,
D.C.

TB, (number), (year): Netherlands. Tractatenblad van het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden.

TIAS, (number): United States of America. Treaties and Other International Acts
Series. Washington, D.C.

TN, (reference number): Norway. The Treaties of Norway. Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Oslo.

UNLS, (number): United Nations. Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs.
United Nations Legislative Series, including Legislative Texts and Treaty Provisions

concerning the Utilization of International Rivers for purposes other than navigation. New
York.
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UNTS, (volume): United Nations. Treaty Series. Treaties and international agreements

registered or filed and recorded with the Secretariat of the United Nations. New York.

UST, (volume), (page): United States of America. Department of State. United States
Treaties and other International Agreements. Washington, D.C.

USTS, (number), (page): United States of America. Treaty Series. Washington, D.C.

VVS, (number), (date): Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Vedomosti Verkhovnogo
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PREFACE

The exchange of information on experience gained in concluding and
implementing bilateral and multilateral agreements and other arrangements for
the protection and use of transboundary waters is part of the activities of
the ECE Working Party on Water Problems under the Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (E/ECE/1267),
which was adopted at Helsinki on 17 March 1992. This Convention is intended
to strengthen national and international measures to prevent, control and
reduce the release of hazardous substances into the aquatic environment, to
abate eutrophication and acidification, to ensure rational and ecologically
sound water management, and to protect related ecosystems including the marine
environment.

The present document is issued pursuant to the decision taken by the
Committee on Environmental Policy at its first session (ECE/CEP/1l) to revise
and update annually the 1993 list of Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements and
Other Arrangements in Europe and North America on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Waters (ECE/ENVWA/32) and to publish a completely revised and
updated version of the consolidated list of agreements at three-yearly
intervals. By 31 December 1994, additions and amendments to this document had
been submitted by the delegations of Austria, Croatia, Netherlands, Russian
Federation and Slovakia. These have been incorporated into the present
document.

In accordance with established practice, the 1994 update is published
under the sole responsibility of the secretariat. 1/

1/ The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the
Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of
its frontiers or boundaries.
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B. Amendments to references and the list of abbreviations

The publication referred to as "FAO/49" and "FAO/49: International
Treaties Concerning the Non-navigational Uses of International Water Courses -
Europe. Legislative Study No. 49. Rome. (forthcoming)" was published in 1993
under a new title and series number. The references should read "FAO/50" and
"FAO/50: Treaties concerning the non-navigational uses of international
watercourses - Europe, FAO Legislative Study No. 50. Rome.", respectively.
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PREFACE

The exchange of information on experience gained in concluding and
implementing bilateral and multilateral agreements and other arrangements for
the protection and use of transboundary waters is part of the activities of
the ECE Working Party on Water Problems under the Convention on the Protection

and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (E/ECE/1267),
which was adopted at Helsinki on 17 March 1992. This Convention is intended

to strengthen national and international measures to prevent, control and

reduce the release of hazardous substances into the aquatic environment, to

abate eutrophication and acidification, to ensure rational and ecologically

sound water management, and to protect related ecosystems including the marine
environment.

The present document is issued pursuant to the decision taken by the
Committee on Environmental Policy at its first session (ECE/CEP/1) to revise
and update annually the 1993 list of Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements and

Other Arrangements in Europe and North America on the Protection and Use of

Transboundary Waters (ECE/ENVWA/32) and to publish a completely revised and
updated version of the consolidated list of agreements at three-yearly

intervals. By 31 December 1995, additions and amendments to this document and
its 1994 update (ECE/ENVWA/32/Add.1) had been submitted by the delegations of
Austria, Czech Republic, Belarus, Belgium, Lithuania, Netherlands, Republic of
Moldova, Russian Federation and Slovakia. These have been incorporated into

the present document.

In accordance with established practice, the 1995 update is published
under the sole responsibility of the secretariat. 1 /

1/ The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of
the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any
country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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