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We are delighted to introduce this first edition of the Water Yearbook: Central Asia and Around the 
Globe, which covers key water related events and developments in 2017.   

thThe idea of such a yearbook originated during the preparation to the 25  
anniversary of the Interstate Commission for Water Coordination (ICWC) in 
Central Asia. It became apparent that despite regular issue of ICWC newsletters, 
much of the Commission's activity and achievements remained in memories of 
its veterans only and had not been properly documented. We thought that it 
would be instrumental for all of us and especially for future generations to have 
an annual publication, where one may trace the water history of our countries 
against the background of global trends and developments.  

Another motive for initiation of this work was that the year 2017 turned to be 
very rich for memorable events. 

thBesides the 25  jubilee of ICWC, last year we celebrated 30th anniversary of 
the Basin Water Organization Amu Darya and the Basin Water Organization Syr Darya, 15 years since 
the establishment of the Global Water Partnership (GWP) for Central Asia and Caucasus, 10th birthday 

thof the Chu-Talas Commission, and 10  anniversary of the UN Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy 
for Central Asia.    

The year 2017 was marked by enhanced cooperation in the Central Asian region. A new 
direction for Uzbekistan's foreign policy towards closer relations with its neighbors opened new horizons 
for cooperation. In the course of the year the leaders of the Central Asian countries had frequent and 
productive meetings that addressed complex issues, including demarcation of boundaries and 
reinforcement of water relations (see ). Bilateral water cooperation between the states in Central Asia

The Heads of Central Asian states made statements from a high tribune of the UN  about their 
concerns and priorities, with the water issues taking central place (see ). Bilateral General Assembly
working groups (or commission) continued collaborating on water matters between Kazakhstan and 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, and Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan. 

ICWC members took active part on different platforms. The Kazakhstan's Vice-minister of 
Agriculture Mr. Nysanbayev participated in the work of the Global High-level Panel on Water and 
Peace (see ). First Deputy Minister of Energy and Water Global High-level Panel on Water and Peace
Resources of Tajikistan Mr. Rahimzoda was appointed Special Presidential Envoy for the High-level 
Panel on Water (see ).High Level Panel on Water

Two members of ICWC have been awarded by state decorations. The Uzbekistan's Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture and Water Resources Mr. Khamraev was awarded the title of Honored Irrigator 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Director General of the Department for Water Resources and Land 
Reclamation of Kyrgyzstan Mr. Tashtanaliyev received an honorary order “Dank”. 

thOn the occasion of the 25  jubilee of ICWC, six veterans of the Commission were awarded the 
title “Honorary member of ICWC” and more than 100 persons received awards for diligent work and 
significant contribution to international and regional water cooperation (Section Central Asia Water 
Awards).

The Yearbook also contains information on water related activities of international organizations 
and development partners in Central Asia (Section ). It is Activity of International Partners in Central Asia
our hope that this collection will contribute to better coordination of their efforts.

In addition to major developments in Central Asia, the Yearbook highlights key developments 
around the globe to give sight of general trends, challenges and innovations in water management 
and related spheres (Section , ). Key events and activities Innovations in 2017 Key Water Developments
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of international water organizations, such as the International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage 
(ICID), GWP, World Water Council, International Network of Basin Organizations (INBO) and many 
others are presented in Section .International Water Organizations and Initiatives

The content of the Yearbook covers wider than only water issues, given that water should be 
viewed against the background of general development in the countries and in the context of 
integration processes. For example, Eugene Simonov's review of the China's Belt and Road Initiative 
highlights possible direct or indirect impacts of this initiative on water management and use in Central 
Asia. Climate change and progress in achieving the SDGs also were spotlighted under separate 
thematic sections due to their particular relevance and importance (Section ).Thematic Reviews

However, this publication does not pretend to be exhaustive. This is only first trial to highlight key 
water-related events and developments of the past year in single and easy to read format.

Materials that fed the publication were collected and compiled from official sites of public 
bodies, international organizations and information agencies.  Those were supplemented by SIC's 
analytical reviews, web searches and inputs from individual persons and organizations in response to 
our requests. 

In this context, the authors would like to express their utmost gratitude to all organizations and 
individuals who responded to our request for information. 

We hope that our collective work will give valuable insights  into the historical origins and context 
of regional developments in the water sphere.    

We would appreciate your comments and additions and rely on your collaboration in the future. 

Professor Viktor A.Dukhovniy
March 2018

11




