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Preface

The 2018 edition of the Water Yearbook: Central Asia and Around the Globe
continues providing a summary of key developments and events of the year. The
structure of the second edition has remained the same but some of 16 sections
have been changed based on the feedbackreceived. There are hopes to include
more pieces of analytics in future editions. We counts on our international partners
andregional experts to help with this.

The year 2018 was full of events in the region and all over the world. After a
nearly ten-year break, the Summit of the Heads of IFAS Founder-State was held on
the 24" of August in Turkmenbashi, Turkmenistan. The Presidents have addressed
important environmental, water and socio-economic issues in the Aral Sea Basin
("Xl Summit of the Heads of IFAS Founder-State”).

The May’s dust and salf storm, one of the worst in the region’s history, has faken a huge amount of
dust and salt from the dried ground, including from the dried bed of the Aral Seq, to the air and once
againreminded us on a need forincreased efforts to mitigate the Aral Sea catastrophe (“Dust and Salt
Storm”). The information about quite complicated water management situation due to low-water
conditions in 2018 and the country actions in response, as well as other key developments can be
found in “Water Management Situation in the Aral Sea Basin” and “Key Water Developments in the
Countries of Central Asia”. One may note here the formation of the Ministry of Water Management in
Uzbekistan in 2018 as renewed recognition of the importance of sustainable water resources
management in the country (see “Uzbekistan”). The activity of regional organizations in 2018 is
presentedin “IFAS and oftherregional organizationsin Central Asia™.

As part of bilateral cooperation between the statesin the region (see “Bilateral Water Cooperation
between the Statesin Central Asia”), particular attention can be paid to the state visits of the President
of Uzbekistan to Tajikistan (March 9-10), the President of Tajikistan to Uzbekistan (17-18 August) and the
President of Kyrgyzstan to Turkmenistan (August 23). Those high-level visits have got many urgent
matters and specifically thatrelated to betterwater use off the ground.

Cooperation of the CA countries with the United Nations was also intensive and fruitful in 2018. The
countries initiated four UN General Assembly resolutions on regional cooperation, water and
environment (see “General Assembly”). The International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable
Development, 2018-2028" as initiated by Tajikistan was started in March 22, 2018. Kazakhstan
successfully completed its presidency in the UN Security Council (“Security Council”) and held the
Eighth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the UNECE Water Convention on 10-12 Octoberin Astana
(see "Economic Commission for Europe”). Uzbekistan launched the UN Multi-Partner Human Security
Trust Fund for the Aral Sea Region on the 27" of November (“UN Development Program”).

The Yearbook also covers activities of international water organizations and initiatives (in similarly-
named section) and of development partners in Central Asia (“Activity of International Partners in
Central Asia™).

Section “Water Education” provides a summary of activities undertaken by higher education
institutions, professional development centers and trainings over 2018. Here, fragmentation of the
organized tfrainings and lack of structured information and access to learning materials are still very
topical.

Section “Science and Innovations” was updated with a new subsection - “Online Information
Products and Services” —about new databases, knowledge bases and information portals.

The information on all continents and major river basins can be found in “Key Water Developments
inthe World".

“Thematic Reviews” summarize major facts, events and reports on climate change (“Climate
Change”) and sustainable development goals (“Sustainable Development Goals: Tracking the
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Progress”). The progress towards SDG 6 (“Progress towards SDG 6 on Water”) and SDG 15 in part of
restoration of forests and combatting desertification (“Focus on SDG 15: Restoring Forests and
Combating Desertification”) were brought into focus. In 2018, the countries of Central Asia and the
Caucasus joined the global initiative on restoration of degraded and deforested land (the Bonn
Challenge) and Uzbekistan increased its afforestation efforts on the dried bed of the Aral Sea.
Particular attention is paid to one of major events of the past year — the signature of the Convention on
the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea during the Fifth Caspian Summit, which was held on the 12" of
Augustin Aktau (“Caspian Sea: Special Legal Status”).

As in the previous edition, the 2018 Water Yearbook is finalized by the list of key publications, risks
2019 and the calendar of events for2019.

In concluding, the authors would like to thank all individuals and organizations that contributed to
this second editioninresponse to ourrequest forinformation.

Professor Viktor A. Dukhovniy

May 2019








