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Preface

The 2019 edition of the Water Yearbook: Central Asia and around the Globe was
prepared during the pandemic and the lockdown period. Within weeks
humanity found itself in a deep isolation and even more felt the fragility and
intferdependence of this world. We have yet to assess the effects of COVID-19 on
the environment. But it is already clear that, on the one side, the nature takes
some break from anthropogenic activities but, on the other side, the pandemic-
induced economic recession most likely slow down the development of green
technologies, renewable energy as well as systemic (rather than ad hoc)
lowering of environmental load. All-round isolation elucidates the paramount
importance of online information flows that can partially fill the gap in face-to-
face contacts and spur new creative ideas and accomplishments. We hope
that the Water Yearbook willhave its contribution foo.

Let’sgo backto the past,in 2019, to those key developments and events that are highlighted in this
Yearbook.

Regional cooperation has continued to intensify in Central Asia. The President of Kazakhstan
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev paid the state visit fo Uzbekistan on 14-15 April, whereas on 26-27 July, for the
first time in history of Kyrgyz-Tgjik relations, the Presidents of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan met at the
borderline between the two states. The authorized agencies of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan negotiated
about joint construction of HPP on the Zeravshan River (“Bilateral Water Cooperation between the
Statesin Central Asia”).

Inlate 2019, the results of Turkmenistan’s three-year chairmanship in the International Fund for Saving
the Aral Sea were summarized and the chairmanship has been passed to Tajikistan. ICWC held two
meetings: 76" (April 19) in Tashkent and 77" (November 5) in Almaty. As a result of re-organization,
S.N. Gromoyv, Vice-minister of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources was assigned as the new ICWC
member from Kazakhstan. Tajikistan was represented by U.Yu. Usmonzoda, Minister of Energy and Water
Resources instead of the First Deputy Minister S.N. Rakhimzoda, who was assigned the Embassador of
Tajikistan in India. As a result of reformation of the Turkmenistan’s Ministry of Agriculture and Water
Management, A. Yazmyradov, the Chairman of the State Committee of Water Management has
become an ICWC member at the beginning of the year (“IFAS and Other Regional Organizations in
Cenftral Asia”). ICWC members and bodies strengthened their efforts for better coordination of regionall
and national bodies but this has not yet been mirrored in formal protocols of the Commission’s meetings.

From September 20 to October 20, SIC ICWC together with the International Innovation Center of
the Aral Sea Region undertook the first field expedition from two planned ones (for 2019-2020) to the
exposed bed of the Aral Sea. This expedition was a result of a whole host of expectations and
governmental decisions on continuation of the exposed seabed monitoring conducted by SIC ICWC
during 2005-2011 with the German government’s support. The current expedition was supported as
part of a UNDP project through the funds of the UN Multi-Partner Human Security Trust Fund for the Aral
Searegion. First results of the monitoring are described in “Water Management Situation in the Aral Sea
Basin”.

The information on topical water-related events all over the continents is collected in “Key Water
Developmentsin the World".

“Thematic Reviews" present the information on climate change, mountains (new subsection) and
the detailed overview of biodiversity in the world based on the most recent assessments. Subsection on
SDGs illustrates science’s contribution to achieving sustainable development. Scientists believe that
despite considerable efforts, we are not on frack to achieve the SDGs by 2030.
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Preface

As a regional thematic review, the Yearbook presents the key messages and findings of the
“Diagnostic Report on Rational Use of Water Resources in Central Asia as of 2019”. The Report was
commissioned by OECD and prepared by SIC ICWC, with contributions from leading experts from the
CA countries and the financial support from Germany. This Diagnostic Report has got positive
feedback from national and internationalinstitutions.

Section "Science and Innovations” was considerably extended by new information on the Central
Asia Expert Platform on Water Security, Sustainable Development, and Future Studies, the leading
research institutions in EECCA countries, as well as on international research institutes working on water
issues in Central Asia. The establishment of the Expert Platform seeks to put into practice a proposal of
the President of Uzbekistan Sh.M. Mirziyoyev voiced at the IFAS summitin Turkmenbashiin 2018.

In its final sections, the Yearbook contains information about key publications, Central Asia water
awards, risks in 2020 and the calendar of events for 2020.

The last but not the least the authors appreciate all contributions made to this edition of the
Yearbook in response to our request for information. Special thanks are due to the United Nations
Regional Center for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia as well as to Organization for Security and
Co-operationin Europe Project Co-ordinatorin Uzbekistan for their financial support.

Professor Viktor A. Dukhovniy








