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6.1. General Assembly

General Assembly (GA) occupies a cenfral position as the chief deliberative
organ of the United Nations. It is comprised of all Members of the United Nations,
each having one vote. Itis authorized to discuss full spectrum of issues covered by
the Charter. The UNGA convenes on Septembereachyear.

The 78" Session of the UN General Assembly themed “Rebuilding trust and
reigniting global solidarity: Accelerating action on the 2030 Agenda and its
Sustainable Development Goals towards peace, prosperity, progress and
sustainability for all” was opened under the chairmanship of Dennis Francis,
Trinidad and Tobago, in New-York on 19 September.

78™ Session

United Nations
General Assembly

The UNGA High-level week comprised seven summits that adopted four political
declarations on universal health, pandemic preparedness, fight against tuber-
culosis, and accelerating actions for achieving the SDGs.

The 2023 SDG Summit marked the beginning of a new phase of accelerated
progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (September 18-19).

Statements from Central Asia countries at the general debate
of the UNGA 78" Session

Statement by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Climate change. “...Even if we successfully limit glo-
bal temperature rise to 1.5 degrees by 2030 — which
looks increasingly unlikely — we will experience bet-
ween 2 and 2.5 degrees of temperature rise in Cen-
fral Asia. Despite the long road of the Paris Climate
Agreement, we must all remain committed to a car-
bon-free future. The climate agenda should not be
used fo infroduce measures restricting trade and
investment cooperation. Instead we must focus on
positive change, such as Climate-Positive Actions
identified by the United Nations including investing in
green jobs, ending fossil fuel subsidies, and ensuring
that all climate actions are fair, inclusive, and involve
women at alllevels.” The Head of Kazakhstan also no-
ted that without proper funding, however, ambitious
plans willremain unmet.

He proposed to launch Just Energy Transition Partner-
ship in Kazakhstan. A gradual, sustainable, and so-
cially responsible transition away from coal would be
a big bonus for global climate change goals. Kazakh-
stan’s initiative fo open the Project Office for Cenfral
Asia on Climate Change and Green Energy in Aimaty
can lead on these issues. Kazakhstan looks forward to
hosting a Regional Climate Summit in Kazakhstan in
2026 under UN auspices.

“Diplomacy and dialogue should always prevail in seeking
the resolution of international disputes. We must therefore
together exert the greatest efforts to stabilize the only system
of global institutions we have”

Security Council reform. H.E.Tokayev stressed the
need to stabilize the system of global institutions,
underlining that the world will not succeed in fackling

Water. The President underlined in his statement that
water scarcity in CA has created serious economic

these challenges without a comprehensive reform of
the Security Council. He further emphasized that “the
voices of middle Powers and all developing countries
need to be amplified and clearly heard”. Since the
Council appears unable to move beyond deadlock,
it should become more representative so other
countries, including Kazakhstan, can play a greater
role in maintaining peace and security.
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and other challenges in fransboundary river basins.
This will be replicated across the world: by 2040 global
demand for water may outstrip supply by as much as
40%. “...We must therefore combine political will and
economic resources to address this crifical global
issue simultaneous with climate action. Next year, we
will assume chairmanship of the International Fund for
Saving the Aral Sea. We will continue efforts to


https://www.un.org/en/ga/president/78/index.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/high-level-week-2023
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023

prevent further degradation of the environment and
its impact on livelihoods around what was once the
fourth largest lake on the planet. Today itis the world’s
largest lake — the Caspian Sea - that also faces
ecological challenges including shallowing, water
diversion, and the pollution of flora and fauna. Saving
the Caspian Sea must be a matter of common priority
thatrequireslong-terminternational cooperation.”

Food security and Trans-Caspian International Trans-
port Route. The President also raised the issue of global
food security. Particularly, Kazakhstan is ready to act
as a regional food supply hub. “We have all the re-
quired resources, infrastructure and logistics in place
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for these purposes. Kazakhstanis already a reliable link
for nearly 80% of overland transit fraffic between Asia
and Europe.” He also addressed the idea of Trans-
Caspian International Transport Route, the so called
“Middle Corridor”, which can significantly strengthen
East-West engagement and increase the pace of
frade between critical markets.

Statement summary:
https://gadebate.un.org/en/78/kazakhstan

Full version: https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/
gastatements/78/kz_en.pdf

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watchev=3EomtitgDfw

Statement by the President of the Kyrgyz Republic

Cooperation among the Central Asian countries.
“Strengthening relations with the countries of the re-
gion is a natural top priority for our country”, empha-
sized Kyrgyz President, noting that inrecent years “re-
gional cooperation in Central Asia has been develo-
ping consistently and in all directions.” President Zha-
parov envisions CA as a single geo-economic space,
a ‘“geopolitical intermediary” for the international
community. On the path to full regional integration, it
is necessary to resolve issues related to the legal de-
lineation of state borders. The President highlighted
that after almost 30 years of negotiations, Kyrgyzstan
and Uzbekistan signed an Agreement on the legal
delineation of the state border. "We want to live in
peace, harmony, and friendship with all our neigh-
bors”, President Zhaparov underscored.

SDGs. President Zhaparov noted in his speech that
the concluded SDG Summit once again reaffirmed

"Kyrgyzstan supports the UN as the only universal,
intergovernmental, international Organization mandated by all
Member States to find solutions to the challenges that
constantly arise”

the importance of unwavering commitment to sus-
tainable development, identifying challenges in their
implementation, and outlining specific commitments

by states. “We are halfway to 2030, the deadline for
reaching Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Kyrgyzstan, in its pursuit of achieving SDGs currently
ranks 45" out of 166 UN Member States. We aim to be
among the top 30 countries in reaching SDGs by
2030. The international community must breathe new
life intfo these goals and strengthen solidarity in their
attainment. It's important that we don't get lost in
numbers, schedules, diagrams, and other 'economic
infricacies, because the essence and core of the 17
Goals are about people themselves.”

Financing climate actions. As President Zhaparov
said, the level of annual funding announced in 2015
under the Paris Agreement is no longer sufficient
tfoday and should be increased. "Another problemis
that most climate finance is provided to low and
middle-income countries in the form of loans”, he
noted and informed that he addressed partners with
arequest to exchange external debt for environmen-
tal projects but received no reaction from many of
the developed countries. “Government of Germany
was the only country that wrote off 15 million euros of
debt”, added Kyrgyzstan'sleader.
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Glaciers. “Inlight of global climate change, mountai-
nous regions have been particularly vulnerable.
In Kyrgyzstan, mountains occupy about 94% of the
territory. Mountain glaciers are an integral part of the
Earth’s cryosphere, influencing not only the climate of
our planet but also providing a habitat for flora and
fauna and supplying water to people. Climate chan-
ge in Central Asia has led to intensive melting of gla-
ciers. If earlier it was predicted that by 2050 the area
of glaciers in Kyrgyzstan would be reduced by half,
and by 2100 they could disappear altogether, now
there is reason to believe that this will happen much
faster. Thisleads to aggravation of problems through-
out the region: such as lack of water for drinking and
agriculture, land degradation, and a threat to food
security”, President Zhaparov warned calling the
infernational community to unite efforts to overcome
these and other challenges.

“"As you may know, in 2022, at the initiative of our
country and the Iltalian Republic, the United Nations


https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/78/kz_en.pdf
https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/78/kz_en.pdf
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General Assembly unanimously adopted the resolu-
fion on 'Sustainable Mountain Development' co-
sponsored by 110 Member States. This document de-
clared the years from 2023-2027 as Five Years of
Action for the Development of Mountain Regions.”
"A national 'Roadmap’ for the implementation of the
'Five-Year Period of Action for the Development of
Mountain Regions for 2023-2027' has been
developed, which will be adopted shortly. The
'‘Roadmap'includes measures at the global, regional,
and national levels, including within the framework of
existing and prospective projects and measures
related to the Sustainable Development Goals. As
the concluding stage of the “Five-Year Action”, we

plan to host the Second Global Mountain Summit
“Bishkek+25", in Kyrgyzstan in 2027, 25 years after the
First Summit”, announced Kyrgyz President and invi-
ted everyone “to actively participate and make con-
crete commitments to preserve mountain ecosys-
tems.”

Statement summary:
https://gadebate.un.org/en/78/kyrgyzstan

Full statement: https://mfa.gov.kg/ru/osnovnoe-menyu/
press-sluzhba/novosti/prezident-sadyr-zhaparov-vystupil-
na-78-y-sessii-generalnoy-assamblei-oon

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watchev=14SQY8VjXhg

Statement by the President of the Republic of Tajikistan

“Tajikistan is considered one of the world's most vulnerable
countries to climate change's impact”

Climate-related disasters. Most of his speech, Presi-
dent Rahmon dedicated to climate change issues.
Tajikistan actively supports UN mitigation programs
and puts forward its own inifiativesin this area.

With more than 13,000 glaciers, 60 per cent of water
resources in Cenfral Asia emanate from Tajikistan.
Nevertheless, more than 1,000 glaciers have melted —
this will have significant implications for the food
security, water availability and ecosystems of the
region and beyond, he warned. “The intense melting
of glaciers as the primary source of freshwater re-
quires the adoption of concrete measures, including
research, data collection and processing, and
enhanced infernational cooperation. | express my
gratitude to all Member States for their cooperationin
adopting the UNGA Resolution 77/158 from Decem-
ber 14, 2022 on International Year of Glaciers’ Preser-
vation, 2025. | invite allinterested parties to join efforts
to ensure the targeted implementation of this Re-
solution. We stand ready to work with the interna-
fional community within the newly created Group of
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Friends of Glaciers and beyond to implement the
mandates of the Resolution. Tgjikistan is convinced
that thisinitiative will give a powerfulimpetus to a new
global movement to take necessary collective ac-
fion and to protect glaciers from intense melting.
| would also like to highlight the successful outcomes
of the United Nations Conference on the Midterm
Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Decade for Action,
“Water for Sustainable Development’, 2018-2028".
He noted that Dushanbe will host the Third High-Level
Conference on the Implementation of the Decade
of Action “"Water for Sustainable Development” in
2024 and the International Conference on Glaciers’
Preservation in 2025. “We expect the international
community to take an active part in these important
international events. As a proactive and champion
country in the global water and climate agenda,
Tajikistan will continue to strive to promote coopera-
tion between countries and organizations”, stated
EmomaliRahmon.

Regional solidarity. The Tajik leader noted successful
cooperation among the countries in the region that
creates favorable conditions for addressing current
challenges, promoting peace andresponding effec-
tively to emergencies. In this context, he also noted a
difficult political and economic situation in Afgha-
nistan thatis affecting the region as a whole. Emomaili
Rahmon stated that Tajikistan created conditions to
confinue providing humanitarian assistance and its
infrastructure to support the Afghan people and
appealed to the international community toincrease
the volume of humanitarian aid tfo the suffering
people of Afghanistan.

Statement summary:
https://gadebate.un.org/en/78/tqjikistan

Full version:
https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/
78/t_en_0.pdf

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=z6R0r8YtwPE


https://mfa.gov.kg/ru/osnovnoe-menyu/press-sluzhba/novosti/prezident-sadyr-zhaparov-vystupil-na-78-y-sessii-generalnoy-assamblei-oon
https://mfa.gov.kg/ru/osnovnoe-menyu/press-sluzhba/novosti/prezident-sadyr-zhaparov-vystupil-na-78-y-sessii-generalnoy-assamblei-oon
https://mfa.gov.kg/ru/osnovnoe-menyu/press-sluzhba/novosti/prezident-sadyr-zhaparov-vystupil-na-78-y-sessii-generalnoy-assamblei-oon
https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/78/tj_en_0.pdf
https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/78/tj_en_0.pdf
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Statement by the President of Turkmenistan

UN’s role. The President of Turkmenistan proposed to
start discussing the possibilities of preparing a Global
Security Strategy based on the principles of the UN
Charter and universally recognized norms of interna-
fional law and reflecting the presence of recently
emerged newrisk factors.

Climate change. “Turkmenistan considers that the
solution of urgent climate and environmental prob-
lems willbe among the key areas of UN activity for the
coming years, especially the issues related to global
methane commitments. | must say that after joining
the Paris Climate Agreement in 2017, a number of
relevant national programs were adopted in our
country to reduce and eliminate the negative im-
pact of methane emissions. First and foremost, we are
talking about a step-by-step transition to modern,
climate-friendly, and resource-saving technologies,

especially in the fields of energy, industry, and trans- “_.itis fime for the UN to pay more attention to ecological
port.” “As an important step in adopting a strategic problems in Central Asia. There is a need for proactive
approach to environmental problemsin Central Asia, consideration of implementing concrete measures to create
Turkmenistan proposes to establish a specialized an all-inclusive environmental strategy for our region ..."

agency, the Regional Center for Climate Change
Technologies in Central Asia, which will work on
climate issues in a substantive and systematic way.

We are ready to provide the organizational and pian Ecology Initiative in close cooperation with the
technical conditions for the functioning of such a UN. It “could become an infernational platform for
Centerin Ashgabat, the capital of Turkmenistan.” productive and professional inferaction on a wide

range of issues related fo the protection of the Cas-
Caspian ecology initiative. President Berdimuhame- pian Sea and its biologicalresources.”

dov recalled the confirmation by all participants of
the Sixth Caspian Summit in Turkmenistan last summer
of theirreadiness for close cooperation on ecological
issues. "l believe that this creates good opportunities

Statement summary:
https://gadebate.un.org/en/78/turkmenistan

Full version: https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/

for the start of a broadbased and systemic interac- gastatements/78/tm_en.pdf
tion of coastal countries with the UN”, stated Serdar
Berdimuhamedov, proposing to establish the Cas- Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=PwmCej4GIxA

Statement by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Unity of international community. On the background
of numerous crises that the world currently faces, the
Uzbek leader called on countries to unite their efforts
bearing in mind that common interests should be pla-
ced above existing conflicts. He recalled the Samar-
kand Solidarity Initiative aimed at common security
and development. “Our main goal is fo comprehen-
sively understand the responsibility for the present and
future of our countries and peoples and to engage in
a global dialogue of all parties that are ready for open
and constfructive cooperation.”

Climate change. "Currently, the world is facing a criti-
cal environmental situation. The triple planetary crisis
— crises of the climate change, the loss of biodiversity
and the environmental contamination are worse-
ning. In such challenging conditions, while Central
Asia continues to grapple with the Aral Sea tragedy,
the region is becoming one of the most vulnerable
parts of the world in the face of climate change. Uz- "...tfransforming Central Asia info a peaceful and prosperous

bekistan is doing its best to mitigate the consequen- region will remain a priority goal of Uzbekistan's foreign policy”
ces of the Aral Sea tragedy, which remains a global
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problem. Inrecent years, 1.7 million hectares of green
areas with drought tolerant plants had been created
onthe dried up bed of the Aral Sea. The support of the
international community is essential for us to continue
these efforts.”

Over the next thirty years, the air temperature in the
region hasincreased by one and a half degrees. If this
tendency confinues, the flow of the two majorriversin
the region — Amu Darya and Syr Darya — may de-
crease by 15% in the next twenty years. It is expected
that per capita water supply will decrease by 25%
and agricultural yields — by 40%, warned President
Mirziyoyev. "Given this context, we support the
establishment of the position of the Special Represen-
tative of the UN Secretary General for Water Resour-
ces. We are in favor of attracting and infroducing the

state-of-art technologies in the process of establi-
shing a Water Saving Technologies Platform in
Central Asia, using the UN-Water mechanism. We are
building up a systematic cooperation as part of the
Green Development Program adopted by the coun-
fies of the region. Such a partnership completely
meets our inferest and is aimed at preventing threats
related to climate change. In this context, | believe
that the infroduction of the Cenftral Asian Climate
Dialogue would be expedient.”

Statement summary:
https://gadebate.un.org/en/78/uzbekistan

Full version: https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/
gastatements/78/uz_en.pdf

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watchev=E2y9Ks3SIVM

Selected Resolutions on Water, Environment
and Development Adopted by the UNGA 78" Session:

Disaster risk reduction (A/78/152); Protection of global
climate for present and future generations of human-
kind (A/78/153); United Nations Decade on Comba-
ting Sand and Dust Storms, (2025-2034) (A/RES/78/314);
Combating sand and dust storms (A/78/158); Sustain-
able, safe and universal water, sanitation, hygiene,
waste and electricity services in health-care facilities
(A/RES/78/130); Agreement under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservao-
fion and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity
of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (A/78/272); The
human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation
(A/RES/78/206); Eradicating rural poverty to implement
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(A/78/165); Science, technology and innovation for
sustainable development (A/RES/78/160); Implemen-
tation of the United Nations Convention to Combat

Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa
(A/78/154); Agriculture development, food security
and nutrition (A/RES/78/168); Implementation of the
Convention on Biological Diversity and its contribution
to sustainable development (A/RES/78/155); Central
Asia facing environmental challenges: fostering regio-
nal solidarity for sustainable development and prospe-
rity (A/RES/78/147); Agricultural fechnology for sustain-
able development (A/RES/78/144); Sustainable deve-
lopment: International cooperation and coordination
for the human and ecological rehabilitation and eco-
nomic development of the Semipalatinsk region of Ka-
zakhstan (A/RES/78/142); Information and communi-
cations technologies for sustainable development
(A/RES/78/132).

2023 Conference on the Midterm Comprehensive Review
of the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Decade
for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028

NEW YORK
22-24

&, N—

Sel S 2023 WATER
'X‘ CONFERENCE il

UNGA by its resolution (A/RES/73/226) decided to
convene, in New York, from 22 to 24 March 2023,
coinciding with World Water Day, the United Nations
Conference on the Midterm Comprehensive Review
of the Implementation of the Objectives of the Inter-
national Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable
Development”, 2018-2028.

226

UN Water Conference 2023 is a second over almost 50
years™ water conference organized by the UN to
catalyze joint and concerted actions to tackle global
water challenges and accelerate progress on SDG6
(Ensure availability and sustainable management of

water and sanitation for all).

The Conference, co-hosted by the Governments of
Tajikistan and the Netherlands, featured plenary mee-
fings, a number of high-level special events, interac-
five dialogues, and over 500 side events. The Confe-
rence brought together around 10,000 participants —
heads of state and government, official UN member
country delegations, representatives of 100 regional
and international organizations, civil society, business

the first UN water conference took place in Mar del Plata, Argentina in 1977


https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/78/uz_en.pdf
https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/78/uz_en.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/418/08/pdf/n2341808.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/418/02/pdf/n2341802.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/203/82/pdf/n2420382.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/417/65/pdf/n2341765.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/416/63/pdf/n2341663.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/117/55/pdf/n2411755.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/423/10/pdf/n2342310.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/416/99/pdf/n2341699.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/417/42/pdf/n2341742.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/417/90/pdf/n2341790.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/416/81/pdf/n2341681.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/417/83/pdf/n2341783.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/418/81/pdf/n2341881.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/419/19/pdf/n2341919.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/419/87/pdf/n2341987.pdf
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F78%2F132&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n18/460/07/pdf/n1846007.pdf

leaders, youth, academia, and stakeholders from a
number of sectors. Central Asia was represented by
delegation from all five countries.

The conference concluded with generation of over
700 commitments by governments and stakeholders
towards accelerating progress for the second half of
the International Decade for Action and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, including the

6.2. Security Council

The Security Council (SC) has primarily responsibility for
the maintenance of international peace and security;
all UN members are obliged to follow ifs decisions.
Ilthas 15 members, including 5 permanent members
with veto power (Great Britain, China, Russia, USA,
France) and 10 non-permanent, elected by the
UNGA for two-year terms of five countries each year.

UNSC activity in 2023 on energy, climate
and natural resources

SC organized: (1) ministerial-level Arria-formula mee-
fing on "“Protection of civilians: Achieving a befter
protection of water-related essential services and
infrastructure for the civilian population during armed
conflicts”. The meeting also explored how addressing
the adverse effects of climate change can help to
inform measures to protect water services and rela-
ted infrastructure (March 22); (2) open debate on
sea-level rise and its implications for international

6.3. Secretariat

The Secretariat is one of the main organs of UN. Af the
head of the United Nations Secretariat is the Sec-
retary-General, appointed by GA upon recommen-
dation of UNSC for a 5-year term. Since January 2022,
Antonio Guterres (Portugal) has been serving as the
Secretary-General.

Eachyear, the Secretary-Generalreports on the work
of the Organization, including priority areas of the
UN'’s activity and future plans. 2023 Report highlights
the work in the following key area: (1) sustainable de-
velopment (United Nations country teams led by
resident coordinators work in 162 countries and terri-
tories to help fo implement the 2030 Agenda); (2)
peace and security (deployed 53 peacekeeping
operations, special political missions, and support
offices fo prevent conflict and support peace buil-
ding); (3) developmentin Africa (helping 54 countries
to leapfrog development challenges and catalyze a
sustainable and equitable recovery from COVID-19
and the impact of cascading crises); (4) humanrights
(facilitated assistance for 47,000 victims of torture and
13,000+ victims of contemporary forms of slavery); (5)
humanitarian assistance (helped to mobilize arecord
$30B to assist 216M people across 69 countries and
territories); (6) justice and international law (as of

Section 6. United Nations and its Specialized Agencies
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appointment of a Special Envoy on Water and a new
polificalmomentum to achieve SDGé.

The CA countries have made a joint statement, by
which they committed to further strengthening regio-
nal cooperation fo achieve sustainable development
and made a number of obligations at regional and
nationallevels.

Conference web-site: sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023

5 permanent members 10 non-permanent members
Veto Power with two-year terms

B China
M France
M Russia
M UK
M UsA

Western European and Others Group W

‘ ' .- Eastern Europe W
Py >

py Q N
;@% p
i

peace and security (February 13) and on climate
change, peace and security under the “Threats to
international peace and security” agenda item
(June 13).

M
6 ]

Source: https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/energy-
climate-and-natural-resources/

£E& The women and men of the United Nations
are determined in our efforts to address today's
cascading crises and set humanity on a new path
to peace, stability and prosperity. 59



https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
http://sic.icwc-aral.uz/releases/eng/395.htm
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2023/03/arria-formula-meeting-protection-of-water-related-essential-services-and-infrastructure-during-armed-conflict.php
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2023/02/open-debate-on-sea-level-rise-and-its-implications-for-international-peace-and-security.php
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2023/06/climate-change-peace-and-security-open-debate.php
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/energy-climate-and-natural-resources/
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/energy-climate-and-natural-resources/
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_annual_report_2023_en_0.pdf
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2023, 643 multilateral treaties addressing matters of
worldwide interest are deposited with the Secretary-
General); (7) disarmament (channeled funds to 112
arms-control-related projects benefiting 147 Member
States); (8) drugs, crime and terrorism (assisted 29

6.4. UN Development Program (UNDP)

The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) is the UN's global development network that
promotes positive change and gives countries access to the knowledge, experience and resour-

cesthathelpimprove people'slives.

It operatesin 177 countries and territories.

Member States in drafting or revising firearms legislo-
fion and supported 60 countries in countering and
preventing cybercrime).

Source: UN

UNDP activities in the Central Asian countries in 2023

UNDP in Kazakhstan

UNDP actively assists Kazakhstan in fulfilling its Paris
Agreement commitments. This includes expanding
green economy, introducing innovative farming tech-
niques, strengthening disaster response systems and
financing clean technologies.

Nature, land resources and ecosystem management.
Continued: (1) Sustainable food systems and impro-
ved ecosystem services (2021-2026) aimed to frigger
wide-scale adoption of efficient land management
technologies and promote green value chains to
reduce degradation of productive agricultural land
and associated high value ecosystems in Northern
Kazakhstan Landscape; (2) Reinfroducing turan figer
(2021-2025); (3) Sustainable forest management, the
goal of which is fo preserve and sustainably manage
the key globally important ecosystems for multiple
benefits (2018-2024).

Energy and climate change. Continued: (1) Low-
carbon urban development in Kazakhstan (2015-

UNDP in Kyrgyzstan

UNDP helps Kyrgyzstan achieve its national priorities,
including in the area of green growth, access to
green financing, management and fighting of cli-
mate change. In 2023, UNDP Kyrgyzstan implemen-
ted project portfolio for $20.8 million.

Climate change, environment and energy. Ongoing
projects: (1) Partnership of Action for Green Economy
(2017-2024), aimed fo assist Kyrgyzstan to tfransfer to
green economy; (2) Strengthening climate resilience
of the Batken Province of the Kyrgyz Republic through
infroduction of climate smart irrigation and mudflow
protection measures (2019-2023); (3) Climate
change and resilience in Central Asia (Fergana Val-
ley, 2021-2024) — completed assessments of climate
risks, vulnerabilities and mapped climate hotspots;
developed early warning for four selected pilot com-
munitiesin three provinces of the Fergana Valley con-
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2024); (2) Financial support programs for entrepre-
neurs implementing energy efficiency and renew-
able energy projects; (3) Attracting investors in the
field of energy efficiency (2021-2026) to advance
energy efficiency of buildings, infrastructure, and
otherfacilitiesin Kazakhstan.

Completed projects: (1) Just Transition — green biofuel
to benefit women in rural areas of Kazakhstan (2022-
2023), a pilot project on alternative fuel infroduction;
(2) Leveraging Nationally Determined Confributions
(NDCs) to achieve net-zero emissions and climate-
resilient development, in response fo the climate
emergency (2022-2023) aimed aft intfroducing new
climate smart technologies that can be scaled up on
most of the farms, in the field of renewable energy,
digitalization for water use, and proper drought
control for small- and medium-size agriculture enter-
prises.

Source: open.undp.org/projects

sidered as highly vulnerable to climate change; (4)
Advancing development of a National Adaptation
Plan (NAP) process for medium and long-tferm adap-
fation planning and implementationin the Kyrgyz Re-
public (GCF/UNDP, 2021-2024), which prepares sec-
toral adaptation plans in addition to the natfional
plan and developed climate-related statistics, inclu-
ding 95 specificindicators.

The Project “Conservation of globally important bio-
diversity and associated land and forest resources of
Western Tian Shan mountain forest ecosystems to
support sustainable livelihoods” (since 2017) was
completed in 2023. Three field studies were conduc-
ted fo assess the region’s biodiversity and ecological
corridors and buffer zones were mapped, and snow
leopard population was quantified. Based on this, an
ecological corridor spanning over é4 thousand ha
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and a buffer zone exceeding 25 thousand ha were
established in Western Tien Shan.

SDG. Completed projects: (1) National SDG Accele-
ration Support Platform (2018-2023) — an anchor point
for advancing SDG integrated approaches, to bring
together work-streams for fransformation impact; (2)
UN Joint SDG Fund, Reinforce the SDG Financing

UNDP in Tajikistan

UNDP within the framework of its Country Programme
for Tajikistan, 2023-2026 renders assistance to achieve:
(1) sustainable, inclusive, and green economic
growth; (2) infegrated management of climate
and environmental risk and (3) people-centred go-
vernance and rule of law. In 2023, UNDP's project
portfolioin Tajikistan totaled $23.6 million.

Natural resource management. Continued: (1)
Improvement of Water Resources Management in
Khatlon Region (2022-2024) aimed to improve liveli-
hoods, water supply and sanitation, irrigation and
drainage systems of rural communities in Khatflon
region; (2) Technical support to Tajikistan Water Sec-
tor Reform (2022-2024) to achieve an efficiently plan-
ned, developed and managed water sector; (3) An
integrated landscape approach to enhancing the
climate resilience of small-scale farmers and pastora-
lists in Tajikistan (2019-2025) aimed to intfroduce an
integrated approach to landscape management to
develop the climate resilience of rural communitiesin

Tajikistan.

UNDP in Turkmenistan

The focus areas of UNDP’s work in Turkmenistan in-
clude assistance to better governance and inclusive
economic growth, greater country resilience and
adaptation to adverse effects of climate change.
In 2023, UNDP's project portfolio in Turkmenistan in-
cluded 27 projects.

Climate change and environmental protection. Con-
finued: (1) Conservation and sustainable manage-
ment of land resources and high nature value eco-
systems in the Aral Sea Basin for multiple benefits
(2021-2026), during which awareness raising and
knowledge building activities were conducted to
address capacity gaps of key stakeholders, the
needs of local population and farmers around the
buffer zones were determined, the list of biodiversity
indicator species and their population status was
confirmed, recommendations on sustainable pas-
ture management options were drafted, etc.; (2)
Developing a National Adaptation Planning process
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implementation of the SDGs
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Architecture (2020-2023), aimed to creatfe an Integ-
rated National Financing Framework (INFF), with the
ambition to improve the efficiency, effectiveness,
and fransparency in the use of public funds and
governance of private finance to support the imple-
mentation of Kyrgyzstan's National Development.

Source: undp.org/kyrgyzstan; open.undp.org/projects

Climate change and energy. Continued: (1) Green
Energy SME Development Project (2018-2024), the
strategic objective is to facilitate the transformation
of Tajikistan's energy sector, in particular the emer-
gence of independent energy entrepreneurs. Draft
"Concept for the development of the energy sector
(RES)" was elaborated and coordinated with the
Government of the Republic of Tagjikistan, 543 solar,
wind and BESS stations of generating capacity of
6,721 kW were installed; (2) Enabling an Effective Na-
tional Adaptation Plan (NAP) in Tajikistan (2020-2023),
the main goal of which is to establish the institufional
arrangements and human/institutional capacities to
develop and execute National Adaptation Plans to
implement Tajikistan’s National Climate Change
Adaptation Strategy; (3) Leveraging Nationally De-
termined Contributions to achieve net-zero emis-
sions and climate-resilient development, in response
to the climate emergency (2022-2023) aimed at
strengthening community resilience to climate-
induced disasters through nature-based solutions.

Source: open.undp.org/projects

in Turkmenistan (2021-2024) - series of workshops on
infegration of adaptation fo climate change in water
use planning was held; (3) Sustainable Cities in Turk-
menistan: Infegrated Green Urban Development in
Ashgabat and Awaza (2017-2024) — a work meeting
was held with representatives of ministries and
agencies in Turkmenistan to discuss key area of
‘green’ consfruction and sustainable urban deve-
lopmentinthe country.

11227

SDG. The Project “Partnering for SDG acceleration
was launched in 2018. In 2024 it is planned to launch
the third phase of the Project, whichis to confribute fo
sustainable development by strengthening the
capacity of the Ministry of Finance and Economy of
Turkmenistan as the responsible body for coordina-
fing activities for the implementation in Turkmenistan
of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Source: www.tm.undp.org and open.undp.org/projects

a joint platform for coordinating the work of the relevant ministries and departments of Turkmenistan and UN agencies in the
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UNDP in Uzbekistan

The focus areas of UNDP activities in Uzbekistan are
strongly aligned with the National Development Stro-
tegy of Uzbekistan (2022-2026) and include program-
mes to promote effective democrafic governance,
achieve inclusive and sustainable growth, sustain a
clean environment, take action for the climate, and
advocate forequality between men and women.

Land and ecosystem management and sustainable
development. Continued: (1) Sustainable Rural De-
velopment (2022-2025) to create favorable living
conditions for rural residents and ensure their access
to basic infrastructure, socio-economic services inclu-
ding access to health and education; (2) Climate
resilient livelihoods of horticultural producers in Fer-
gana Valley in Uzbekistan (2022-2023); (3) Conserva-
fion and sustainable management of lakes, wetlands,
and riparian corridors as pillars of a resilient and land
degradation neutral Aral basin landscape supporting
sustainable livelihoods (2022-2026); (4) Facilitation
and Support with Effective Implementation of the
Intfegrated Roadmap for the Sustainable Develop-
ment of the AralSearegion (2022-2024).

The Project "Assisted afforestation for the vulnerable
terrains” (2022-2023) was completed. 100 ha in Termez
city and three districts in Surkhandarya province were
planted with erosion control forest-forming species.

Climate change. Continued: (1) Promoting green
urban development in Tashkent city through accele-

rafing investments in low emission infrastructure
(2021-2027); (2) Supporting an inclusive fransition fo a
“green” economy in the Agri-food sector and deve-
lopment of a “climate-smart” Uzbek Agriculture
Knowledge and Innovation System (UAKIS) (2021-
2025); (3) Enhancing Multi-Hazard Early Warning
System to increase resilience of Uzbekistan communi-
fiesto climate change-induced hazards (2021-2028).

The Project “Supporting Self-Reliance through Cli-
mate Resilient Agriculture in the Aral Sea Region” was
launched in 2023. This project, which will last fo 2025,
aims at increasing self-reliance of people in the tar-
geted communities by infroducing climate resilient
agricultural practices and socialinfrastructure.

SDG. The project “Financing for sustainable develop-
ment” (2020-2023) has been completed. The Project
was aimed to enhance dialogue, coordination,
national capacities and policy measures aimed at
facilitation of effective financing strategy for the
achievement of national SDGsin Uzbekistan.

In 2023, UNDP supported™ the Government of
Uzbekistan to mobilize private investment in its green
bond issuance of $350 million on the London Stock
Exchange. Proceeds will be used to finance envi-
ronmental, fransportation and sanitationinitiatives.

Source: www.uz.undp.org and open.undp.org/projects

The UN Multi-Partner Human Security Trust Fund (MPHSTF)

for the Aral Sea region

On 27 November 2018, the UN Headquarters in New
York hosted a High-Level Event on the launch of the UN
Multi-Partner Human Security Trust Fund for the Aral
Sea Region in Uzbekistan (MPHSTF). In 2023, the United
Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding between the UN par-
ficipating organization and the UNDP Multi-Partner
Trust Fund Office on January 27.

As part of its International Climate Initiative (KKl), the
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany con-
tfributed €700,000 to MPHSTF to specifically support
reducing stress on local communities caused by the
deteriorating environmental situation.

At COP28, MPHSTF jointly with partners organized a
side event titled “Showcasing the Aral Sea Restoration
Activities for a Climate-Resilient Future”. The event un-
derscored the urgency of collective actionin confron-
ting environmental catastrophes, emphasizing the role
of such initiatives in fostering resilient development
(Dubai, UAE, December?).
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Completed projects: (1) Unleashing young people’s
and vulnerable citizens' creativity and innovation by
strengthening their adaptive capacity to address the
economic and food insecurities in the exposed
communities of the Aral Sea region (2021-2023); (2)
Towards universal health coverage and security in
Karakalpakstan (2021-2023).

Two additional joint programs were financed for a
total amount of $4.4 million. These are aimed to pro-
mote green and innovative community by empowe-
ring rural youth and women and to creatfe climate
resilient people-centered primary health care system:
(1) Empowering youth towards a brighter future
through green and innovative development of the
Aral Searegion; (2) Laying the foundations for people-
centered, climate resilient primary health care and
water, sanitation and hygiene practices at healthcare
facilities and schools in Karakalpakstan. Over 241,000
people and 5,000 school children are being benefited
from access to climate resilient WASH services and
healthy practices by the end of the project.

Source: www.aral.mptf.uz

UNDP supported the development of the SDG bond framewaork for the issuance and the identification of eligible green projects
and strengthened capacities to support reporting on use of the proceeds


https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/sustainable-rural-development
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/sustainable-rural-development
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/climate-resilient-livelihoods-horticultural-producers-fergana-valley-uzbekistan
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/climate-resilient-livelihoods-horticultural-producers-fergana-valley-uzbekistan
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/climate-resilient-livelihoods-horticultural-producers-fergana-valley-uzbekistan
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/press-releases/engaging-general-public-conservation-wetlands-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/press-releases/engaging-general-public-conservation-wetlands-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/press-releases/engaging-general-public-conservation-wetlands-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/integrated-roadmap-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/integrated-roadmap-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/integrated-roadmap-aral-sea-region
https://open.undp.org/projects/00145541
https://open.undp.org/projects/00145541
https://open.undp.org/projects/00120488
https://open.undp.org/projects/00120488
https://open.undp.org/projects/00120488
https://open.undp.org/projects/00129151
https://open.undp.org/projects/00129151
https://open.undp.org/projects/00129151
https://open.undp.org/projects/00120487
https://open.undp.org/projects/00120487
https://open.undp.org/projects/00120487
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/supporting-self-reliance-through-climate-resilient-agriculture-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/supporting-self-reliance-through-climate-resilient-agriculture-aral-sea-region
https://open.undp.org/projects/00123055
https://open.undp.org/projects/00123055
https://annualreport.undp.org/assets/Annual-Report-2023.pdf
https://annualreport.undp.org/assets/Annual-Report-2023.pdf
https://open.undp.org/projects
https://mptf.undp.org/news/united-nations-office-project-services-joins-aral-sea-trust-fund
https://mptf.undp.org/news/strategic-climate-initiatives-aral-sea-trust-fund-highlights-key-achievements-cop-28
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/completed-unleashing-young-peoples-creativity-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/completed-unleashing-young-peoples-creativity-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/completed-unleashing-young-peoples-creativity-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/empowering-youth-towards-brighter-future-through-green-and-innovative-development-aral-sea-region
https://www.undp.org/uzbekistan/projects/empowering-youth-towards-brighter-future-through-green-and-innovative-development-aral-sea-region

6.5. UN-Water

In 2003, the UN System Chief Executives Board for
Coordination established the inter-agency coordina-
fion mechanism UN-Water. It coordinates the efforts
of UN entities and international organizations working
on water and sanitation issues. Over 30 UN organizo-
tions carry out water and sanitation programs.

Activitiesin 2023

The UN-Water Integrated Monitoring Inifiative for
SDG 6 entered its third phase, with successful comple-
fion of the sufficient and credible data compilation
campaign 2023 and setting priorities for increased
efforts and investments to ensure global coverage.

The consultation webinars for promoting gender con-
textualization of the SDG 6 global indicators were
held (November 14-16).

Section 6. United Nations and its Specialized Agencies

UN ATER

The following publications have been launched: (1)
Blueprint for Acceleration: Sustainable Development
Goal é Synthesis Report on Water and Sanitation
2023, which provides a “blueprint” to accelerate
progress on water and sanitation (May 26); (2) UN
World Water Development Report™ 2023 “Partner-
ships and cooperation for water” describing how buil-
ding partnerships and enhancing cooperation
across all dimensions of sustainable development are
essential to accelerating progress towards SDG 6 and
realizing the humanrights fo water and sanitation.

Source: www.unwater.org

6.6. UN Economic Commission for Europe

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE) is one of five regional commissions of the
United Nations set up in 1947. Its main scope of work
includes environment, fransport, statistics, sustainable
energy, trade, wood products and forests, housing
and land use, population and economic cooperation
and integration.

UNECE Water Convention and its Protocol on Water and Health
and the Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents

UNECE is hosting the Secretariat of the Convention on
the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercour-
ses and Infernational Lakes (Water Convention) and is
providing the secretariat for the Protocol on Water
and Health together with WHO/Europe (Protocol).
In 2023, the Water Convention was working on imple-
mentation of its Program of Work for the period 2022-
2024 and the Protocol was implementing decisions of
its sixth session of the Meeting of the Parties (Geneva,
16-18 November 2022). In 2023 Kazakhstan was a Vice-
Chair of the Bureau of the Water Convention. On De-
cember 26, 2023, Uzbekistan became the first Central
Asian country fo join the Protocol on Water and Health
as afull Party.

UNECE is hosting the Secretariat of the Convention on
the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents as
well. The Convention aims at profecting human
beings and the environment against industrial acci-
dents by preventing such accidents as far as possible,
by reducing their frequency and severity and by
mitigating their effects. On issues related to the pre-
vention of accidental water pollution, the Water and
Industrial Accidents Conventions work closely tfoge-

ther, including through their Joint Expert Group on
Water and Industrial Accidents and in the implemen-
fation of capacity-building projects and activities,
e.g. in the Syr Darya River Basin (see further informa-
fion on the joint study below).

Eventsin 2023

Under the Water Convention and the Protocol on
Water and Health, as well as the Convention on the
Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents, UNECE
organized: (1) Regional workshop on monitoring,
assessment and information sharing in transboundary
basins in Central Asia (February 1-2); (2) 7" meeting of
the Global network of basins working on climate
change adaptation (May 25-26); (3) 18" meeting of
the Working Group on Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM) (June 19-21); (4) Training work-
shop "From practitioner to practitioner: how to use the
two global Water Conventions to promote co-
operation on the ground (July 3-4); (5) Global work-
shop on conjunctive management of surface water
and groundwater: national to fransboundary level
(October 16-17);(6) 18" meeting of the Working Group

* prepared by the UNESCO World Water Assessment Program on behalf of UN-Water
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on monitoring and assessment (October 17-18);(7)
Global workshop on the development of fransboun-
dary water cooperation agreements or other
arrangements (November 7-8); (8) Strategic round-
table on increasing resilience to climate change in
the water and sanitation sector under UNECE-WHO/
Europe Protocol on Water and Health (November
13-14); (9) 13" meeting of the Task Force on target-
setting and reporting under the Protocol on Water
and Health (November 14); (10) Global workshop on
funding and financing transboundary water coope-
rafion and basin development (December 5-6); (11)
8" meeting of the Task Force on the water-food-
energy-ecosystems nexus (December 7-8); (12) 2™ In-
ter-institutional Working Group on mine tailings safety

and the prevention of accidental water pollution
(IWG) meeting (Astana, Kazakhstan, March 15); (13)
2" IWG meeting (Dushanbe, Tajikistan, April 4); (14)
Inception meeting on the establishment of the Inter-
Institutional Working Group on Tailings Safety and Pre-
vention of Accidental Water Pollution (IIWG) in Uzbe-
kistan (April 27); (15) Sub-regional workshop on streng-
thening mine tailings safety and the prevention of
accidentalwater pollutionin Cenfral Asia (Dushanbe,
Tajikistan, May 25-26);

Details: https://unece.org/info/events/unece-meetings-
and-events/environmental-policy/water-convention;
https://unece.org/info/events/unece-meetings-and-
events/industrial-accidents

UNECE Activities in Central Asia in 2023

Transboundary cooperation. In 2023, UNECE con-
finued fo support the Chu-Talas Commission and was
in close contact with UNDP regarding the process of
SAP approval that resulted in signing of the joint
statement on SAP by the Co-Chairs of the Chu-Talas
Commission at its 32™ meeting on December 22.

Results of past projects are available on:
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/areas-work-
convention/tfransboundary-cooperation-chu-and-talas-
river-basin and in the brochure
https://unece.org/DAM/env/water/Chu-
Talas/RUS_ClimateProofingChuTalas_web_10Dec2018.pdf

National Policy Dialogues on Water (NPDs). Since 2019,
the NPD process in Central Asian countries has been
supported through a regional NPD project, implemen-
ted by UNECE in cooperation with OECD, as part of
the WECOOP programme which supports the EU-Cen-
tral Asia Working Group on Environment and Climate
Change (WGECC).

NPD in Kyrgyzstan. The 18" Steering Committee Mee-
ting of the National Policy Dialogue on IWRM in Kyr-
gyzstan was held in Bishkek and online on February 3.
One of the key points for the discussion was on the
developments of the National Water Strategy and
Water Code, on the economic and financial instru-
ments, donors coordination.

NPD in Tajikistan. The 16" Steering Committee mee-
ting of the National Policy Dialogue was held in
Dushanbe on February 15. The NPD provided a plat-
form for a long-awaited presentation by the MEWR
and discussion with the stakeholders on the progress
in the implementation of the Programme of Reform of
the Water Sector of the Republic of Tajikistan 2016-
2025, on the National Water Supply and Sanitation
Programme by 2030, a concept fo support the higher
education development for the water sector specia-
lists training in Tajikistan by 2030. The meeting was also
used for a dialogue between the donors and the
authorities on then-planned commitments of the
Republic of Tajikistan to the UN Conference on the
Midterm Comprehensive Review of the Implemento-
tion of the Objectives of the International Decade for
Action "Water for Sustainable Development” (2018-
2028).
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In the frame of the NPDs, the three investment con-
cepts were developed and are further discussed with
the authorities and IFls: (1) water-saving irrigation tech-
nologies with elements of drip ferfigation in the Chu-
Talas basin (Kazakh side); (2) modernization of water
distribution systems and water management infra-
structure in the Chu-Talas basin (Kyrgyz side); (3) con-
struction of riverbank protection and mudflow con-
ducting structures in the Zarafshon River basin (Tajik
side).

A study on the Syr Darya water quality and prevention
of accidental water pollution. In the frame of the NPD,
the following products were developed: (1) an in-
depthreport addressing the state of waterresources,
water quality issues and policies and insfitutions for
water management, industrial safety and prevention
pollution. The report contains concrete recommen-
dations for riparian countries on fransboundary con-
tingency planning and reducing water pollution,
including an executfive summary with findings; (2)
aninventory and map of é1 tailings management fa-
cilities (TMFs) — 9 in Kazakhstan, 30 in Kyrgyzstan, 12in
Uzbekistan, and 10 in Tajikistan —and 133 other hazar-
dous industrial facilities, including 33 TMFs with poten-
tial transboundary effects in the Syr Darya basin; (3)
the infographics visualizing key findings from the
report.

Project reports and additional information are available at:
https://unece.org/pollution-syr-darya-river-emergency-
situations

3" reporting exercise under the SDG indicator 6.5.2.
UNECE and UNESCO are co-custodian agencies for
the SDG indicator 6.5.2 on transboundary water co-
operation. In 2023, all countries sharing fransboun-
dary rivers, lakes and aquifers were invited to submit
nationalreportsin the third reporting cycle. In Central
Asia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uz-
bekistan have submitted their reports. The national
reports and the aggregated data will become pub-
licly available in 2024.

2" meeting of the Inter-institutional Working Group on
tailings safety and the prevention of accidental water
pollution in Kazakhstan. The meeting was dedicated


https://unece-org.translate.goog/environmental-policy/events/eighteenth-meeting-working-group-monitoring-and-assessment?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=ru&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://unece.org/water-global-workshop-2023-budapest
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/strategic-roundtable-increasing-resilience-climate-change-water-and
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/strategic-roundtable-increasing-resilience-climate-change-water-and
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/thirteenth-meeting-task-force-target-setting-and-reporting
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/global-workshop-funding-and-financing-transboundary-water-cooperation
https://unece.org/info/events/event/374658
https://unece.org/environment/news/kazakhstan-takes-further-measures-prevent-accidental-water-pollution-mine-tailings
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/second-meeting-inter-institutional-working-group-tailings-safety-and-1
https://unece.org/info/events/event/377698
https://unece.org/info/Environmental-Policy/events/377827
https://unece.org/info/events/unece-meetings-and-events/environmental-policy/water-convention
https://unece.org/info/events/unece-meetings-and-events/environmental-policy/water-convention
https://unece.org/info/events/unece-meetings-and-events/industrial-accidents
https://unece.org/info/events/unece-meetings-and-events/industrial-accidents
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/areas-work-convention/transboundary-cooperation-chu-and-talas-river-basin
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/areas-work-convention/transboundary-cooperation-chu-and-talas-river-basin
https://unece.org/DAM/env/water/Chu-Talas/RUS_ClimateProofingChuTalas_web_10Dec2018.pdf
https://unece.org/DAM/env/water/Chu-Talas/RUS_ClimateProofingChuTalas_web_10Dec2018.pdf
https://wecoop.eu/
https://unece.org/info/events/event/376126
https://unece.org/info/events/event/376110
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/Executive summary ENG.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/ENG_Syr Darya Infographic.pdf
https://unece.org/pollution-syr-darya-river-emergency-situations
https://unece.org/pollution-syr-darya-river-emergency-situations

to discussing recent industrial safety developments
and challenges at stake for Kazakhstan, in particular
the recommendations deriving from the projects
implemented under the auspices of the Convention
on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents,
such as alignment of Kazakhstan's national legislation
with the provisions of the Convention. The WG: (1) re-
viewed the results of project on “Development of
joint measures to prevent and respond to pollufion of
the Syr Darya river in emergency situations (Phase 1)
and agreed to develop a Joint Contfingency Plan
between riparian countries; (2) considered the newly
adopted “Road map for action to strengthen mine
tailings safety within and beyond the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe region”; (3) agreed
to work fowards the development of its workplan for
2023, with concrete actions to strengthen mine tai-
lings safety and reduce the risk of accidental water
pollution in Kazakhstan by national authorities, in
cooperation with operators, and representatives of
NGOs and academia (March 15).

2" meeting of the Inter-institutional Working Group on
tailings safety and the prevention of accidental water
pollution in Tajikistan. The meeting focused on the
review of current issues and measures taken to
reduce the risks of accidents at tailings management
facilities and water pollution, the benefits of UNECE
fools and regional projects, and the exchange of
infernational good practices in the safe operation of
tailings management facilities. Participants paid
special attention to the benefits that Tajikistan would
gain from acceding to the UNECE Convention on the
Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents, the
recommendations of the UNECE projects on industrial
safety and prevention of accidental water pollution,
notably on harmonization of the national legislation
with the Convention’s provisions and "Development
of joint measures for prevention and response to pol-
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lution of the Syr Darya River in emergency situations".
As a result of the discussions, agreed proposals for
further work of the Working Group were developed
(April 4).

Subregional workshop on mine tailings safety and the
prevention of accidental water pollution in Ceniral
Asia. The subregional workshop is organized by the
UNECE Convention on the Transboundary Effects of
Industrial Accidents, in cooperation with the Govern-
ment of Tajikistan and with financial support from the
Swiss Federal Office for the Environment, GlZ, OSCE
and the United Nations Regular Programme of
Technical Cooperation. It is implemented as part of
the UNECE Projects on sftrengthening mine tailings
safety in Central Asia (2020-2023) and in Uzbekistan
(2021-2023), which are financed by the Swiss Federal
Office for the Environment under the Convention's As-
sistance and Cooperation Programme (May 25-26).

SPECA program. The 26" Session of the Working Group
on Water, Energy and Environment of the United Na-
tions Special Programme for the Economies of Cen-
tfral Asia (SPECA) was hosted by the Kazakhstan-British
Technical University. The focus of the session was to
identify economic, investment, and policy opportu-
nities in the water-food-energy-ecosystem nexus to
support the achievement of SDGs 6 and 7. Additio-
nally, the WG emphasized capacity building for
sustainable natural resource management and ex-
ploring the feasibility of a water-energy consortium.
Key discussions included presentations on the current
status of the nexus in the region, highlighting challen-
ges, ongoing initiatives, and recent developments,
alongside country-specific case studies detailing
national challenges, innovations, and success stories
inimplementing the nexus approach (November7).

Source: UNECE

International Water Assessment Center

The International Water Assessment Center (IWAC) is
the center for infernational cooperation on integra-
ted water resource management, which has been
established as a subsidiary body of the Water Con-
vention in Astana in 2017. The main purpose of IWAC
is to support the implementation of the Water Con-
vention anditsrelevant work programs.

Activitiesin 2023

IWAC in cooperation with the UNECE organized: (1)
the Regional Workshop on Monitoring, Assessment
and Information Sharing in Transboundary Basins in
Central Asia®™ to assist countries in studying internatio-
nal experience in monitoring, assessment and sharing
information in fransboundary basins and discussing
the possibilities of strengthening cooperation bet-
ween the countries of Cenfral Asia in the field of pro-
tection and use of water resources in transboundary
basins (Astana, February 1-2); (2) the session “Promo-
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(GIZ) GmbH

fing innovations in transboundary cooperation
through the tools of the Water Convention” during
the World Water Week. The aim of the session was the
application of innovative tools for solving fransboun-
dary basin problems in transboundary cooperation
(Stockholm, August 21).

IWAC took part in: (1) the 2™ meeting of the Working
Group on tailings safety and the prevention of acci-
dental pollution of water bodies in Kazakhstan (Asta-
na, March 15) and the Subregional workshop on mine
tailings safety and the prevention of accidental wa-
ter pollution in Central Asia (Dushanbe, May 25-26);
(2) sub-regional workshop on supporting accession of
Central Asian countries to the Protocol on Water and
Health (Belgrade, June 26-27); (3) Eighteenth Mee-
ting of the Working Group on Monitoring and Assess-
ment under the Water Convention (Geneva, Octo-
ber 17-18); (4) Global Workshop on Conjunctive Ma-

with the financial support of the Green Cenftral Asia Initiative implemented by Deutsche Gesellschaft fUr internationale Zusammenarbeit


https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/second-meeting-inter-institutional-working-group-tailings-safety-and-0
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/second-meeting-inter-institutional-working-group-tailings-safety-and-1
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fproject-supporting-countries-central-asia-strengthening-safety-mine-tailings&data=05%7C01%7Colga.petrova%40un.org%7C43124cecb8e3477d6af108db4aec5940%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638186151193140098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GBqpFruXvrjHzDXoVaSmRG99S6Zzay3FI1N9C5%2BmkaI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fenvironment-policy%2Fproject-strengthening-tailings-safety-and-prevention-accidental-water-pollution&data=05%7C01%7Colga.petrova%40un.org%7C43124cecb8e3477d6af108db4aec5940%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638186151193140098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M%2BJmg3ccYDuI%2BnYYwZ2t9DSGdgz3wBf4vTguQrmdsVk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fenvironment-policy%2Fproject-strengthening-tailings-safety-and-prevention-accidental-water-pollution&data=05%7C01%7Colga.petrova%40un.org%7C43124cecb8e3477d6af108db4aec5940%7C0f9e35
https://unece.org/info/Environmental-Policy/events/377827
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Report_26th Session SPECA_WG_WEE_2023 Almaty 0711_final.pdf
https://iwac.kz/novost/experts-central-asian-countries-discussed-issues-cooperation-field-monitoring-assessment-and-exchange-information-water-resources
https://iwac.kz/novost/semena-peremen-innovacionnye-resheniya-dlya-razumnogo-ispolzovaniya-vodnyh-resursov-vsemirnaya-nedelya-vody-v-stokgolme-2023-g
https://iwac.kz/novost/meeting-working-group-tailings-safety-and-prevention-accidental-pollution-water-bodies-kazakhstan
https://iwac.kz/novost/subregionalnyj-seminar-po-bezopasnosti-hvostohranilishch-i-predotvrashcheniyu-avarijnogo-zagryazneniya-vod-v-centralnoj-azii
https://iwac.kz/novost/subregionalnyj-seminar-po-protokolu-po-problemam-vody-i-zdorovya
https://iwac.kz/novost/vosemnadcatoe-soveshchanie-rabochej-gruppy-po-monitoringu-i-ocenke-v-ramkah-konvencii-po-transgranichnym-vodam-2
https://iwac.kz/novost/vosemnadcatoe-soveshchanie-rabochej-gruppy-po-monitoringu-i-ocenke-v-ramkah-konvencii-po-transgranichnym-vodam-2
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nagement of Surface Water and Groundwater:
National to Transboundary Level (Geneva, October
16-17); (5) Eighth meeting of the Task Force on the
Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus. The aim of
the meeting was o take stock of 10 years of work on
the water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus under the
Water Convention, facilitate the exchange of expe-

riences and update information on progress made,
lessons learned and best practices in applying the
nexus approach, financing and implementing stro-
tegies and plans for energy transition fo clean energy
(Geneva, December7-8).

Source: www.iwac .kz

6.7. Economic and Social Commission for Asia

and the Pacific

VESCAP

Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific

Established in 1947, the Economic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is one of the
five regional missions of the UN.

ESCAP works to overcome some of the region's
greatest challenges by providing results-oriented
projects, technical assistance and capacity building
fo member States in the following areas: macroeco-
nomic policy and development; trade and invest-
ment; transport; social development; environment
and sustainable development; information and com-
munications technology and disaster risk reduction;
statistics and sub-regional activities for development.

SPECA program
ESCAP in cooperation with UNECE manages SPECA,

which celebrated its 25" anniversary in 2023. A joint
statement made by ministers and high-level repre-

sentatives of countries participating in the United
Nations Special Programme for the Economies of
Central Asia (SPECA) endorsed the proposal to
inifiate a UN General Assembly resolution to highlight
the 25™ anniversary of SPECA and encourage the UN
Member States, UN regional commissions and spe-
cialized agencies to confinue extending support to
efforts of the SPECA participating States (April 18).

The following events took place in Baku: (1) the 2023
SPECA Economic Forum on “Transforming the SPECA
Region into a Connectivity Hub with Global Out-
reach”, which focused on the increased significance
of connectivity, in the face of new challenges, in the
Trans-Caspian International Transport Corridor
(Middle Corridor) between Europe and China (No-
vember 21-22); (2) first Summit of the Heads of State
and Government of the SPECA participating States,
the key ftopic of which was the regional transforma-
fion into a global logistics center connected to the
rest of the world. The summit supported the creation
of a Mulfilateral Trust Fund under the auspices of the
UN. The Baku Declaration adopted at the summit
underscores the high political commitment to sharing
the region's enormous potential (November 24).

Source: www.unescap.org, www.unece.org

6.8. The United Nations Regional Centre
for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia

(&) UNRCCA

J The United Nations Regional Centre

for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia

The United Nations Regional Centre for Preventive
Diplomacy for Central Asia (UNRCCA) is a special UN
political mission established on the initiative of the five
Governments of Central Asian in Ashgabat, Turkme-
nistan in 2007 to support national authorities in identi-
fying and addressing existing and potential threats to
regional peace and security. In implementing its
initiatives, UNRCCA inferacts with regional and inter-
national organizations. The Centre began operations
in 2008 and is led by a Special Representative of the
Secretary General.
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Key priorities for 2021-2025

The current UNRCCA Programme of Action for 2021-
2025 focuses on five key priority areas, which
correspond to the Centre’s mandate: (1) promoting
preventive diplomacy among the Governments of
Central Asia; (2) monitoring and early warning in
support of conflict prevention; (3) building partner-
ships for prevention, including with regional and sub-
regional organizations; (4) strengthening the United
Nations preventive diplomacy in Central Asia; (5)
encouraging cooperation and interaction between
Central Asia and Afghanistan in close cooperation
with the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan.

The "Strategy in support of cooperation between the
states of Central Asia in the field of water, energy,
environment and climate for 2022-2025" (hereinafter


https://iwac.kz/novost/zher-sti-zhne-zher-asty-sularyn-keshendi-basaru-zhnindegi-zhaandy-kees-ltty-degejden-transshekaraly-degejge-dejin
https://iwac.kz/novost/zher-sti-zhne-zher-asty-sularyn-keshendi-basaru-zhnindegi-zhaandy-kees-ltty-degejden-transshekaraly-degejge-dejin
https://iwac.kz/novost/vosmoe-soveshchanie-celevoj-gruppy-po-sisteme-vzaimosvyazej-mezhdu-vodoj-prodovolstviem-energiej-i-ekosistemami
https://unece.org/media/SPECA/press/377666
https://unece.org/speca/events/2023-speca-economic-forum#:~:text=The%202023%20SPECA%20Economic%20Forum,Corridor)%20between%20Europe%20and%20China.
https://unece.org/speca/events/2023-speca-economic-forum#:~:text=The%202023%20SPECA%20Economic%20Forum,Corridor)%20between%20Europe%20and%20China.
https://unece.org/speca/baku-declaration

referred to as the "Water Strategy") was adopted in
2021 with the active participation of all five CA states
and focused on four main fields of activities, inclu-
ding: (1) preventive diplomacy and capacity buil-
ding; (2) strengthening institutions and legal frame-
works; (3) ensuring transparency, strengthening relo-
fionships and promoting partnerships; and (4) wor-
king on cross-cutting issues of the peace and security
agenda.

Activitiesin 2023

As part of “Water Strategy”, UNRCCA organized: (1)
an online meeting of experts from the Cenfral Asian
States on the situation in the region with the shared
water-related resources, where the participants
exchanged on the state of cooperation in water and
environment sectorsin the Aral Sea basin, including in
such areas as rational use of water resources, mitiga-
ting implications of the climate change, and taking
info account different external factors (December7);
(2) a capacity-building event on climate risks in CA
and a meeting of national experts. The participants
(1) discussed such topics as international best prac-
tices and the experience of the Central Asian states
on mitigation of and adaptation fo the climate risks
and the outcomes of the UN Water Conference; (2)
exchanged on recent developments in international
water law and policy, including the recent decisions
of the International Court of Justice in this field; (3)
reviewed the Early Warning Bulletins on the state of
fransboundary water resources in the Aral Sea Basin.

6.9. World Meteorological

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is a
specialized agency of the United Nations. It was estab-
lishedin 1950.

It is the UN system’s authoritative voice on the state
and behavior of the Earth’s atmosphere, its interac-
tion with the oceans. WMO celebrated its 150" anni-
versary in 2023.

Activitiesin 2023

76" session of WMO Executive Council session was
held in Geneva on February 27-March 3. The session
discussed the community resilience to extreme
weather, climate and water-related events and
considered an initiative on the creation of an infer-
national greenhouse gas monitoring infrastructure.

WMO has approved new fop strategic priorities to
guide it through the next four years, including: (1)
enhancing preparedness and reducing loss of life,
critical infrastructure and livelihood from hydrome-
teorological extremes; (2) supporting climate-smart
decision-making to build or enhance adaptive ca-
pacity or resilience to climate risk; (3) enhancing so-
cioeconomic value of weather, climate, hydrologi-
calandrelated environmental services.
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A separate session was devoted to exchanges on
challenges and opportunities to cooperation bet-
ween Cenfral Asia and Afghanistan in the field of
waterresources (Almaty, April 18-19).

The UNRCCA Preventive Diplomacy Academy, in
cooperation with the British Embassy in Turkmenistan,
organized a training session for the participants and
graduates from the countries of Central Asia and
Afghanistan on the topic of “Climate Change”. The
purpose of the fraining session was to raise awareness
among youth about climate change’s impact on
people’s stability and security, as well as about the
possible participation of young people in processes
to overcome this challenge. Participants gained an
understanding of the linkages between climate
change and conflicts and became familiar with inter-
national regulatory mechanisms based on the
UNFCCC and learned in more detail about the an-
nual Youth Conference, which is a negotiating plat-
form for young activists in climate change (Ashga-
bat, September5).

UNRCCA has published a brochure entitled “United
Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for
Central Asia: 15 years of engagement in the region”
on the occasion of its fifteenth anniversary. In coope-
rafion with SIC ICWC, it published four Aral Sea Basin
Transboundary Water Early Warning Bullefins.

Source: https://unrcca.unmissions.org/ru

Organization

WORLD
Y METEOROLOGICAL

WMO in partnership with the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the
Netherlands Red Cross, the United Nations Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR), and the Systematic
Observations Financing Facility (SOFF) has launched
anew initiafive “From satellites fo sandbags: water at
the heart of climate action” (September).

WMO publications. Report “2022 Year in Review:
Climate-driven Global Renewable Energy Potential
Resources and Energy Demand” (jointly with IRENA),
WMO Airborne Dust Bulletin. For other publications,
please, see https://library.wmo.int/.

Source: www.wmo.int
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https://unrcca.unmissions.org/unrcca-online-meeting-experts-discuss-topical-issues-rational-use-water-and-addressing-climate
https://unrcca.unmissions.org/water-cooperation-central-asia-discussed-almaty-0
https://unrcca.unmissions.org/unrcca-preventive-diplomacy-academy-discusses-climate-change-issues
https://unrcca.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/eng_for_web.pdf
https://unrcca.unmissions.org/early-warning-bulletins-2023
https://meetings.wmo.int/ec-76/SitePages/Session Information.aspx
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/world-meteorological-congress-sets-new-strategic-priorities-era-of-rapid-climate-societal-and
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/from-satellites-sandbags-putting-water-heart-of-climate-action
https://library.wmo.int/records/item/68576-2022-year-in-review-climate-driven-global-renewable-energy-potential-resources-and-energy-demand
https://wmo.int/publication-series/wmo-airborne-dust-bulletin-no-7-september-2023
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6.10. International Fund for Agricultural Development

¢
JUIFAD

The International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) is a multilateral financial institution established
in 1977. It mobilizes resources to eliminate malnutrition
and improve agricultural productivity and incomes
forrural poorin developing countries.

It provides direct financing in the form of loans and
grants, attracts additional resources to implement
projects and programs. Currently it has a number of
ongoing projectsin Central Asia.

Activitiesin 2023

Kyrgyzstan

Since 1993, IFAD has invested US$ 129 million in rural
development in Kyrgyzstan, including: assistance in
reducing poverty and increasing economic growth
in pastoralist communities.

In 2023, the IFAD country strategy and program
evaluation was conducted. The main findings inclu-
ded: (1) IFAD's interventions in support of pasture ma-
nagement and veterinary services have been com-
prehensive, encompassing policy and legislafive
framework and field level; (2) interventions produced
important results, including improved and more
equal access to pastures (e.g. remote pastures),
improved veterinary services and disease control; (3)
interventions incorporated numerous innovations,
mostly around pasture governance and private vete-
rinary services (e.g. various practices and approa-
ches relating to community-based pasture manage-
ment, bringing in youth from disadvantaged house-
holdsin areaslacking veterinarians on scholarship).

However, pasture improvement and sustainable
managementreceived less attention than expansion
of accessible pastures, a poverty focus was generally
weak, an insufficient aftention was paid to gender
aspects and private sectorinvolvement. Finally, it was
recommended to strengthen the identified weak-
nesses.

The Access fo Markets Project (2016-2024, IFAD contri-
bution — $21.17 million) aimed to raise incomes and
enhance economic growth in Kyrgyzstan's pastoralist
communities continuedin 2023.

IFAD allocated $31.28 million for farming communities
development under the Regional Resilient Pastoral
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Communities Project ($65.22 million, 2021-2026).
About 557,000 household are expected to benefit
directly from the project.

Tajikistan

The total amount of IFAD funding in Tajikistan is
$115.16 million. The organization's activities are based
on the program fitled "Strategic Opportunities of the
Country for 2019-2024". The Program is aimed at redu-
cing rural poverty and strengthening national food
security in rural areas of Tajikistan. This is to be addres-
sed under two strategic goals: (1) promotinginclusive
agriculture-based economic growth in poor rural
communities; and (2) increasing the resilience of
smallholder producers to climate change.

The Community-based Agricultural Support Project
'‘plus' (2021-2030, IFAD contribution — $37.85 million)
continued in 2023. The project aims to increase
resilience of ecosystems and adaptatfion of liveli-
hoods in rural areas affected by climate change, for
an estimated 100,000 rural households (650,000 in-
dividuals) in 21 of the most climate vulnerable districts
of the country.

Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan joined to IFAD in 2011. The total IFAD fun-
dingin Uzbekistan amountsto $166.5 million. IFAD inits
activities in Uzbekistan is guided by the Country stra-
tegic opportunities programme 2023-2027, aimed to
sustainably increase rural prosperity and improve
livelihoods of small-scale producers. Three strategic
objectives underpin the programme: (1) increased
resilience and productivity of small-scale producers;
(2) improved access for small-scale producers to
viable food systems and agricultural markets; (3)
enhanced enabling environment for inclusive rural
fransformation.

The Agriculture Diversification and Modernization
Project (2017-2025, IFAD contribution — $93.5 million) is
implemented in Andizhan, Fergana and Namangan
provinces of Uzbekistan. Target groups include rural
low-income households on Dekhan farms, small pri-
vate horticulture and livestock farmers, and agribusi-
nesses. Special attention is paid to ensure the parti-
cipation of women-headed Dekhan and private far-
ming households as well asrural youth.

Source: www.ifad.org


https://ioe.ifad.org/en/w/kyrgyzstan-country-strategy-and-programme-evaluation-virtual-national-workshop
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/operations/-/project/2000001232
https://www.ifad.org/en/-/tajikistan-cosop-2019-2024
https://webapps.ifad.org/members/eb/137/docs/EB-2022-137-R-22.pdf
https://webapps.ifad.org/members/eb/137/docs/EB-2022-137-R-22.pdf
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/operations/-/project/2000001283
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/operations/-/project/2000001283
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6.11. UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization. It coordinates internatio-
nal cooperation in these areas. Established in 1945, it
includes 193 member-states. UNESCO's programs
contribute to the achievement of the SDGs definedin
the Agenda 2030. Key areas of activity include the
following five program sectors: education, natural
sciences, social and human sciences, culture, and
communication andinformation.

Activitiesin 2023

Events. At the UN 2023 Water Conference, UNESCO
was a partnerin 26 side events taking place in parallel
fo the official conference programme. These side
events were organized by member states with va-
rious United Nations agencies and other stakeholders
and contributed directly to the conference’s outco-
mes through the following streams: (1) raising the
profile of science through the support of a science-
based global water assessment; (2) raising the profile
of groundwater and cooperation; (3) filing the gapin
capacity; (4) mainstreaming gender equality in
watermanagement, etc.

During the COP28 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates
UNESCO organized a series of events, in particular: (1)
Cryosphere Changes Impacts and Adaptation in
Central Asia: Case Studies from UNESCO Activities
(December 5); (2) Towards the Implementation of the
International Year of Glaciers' Preservation and
Glacier Day, 2025 and beyond (December 5); (3)
Scaling Up: Systems Approaches for Climate and
Water Management, in partnership with ADB and WB
(December 8).

Publications. (1) The 2023 United Nations World Water
Development Report on Partnerships and Coopera-
fion assesses the nature and role of partnerships and
cooperation among stakeholders in water resources
management and development and their role in
accelerating progress towards water goals and
targets. Report has been produced by UNESCO’s
World Water Assessment Programme on behalf of
UN-Water, a grouping of more than 30 United Nations
agencies; (2) The Water, Energy, and Food Security
Nexus in Asia and Pacific: this three-volume, open-
access book series introduces the complex links

unesco

between water, energy, and food security in the
three sub-regions of Central and South Asia, East and
Southeast Asia and the Pacific. By bringing together
inputs from the world's leading thinkers, experts, prac-
fitioners and researchers, each volume explores
some future scenarios and recommends approa-
ches to best deal with future challenges; (3) River
Culture. Life as a dance to the rhythm of the waters —
a collection of interdisciplinary studies by more than
120 authors from river systems all over the world,
exploring overarching issues on river management in
the Anthropocene.

UNESCO Cluster Office in Almaty

Projects. A new regional project “Strengthening the
resilience of Central Asian countries by enabling
regional cooperation to assess high altifude glacio-
nival systems fo develop integrated methods for
sustainable development and adaptation to climate
change” was launched in July 2023. The project aims
fo strengthen the adaptation capacity of five Central
Asian countries to climate change impacts on the
cryosphere through assessment, promotion of regio-
nal cooperation, and stakeholder engagement.

As part of the “Reducing vulnerabilities of populations
in Cenfral Asia from glacier lake outburst floods in a
changing climate” (GLOFCA) Project, a Glacial Lake
Inventory (GLI) toolbox for mapping and monitoring
of glacial lakes in Central Asia was developed. The
GLI toolbox offers the possibility to monitor femporal
loke changes in an automated way, and the
detected lake outlines can be exported as shape
files. The toolbox was presented to the countries
during a face-to-face training in Alimaty in November
2022, followed by a series of webinars in May 2023.
The training series gave natfional partners the
opportunity to use the foolboxin practice.

Source: Www.unesco.org, Www.en.unesco.kz

6.12. Food and Agriculture Organization

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) was established in 1945. FAO's work
globally and in the Europe and Central Asia region is
guided by the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-2031.
FAQ's Strategic Framework seeks to support the 2030
Agenda through the transformation to more efficient,
inclusive, resilient and sustainable agri-food systems
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for better production, better nutrition, a better
environment, and a better life, leaving no one
behind.

FAO Activitiesin CA Statesin 2023

The informal consultation for Europe and Central Asia
provides a platform on which the FAO Regional
Office for Europe and Central Asia and Members can
interact, facilitating consultation on key issues in the
region. The main purpose of the informal consultation
in 2023 is defining the FAO priorities for the Europe and
Central Asia Region for 2024-2025, which will be pre-
sented for endorsement at the 34" Regional Confe-
rence for Europe (ERC) in 2024.

The Consultation aims at facilitating an exchange of
views among all Members of the Europe and Central
Asia region considering also the challenges from the
multiple crisis the regionis facing.

Kazakhstan
Ongoing projects:

(1) Elaboration of the 2022-2026 State Program (inclu-
ding the Concept) of Agro-Industrial Development
($370,000, 2020-2023);

(2) Contribution to development and further scaling
up of healthy nutrition ($465,000, 2023-2025);

(3) Strengthening the Statistical System on Accoun-
ting for the Production of Agri-Food Products ($75,000,
2023-2024);

(4) Kazakhstan Resilient Agroforestry and Rangeland
Project ($1.9 million, 2023-2027);

(5) Promoting the development of land market and
supporting the development of small family farms
($275.000, 2022-2023);

(6) Supporting investments in smallholders inclusive
agrifood value chain development in Kazakhstan
($474,400, 2020-2023), during which a study four was
organized to Hungary to address the complex chal-
lenges faced by rural communities, smallholders, and
family farmers in Eastern Europe and Central Asia; the
four included participation in the third Regional
Workshop on Integrated Community Development
(June 6-8).

FAO Kazakhstan held an intfernational seminar on the
development of an international agri-food hub in
Kazakhstan where representatives of the Ministry of
Trade and Integratfion, the Ministry of Agriculture,
QazTrade JSC, and industry experts from the Nether-
lands, America and Tanzania have participated.
During the meeting, overall outcomes of case studies
on agri-food hubs activities in Africa, the Netherlands
and the USA were presented, conclusions and re-
commendations for Kazakhstan on the development
of a cross-border agri-food hub based on internatio-
nal experience were discussed (December 26).
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Kyrgyzstan
Ongoing projects:

(1) Support for development of sustainable value
chains for climate-smart agriculture ($ 350,000, 2021-
2023);

(2) Promoting accelerated green investment in agri-
culture through capacity building of national finan-
cialinstitutions ($ 300,000, 2021-2023);

(3) Strengthening capacities of public and private
sector for regulation, certification and marketing of
organic products ($ 300,000, 2022-2024);

(4) Support to revision of the Land Code and to deve-
lopment of agricultural land markets ($ 50,000, 2022-
2023);

(5) Carbon Sequestration through Climate Investment
in Forests and Rangelands ($30 million, 2022-2030);

(6) Infroduction and promotion of innovative approa-
ches for adopting best technologies for horticulture
($175,000, 2023-2025).

Within the framework of the FAO project "Enhancing
the Capacity for Food Safety Management in the
Fruit and Vegetable Industry of the Kyrgyz Republic”,
frainings were conducted on food safety in the fruit
and vegetable sector for entrepreneurs in the Osh,
Batken, Jalal-Abad, Chu and Issyk-Kul province of
Kyrgyzstan during three-months (Bishkek, July-Sep-
tember).

The training workshop was organized on food security
issues, including food availability and quality, agricul-
tural insurance, salt reduction, elimination of trans-
fats, and other nutrition problems for Deputies and
Employees of the Office of the Jogorku Kenesh of the
Kyrgyz Republic (Bishkek, December 1).

Tajikistan
Ongoing projects:

(1) Support of warm-water fishery sector ($95,000,
2021-2023);

(2) Introduce innovative approaches for adopting
best technologies for apricot production in Sughd
($92,000, 2021-2023);

(3) Provision of Technical Assistance on E-agriculture
to the Ministry of Agriculture” ($20,000, 2021-2023);

(4) Support to export increase of agri-food products
through green development and enhanced market
access ($88,000, 2022-2024);

(5) Strengthening capacity on promotion of conser-
vation agriculture among farms at Romit Reserve
($33,000, 2022-2023);

(6) Support to agricultural sectorreform and improve-
ment of the investment climate ($95,000, 2022-2023);


https://www.fao.org/europe/events/detail/informal-consultation-for-europe-and-central-asia-2023/en
https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=KAZ
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https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=KGZ
https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/news-archive/detail-news/en/c/1654764/
https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/news-archive/detail-news/en/c/1654764/
https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/news-archive/detail-news/en/c/1675344/
https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=TJK

(7) Cooperative development and strengthening of
rural institutions under the Agrarion Reform Prog-
ramme ($96,000, 2022-2023);

(8) Strengthening Resilience of the Agriculture Sector
Project ($2.4 million, 2022-2036);

(9) Facilitating agrobiodiversity (ABD) conservation
and sustainable use to promote food and nutritional
resilience in Tajikistan ($1.7 million, 2022-2025);

(10) Strengthening the capacity of the Republic of
Tajikistan to comply with the Enhanced Transparency
Framework under the Paris Agreement ($1.8 million,

2023-2026).

A National Stakeholder Validation Workshop on the
Formulatfion of a Strategic Roadmap for Food Loss
and Waste Reduction was organized in Dushanbe on
April 18. The workshop discussed and validated the
strategic roadmap based on the participants’
recommendations and the results of the FLW analysis.

FAO assisted in launching the national working group
of the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
System (GIAHS) to prepare a proposal fo nominate

Tajikistan areas for the GIAHS inifiative.

Turkmenistan
Ongoing projects:

(1) Development of aquafeed value chain and aqua-
tic animal health management capacity ($120,000,
2023-2025);

(2) Developing digital solutions for sustainable pas-
ture management ($100,000, 2023-2025);

(3) Enhancing Capacities for Climate-Resilient Water
Management ($150,000, 2023-2025);

(4) Support to the establishment of digital Land Cao-
dastre ($300,000, 2023-2024);

(5) Improving the capacity of Turkmenistan to access
climate finance through capacity building and
strategic frameworks ($642,825, 2023-2025);

(6) Strengthening the capacity of Turkmenistan to
comply with the ETF under the Paris Agreement
($50,000, 2023-2024).

Experts from the FAO Geospatial Unit conducted
three online fraining sessions on the use of remote
sensing to aid in the identification and mapping of
crops fo enhance more accurate data collection
and analysis, leading to improved decision-making
and resource management. The sessions were atten-
ded by a mixed audience of specialists from the Land
Resources Service, centfral and regional offices, re-
presentatives of the Turkmen Agriculfural University of
S.A. Nyyazow, researchers, and land surveyors from
the State Design Institute “TUrkmenyertaslama” (June
7-9,0online).

Section 6. United Nations and its Specialized Agencies

An ongoing FAO-GEF project on integrated natural
resources management in drought-prone and salt-
affected agricultural production landscapes in Cen-
fral Asia and Turkey established nurseries with drip
irrigation systems in Dashoguz, developed a sustain-
able pasture management plan in Ahal and delive-
red equipment to combat drought and salinity in
Nohur.

Uzbekistan
Ongoing projects:

(1) Preparing the grounds for digital fransformation of
agriculture ($315,000, 2022-2023), within the frame-
work of which, a National Digital Agriculture Program
was developed;

(2) Support to country program development on
sustainable agriculture ($50,000, 2022-2023);

(3) Food Systems, Land Use and Restoration (FOLUR)
Impact Program ($6 million, 2022-2026,);

(4) Capacity-building to establish an integrated and
enhanced transparency framework in Uzbekistan to
frack the national climate actions and support mea-
suresreceived ($1.3 million, 2022-2025);

(5) Multi-faceted response to the food and energy
emergency in Uzbekistan ($80,000, 2022)

(6) Support for development of the Sustainable Agri-
culture Mechanization Strategy ($140,000, 2023-2025);

(7) Technical Assistance for Sound Management of
Hazardous Chemicals ($4.3 million, 2023-2027);

(8) Sustainable forest and rangelands management
in the dryland ecosystems of Uzbekistan ($3.8 million,
2022-2026);

(9) Empowering youth towards a brighter future
through green and innovative development of the
AralSearegion ($231,000, 2022-2023).

A workshop was organized as part of implementation
of the regional project “"Enhancing agricultural land
market development to address land abandonment
andimprove land consolidation procedures” funded
from the FAO-TUrkiye Partnership Programme on
Food and Agriculture (FTPP Il). The event presented
the findings and recommendations from a prepared
assessmentreport and policy recommendationsrela-
ted to land administration, land market development
and landreformin Uzbekistan (December 6).

The “Digital Vilages Camp”, a skilldevelopment prog-
ram designed for young talents of the Fergana Valley
has been launched in Uzbekistan. This innovative ini-
fiative aims to infroduce participants to the funda-
mentals of internet of things (loT) for smart farming,
offering a unique learning experience tailored to
individuals between the ages of 16 and 30. Out of 90
applicants, 25 promising individuals were selected.
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Over the course of five weeks of the camp, students
will gain the necessary knowledge and hands-on
experience required for programming loT devices,
leveraging open source solutions and devising smart

solutions — sensors for greenhouses and homestead
plots.

Source: FAQO in Europe and Central Asia 2023 Report, www.fao.org

6.13. International Law Commission

The International Law Commission (ILC) is a subsidiary
body of UNGA, consisting of thirty-four members of
recognized competence in international law, who sit
in theirindividual capacity and not asrepresentatives
of their governments. The task of ILC is encouraging
the progressive development of international law
and its codification. It was established in 1947. The
Commission has no representatives of the Cenfral
Asian statesinits composition.

During the 74" session of ILC in 2023, reports were
presented on the following fopics: succession of
States in respect of State responsibility, general prin-
ciples of law, sea-level rise in relation to international
law, seftlement of disputes to which international
organizations are parties, prevention and repression
of piracy and armedrobbery at sea, and otherissues.

On the subject of sea-level rise in relation to inter-
national law, ILC underlined the fundamental impor-
tance of the principle that “the land dominates the
sea”. It was nofed that the UN Convention on the Law
of the Sea allocated sovereign rights and maritime
zones based on the size and form of their adjacent
coastal territorial land. At the same fime, some
delegations considered that the application of the
principle that “the land dominates the sea” in the
context of sea-level rise was not absolute. It was no-
ted that the right of peoples to self-determination

was closely linked with sovereignty over natural
resources; the importance of further exploring the
issue of territories submerged owing fo sea-level rise
and, in particular, theirlegal status was stressed. In this
context, the Commission looks forward to the Study
Group's work on the subtopics of statehood and
protection of persons affected by sea-level rise, as
well as to the consolidated results of work on the tfopic
in afinal substantive report.

On the subject of prevention and repression of piracy
and armed robbery at sea, the first report of the Spe-
cial Rapporteur (A/CN.4/758) and the memorandum
prepared by the Secretariat concerning the topic
(A/CN.4/757) were presented. It was acknowledged
that piracy and armed robbery at sea continued to
pose serious threats to international maritime security.
The potential for the work of the Commission fo con-
fribute to enhanced international cooperation with
respect to the prevention and repression of piracy
and armed robbery at sea was highlighted. Several
delegations expressed support for the approach the
Commission had taken toward the topic. A number
of delegations agreed with the Commission that its
work should not duplicate existing frameworks and
academic studies but should rather aim atidentifying
new issues of common concern.

Source: 2023 ILC Report

6.14. International Court of Justice

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is one of the six
principal organs of the United Nations. It was estab-
lished in 1945. It delivers judicial and advisory func-
fions. No judges from Cenftral Asia sit in the Interno-
fional Court. Cases submitted to the Court involve a
wide variety of subject matters: territorial and mari-
time disputes; consular rights; human rights; environ-
mental damage and conservation of living resour-
ces; international responsibility and compensation
for harm; the immunities of States, their represen-
tatives and assets; interpretation and application of
infernational freatfies and conventions.

In 2023, the Court’s list of cases included two cases
directly related to water disputes — the Gabcikovo-
Nagymaros project (Hungary/Slovakia) and dispute
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64" plenary meeting on March 29, 2023
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over the status and use of the waters of the Silala
(Chile v. Bolivia). For the nature of the case and pro-
ceedings on Gabcikovo-Nagymaros project (Hun-
gary/Slovakia), see the ICJreport.

Obligations of states in respect of climate change:
The General Assembly of the United Nations in its
resolution 77/276*' requested the Court to give an
advisory opinion proceeding from the principle of
prevention of significant harm to the environment
and the duty to proftect and preserve the marine
environment on the following questions:

a) what are the obligations of States underinternatio-
nallaw to ensure the protection of the climate system
and other parts of the environment from anthropo-
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genic emissions of greenhouse gases for States and
forpresent and future generations;

b) what are the legal consequences under these
obligations for States where they, by their acts and
omissions, have caused significant harm fo the cli-
mate system and other parts of the environment, with
respect to: (i) States, including, in particular, small
island developing States, which due to their geogra-
phical circumstances and level of development, are
injured or specially affected by or are particularly
vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change?
(i) Peoples and individuals of the present and future
generations affected by the adverse effects of
climate change?

Section 6. United Nations and its Specialized Agencies

By an order dated 20 April 2023, the President of the
Court decided that the United Nations and its Mem-
ber States were likely to be able to furnish information
on the questions submitted to the Court for an advi-
sory opinion. The Court subsequently authorized the
International Union for Conservation of Nature, the
Commission of Small Island States on Climate Chan-
ge and International Law, the European Union and
the African Union to participate in the proceedings
by presenting written statements on the questions
submitted fo the Court.

Source: Report of the International Court of Justice to the
UNGA 78" Session, 2023, ICJ Press releases
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